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Article 111   Certificate of Incorporation of The Young Women's 

C h r i s t i a n  Association of Asheville,  North Carolina, Incorporated: 

The object for which t h i s  corporation is formed is to  

establish and maintain in Ashevil1 e , North Carolina, a board ing house  or  boa rding houses  for  the  

exclus ive  use  and benefit of local and transient self-supporting women of good 

character,  and to promote the sp ir i tua l,  menta l ,  moral  and phys ica l  we l l  be ing  of  

such women,  and  o f  the  women of  Ashevi l le  genera l ly." 

NEWSPAPER CHRONOLOGY -  ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES 

1925  

Phyllis Wheatly Branch, YWCA, presents local talent in Negro 

Spirituals at the City Auditorium.  

Ever Ready Club of the YWCA stages "The Burglar" comedy at Aycock 

      School.  

Annual Meeting held at Vanderbilt Hotel - a dinner for over 2OO 

people.  

YWCA reports on activities including a basketball league, girls 

grammar school clubs (including a world fellowship meeting on 

France and Employment and Room Registry. 



1927  

Four phases of YWCA work include administrative activities at 13 Grove 

Street under the direction of Lorena Boyd Mason, a home at 36 

Grove Street which houses 32 girls, Camp Kenjocketee - eight 

miles from Asheville near Candler with space for 45 girls and 

“ F i n e  W o r k  at the Negro 'Y'" [headline] at; 272 College Street 

Known as the Phyllis Wheatley Branch under the direction of Adela 

Ruffin.  

"Dream” of leadership:  a home for 5O permanent and 5O transient 

Women. 

1928 

Teas held to increase membership.  

"Negro Concert Well Received" is headline for story on Phyllis 

Wheatl e y  Branch's concert of negro spiritual. 

UNCA observes "Sailing Week" to have women in a l l  churches "set sail 

w i t h  them [YWCA] to discover what the YWCA can mean to 

Ashevi1le. 

1932  

Girl Reserves have program on puppeting.  Other classes include bridge 

and conversational English.  

Mrs. Charles S. Bryant and Miss Virginia Williamson, members of the 

Board of Directors, represent the Asheville YWCA at the 25th 

anniversary of the founding of the national YWCA, a celebration 

at Carnegie Hall in New York.  

Jobless G i r l s  to Receive Aid" headlines a story about the Girl 

Reserves program to help 200 unemployed girls in the ci ty.  

Topics for programs include music, recreation, handiwork, 



( 19 3 2   C o n t i n u e d ) 

remodeling  of   clothes   and   "the   psychology   of   how   to   get   a   

job   arid  

 how  to  kee p    i t . "       P r e s e n t a tio n s   a n d   discussions    include 

salesmanship,    personality,    customer' s   point  o f   view   a n d   attitude. 

Special prograrns  feature  homernaking   and   other   domestic   work,  

s e w ing ,    c o o k i n g ,    o f f i c e   w o r k   a n d   c l e r k i n g . 

Business Girls’ L e a g u e   meet s   at   Y W C A . 

Classes and recreation for unemployed girls divided into three phases: 

      recreation,  lectures and vocational instruction.  Theme: "Learn wh i l e  you do not earn." 

The Girl  Reserves  operate  a  Christmas  Toy  Repair  Shop  to  mend t oys  for  "needy ones at Christmas" 

1937 

"Water Bal1" classes held at YWCA pool. [Forerunner of still popular-water exercise program.] 

Under "Social News," a display advertisement to the "Housewives' 

Cooking School & Food Show" sponsored by the "Colored YWCA" on College 

Street and conducted by Ruth Sargent of Indianapolis, a "college graduate and 

cookery expert." 

A toy matinee held for obtaining toys for distribution to "needy  

      children at Christmas." 



l938 

Headline:  "New YWCA for Negroes to be Built Here" (.11-25-38),  A new  

     $10 ,000   annex  i s  added  to  the  Co l l ege  S t ree t  Branch .  

YWCA Business Club girls sponsor a Christmas program of reading and  

   Carols.  YMCA wo rk e r s  r ep a i r  t oy s  a t  t h e  Toy  Repa i r  Shop  whe r e   

   wo r k  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h r e e  d ep a r tmen t s  b y  “WPA  wo rk e r s ” .  

1939 

Headl ine:  "Dedication of New Negro YWCA to Take Place Today" (February 5, 1929 ) .. Rev.   leland   B.   Mc Afee    was  

principal   speaker  and    Marion  Cuthber t ,  "nat iona l  sec reta ry  of  negro  YWCA work"  f rom New  

York ,  took pa r t .   The  new sec re ta ry  o f  t he  branch was  Ju l ia  R.  E.  S p a u l d i n g  o f  Newpo r t  

News ,  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  H amp t on  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Virginia.  " T h e   new   Y W C A   buildings   include  the  renovated old   Y W C A 

h o u s e ,  k n own  t o  b e  1OO  y e a r s  o l d ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  h o u s e  ,  

and  t he   large   g y m n a s i u m.    T h e  r e s i d e n c e  h o u s e has  two club rooms, an assembly room, ki tchen and dining 

room on the first  f loor, and the upstairs has been made into a dormitory which will, 

accommodate nine girls.  The gymnasium is the only f u l l y  equipped negro gymnasium in 

the South." 

Isobell Lawson, "national secretary for negro YUICA work," visits 

Phyllis Wheatley branch and "Stephens-Lee (negro) High School." 

The national YWCA is honored by a special broadcast "over the Columbia Broadcasting system.  

'Lum and Abner' feature the theme economic democracy. 

M r s .  Herbert E. Hawkes of New York and a national YWCA Board Member 

speaks to the local association’s annua1 meeting o n "The  Function  o f   the   Nationa1   Board   of t he  YWCA." 



(1939 Cont inued ')  

The Y W C A   finance   committee   report:   income   for   1938   from   memberships,   

r e s i d e n c e,      c1 a s s e s , e t c.   , amounted    to    $ 15,851,5 7   , and  contributions from the Community Chest were $23,518.20.  Total 

Gi r l  Reserves  a t tendance  fo r  1938  was  2 ,736 .  Explanat ion  of  Gi r l  Reserves:  "The Girl 

Reserve program is planned each year by advisors and the girls.  T he   activities   are based on   t h e interests and 

needs of the members of the clubs, developed and performed by them, for the purpose of 

building desirable attitudes both personal and social."  Attendance at Business G i r l s  activities 

numbered 2,365.  Health recreation classes had an attendance of 5,547 and 451 medical 

examinations were given, The YWCA residence house served 35,801 meals, cared for 1,090 

transient; guests, and 51 permanent guests. 

1943 

The YWCA Business Girls league held weekly parties for service men at the YWCA on Grove Street. 

The YWCA Business Girls honor young women employed by the postal accounts division of the 

general accounting office here and nurses from Moore General Hospital. 

The Phyllis Wheatley Branch held its annual meeting.  The game room 

was open for children from age 7-14 for ping pong, shuffle board and other games under 

the direction of the Girl Reserves.  The branch sponsored neighborhood groups of girls 

and boys, held nutrition classes, home nursing and care of the sick classes, sewing classes 

for adults and a class in adult elementary education.  The Branch held its annual 

President's Ball, and 



(1943 Continued) 

sponsored a class of 22 participants in minor electrical repairs.  The Girl Reserves presented 

the dramatic production "Patriot's Dream" as part of a nation-wide project, 

Headline: "Girls to Date Boys for Maroon Hangout Dance" (2-12-43), 

"A dance  to which no boy may be admitted without a girl and only g i r l s  may come as 

stags will be given by the Maroon Hangout council Friday, February 29, at the 

YWCA ...on Grove Street.." 

Headline: "Wheat1ey Branch of YWCA is Doing Fine Work Among Negroes" (November 8, 1943).  

The cut line under a photograph of black teenagers (girls and boys) reads, 

"Members of the Stephens-Lee negro high school girls basketball team hold two 

practice periods each week in the gymnasium of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch of the 

YWCA on College Street.  This is said to be the only fully equipped gymnasium for 

a negro YWCA in the south.  It Is used for many activities by girls ' and women's 

groups." 

The Phyllis Wheatley Branch of the YWCA "had its beginning in a group which met and held 

programs on Sunday afternoons in 1913 and 1914. 

They bought a building on Market Street which they turned over the government, 

during World War I for use by soldiers and was returned to them after the war with 

furnishings for which they paid.  Later that building was sold and the first 

building was put up on the property on which the Phyllis Wheatley Branch now 

stands.  The original group of women who held Sunday afternoon  

meetings,   a   girls'   industrial   club   and   the   YMI   auxiliary are said to be the groups from which the 

branch grew.. It  is not a YWCA in itself but a branch of the YWCA on Grove 



Street. "  The   building   was  renovated    in 1 9 3 8   for $ 10,000. 

The    Public   Affairs   Committees   of   t h e   Phyllis Wheatley Branch    and    the  Central    YWCA  h o l d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  education committees,  "The race relations committee meets with them [ B r a n c h       an d     C e n t r a 1  

 Y W C A ]      and     w h en ever      

p o s s i b l e   t r i e s   t o   foster     better     race     r  relationships,.       

The P h y l l i s  Wheatley Branch plans regular programs for negro 

s e r v i c e m e n  in conjunction  with the YMI.   There  were 10 groups  o f negro Girl Reserves, one or two in each 

negro school in the city. There were four permanent residents of the Phyllis Wheatley 

Branch. 

1945 

Headline :  " N e g r o  Y W C A  Stressing  Building  o f  C hi a r a c t e r" (10 - 5 - 4 5) , 

The program for youth is being given great emphasis at the P h y l l i s  Wheatley Branch of the 

YWCA, thus enabling negro children through character building activities to realize the value of 

good citizenship.  This is the Phyllis Wheatley YWCA affirmative way to fight juvenile 

delinquency."  Activities of this effort include day camp, handicrafts, hiking, outdoor games arid 

instructions given by volunteers„  "Religion, a wholesale recreational program, study and 

healthful athletic contests—the latter in the well equipped gymnasium—play a vital part in 

character building of the negro youth of the city."  Miss M. Rose Rambo is executive director of 

the Phyllis Wheatley Branch and Miss Miriam Reid is director of younger girls' work, 

The Y W C A  sponsors U S 0 parties, volley ball classes, square dancing 

classes, bridge., day hikes and keep fit classes for housewives. 



1948 

A "Sunday Sect ion" artic le ("Socie ty page") features YWCA act ivit ies 

under the head1in e , " Y W C A  0 f f e r s  V a r i e d   P r o g r a m  t o  S u i t  A11 Ages, 

  A l l   t a s t e s "  (May  9 ,  2948 )   P rog rams  i nc l ude  a c qu i s i t i on  o f   

s k i l l s ,  meals, healthy recreation, cooking, watermelon cutting, open fireplace, lace cooking & 

marshmallow roasting.  Newcomers clubs   are 

o p e n     fo r      t e e n s ,  b u s i n e s s   g i r 1 s     a n d  y o u n g  m a r r i e d   w o m e n.. 

1951 

The Business and Professional Club of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch hold t h e i r  third annual dance at the 

YWCA gymnasium. 

1956 

Mrs. John E. Welborn, Jr., of Greenville, SC, a National YWCA Board member, speaks at the 

annual meeting of the Central YWCA about the worldwide council held the previous fall 

in England. 

Mew administrative officers of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch are Mrs. L. A, Brown, chairman, Mrs. 

Ruby F. Young, vice chairman, and Mrs. W. B. Burton, finance chairman. 

The YWCA Business Girls Club sponsors a lecture series on love and marriage entitled "Are 

You Fit to be Tied?" 

1957 

Headline;  "YWCA's Moorhead House is 'Home Away From Home'" (4-21-57). [Moorhead House 

opened for guests on November 21, 1934.  Mrs. Charles S. Bryant, then president of the 

YWCA, had interested her father, Samuel F. Moorhead of Mew York, in making a bequest 

to build such a residence.  Located in downtown Asheville next door to the YWCA, the 

YWCA's Moorhead House residence is "convenient to...  jobs or schools" and "offers them 

[residents.] a we11-planned 



(1957 Continued) 

and comple te  program of entertainment, education and sports,"  At f u l l  occupancy ,   Moorhouse   

House   had   32   residents,   1 9   between   the   ages   of  18 and 24; six in their  late 20s; two in the early 30s; and 

five  in   the    mid- 3 0 s.  

Residents  w e r  e  a c c e p t e d   b e t w e en   18  and 37 year 's  of  age.   The house included dormitory rooms 

( w i t h  three  beds to  a  bath) ,  & laundry,  "pajama room" with  sun deck, ,  1 a r g e     lounge    w i t h  

fireplace,   library,    c a r d   r o o rn ,    f o r rn a1      r e c e p t i o n  room,  music  room and outdoor pat io.   "When the residence 

was f i r s t    b u i 1 t,    it was primarily planned a s a  

h o m e  f o r  g i r l s  w ho were coming  to  t he  c i t y  t o  work  t o  be  su re  t ha t  t hey  had  su i t ab l e  but 

reasonably priced accommodations." 

1962 

January 14, 1962: Ground is broken for new Phyllis Wheatley Branch on South French Broad 

Avenue on property bounded by Timothy and Charles Streets [where the YWCA is now 

located] The basic structure cost was $105,000 and projects for furnishings and  

e q u i p m e n t     t a k e   t h e  t o t  a l    c o s t    t  o    b  e t w e e n    $160,000    a n d    $17 5 , 0 O 0.   Donations and pledges at 

the groundbreaking were $145,OOO.  "The negro branch Y currently has a membership 

of just under 1,OOO." Mrs. H. Wilson James was chairman of the board of 

administration of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch and Mrs. Charles S. Bryant was chairman 

of the board of trustees of the YWCA. 



1963 

YWCA holds  a series of integration workshops and issues a report  

to the community. November- 12, 1963: "The report, released Thursday by Mrs. Charles Lloyd of 

the YW's public affairs committee, summarized the findings of four meetings and noted almost 20  s  u g   g  e  s  t  i  o  n  s  

b   r  o  u  g  h t   o  u  t      a    t      t   h  e     s e s s i o n. “ Asheville's mayor and City Council established the foundation for integration 

in Ashevi11e,  the report noted. “We as r    e  s  p  o  n  s    i  b  l  e     c  i    ti    z  e  n   s ,       n  u   s   t       c  o   n  t  i   n  u  e     t o    b u i 1 d      s  o  li   d  l  ly     o n      t h i s  

f o u n d a t  io n  

w  i  t  h      c o u r a g e ,     u  n  d  e  r  s  t  a  n  d  i  n  g    a  n  d     w i s d o rm.      S o me 2 5 0 people attended the meetings and many 

were increasingly aware tha t  on  the  su rface  our  c i ty  appears  smooth ,  but  there  are  many 

underneath  fee l ings  and s i tua t ions  which  wi l l  e rupt  i f  cont inu ing p rogress  i s  n o t  m a d e' the r 

e p o r  said."  [At this time, t h e county  board  of  educat ion  has  jus t  voted  to  dra f t  a  p lan  fo r  

integrating 34 schools,  all  but one of which was then segregated . ]   The repor t  requested  

City  Counc i l  appoint  "a  qual if ied negro" to the City  School Board and requested county 

schools begin "integration now."  Other- suggestions of the report  included: 

A survey of  job  poss ib i l i t i es  and t ra in ing  for  jobs  with  

industries moving to Ashevi l le ;  More adul t  educat ion  centers,  "both  negro  

and white" ; 

-A c lea r ing  house  fo r  information  on  adul t  educat ion  and 

t r a i n i n g for   bett t e r      j o b s; 

-A change in  the  p rocedure  o f  observ ing "Race  Re la t ions 

S u n day,     h o l d i n g     s m a 11 e r ,    i  n  t  e g  r  a  t te  d        s e r v i c e s      at      s e v e r a l 
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churches  instead of one mass service at a single church" 

Integration of all civic groups ; 

-Strengthening of the schools' guidance programs;  

-A public forum once a month to continue "the work started  

by the YW w o r k s h o p  t o  e x p 1 o re  areas  s t i l 1   u n t o u c he d ; 

-E s t a b l i s h i n g  night s c h o o 1 s  f o r  b a r b e r i n g , t a i 1 o r 1 n g ,  

s h o e  r e p a i r  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a 1  c o o k i n g  t o  c o in p 1 e m e n t  

" A s h e v i 1 1 e -Buncombe County Industrial Education Center"; 

-A short course on preparation "for taking aptitude tests, since these tests are 

unfamiliar to many persons not currently in school. " [A copy of this report is 

attached ] 

1968 

The federation of Negro Women's Clubs of Ashevil le  present a $1,GOO  

check to the YWCA to reduce the debt on the South French Broad  

Y W C A in  m e m o r y  of t h e Federation's past presidents.  Attending  the 

check presentation were Mrs. Ernest B. Caldwell, executive director of the YWCA, 

Mrs. Jesse Ray, chairman of the committee on administration, Mrs. Eugenia Jarrett, 

president of the Federation, Mrs. Frances M. Owens, treasurer, and Miss Mary A. 

Shepherd, secretary of the Federation.  "The history of this Federation records many 

of its members as having served as volunteers on the YUICA board of directors, 

committee on 

administration, and other civic groups; as workers in campaigns, and as financial 

contributors to many individuals, groups and organizations. 



197O 

A n e w s  r e 1 e a s e  s e n d to the A s h e v i 11 e Citizen - T i rn e s   s t a t e s : 

"O  n    J  u  l  y    2  7   th,     t h e  A s h e v i 11 e   C o m m u n i t y    W o r k s h o p     o f    t h e    S  o  u  t h 

F r en ch  B r o ad  YWCA conc l ud ed  i t s  s e r i e s  o f  t h e  'B l a ck  Wh i t e  

Dialogues.  The last dialogue was entitled "Tell It Like It Is!” 

A t  t h i s  t i m e  ev e ryone  h ad  t he  oppo r tun i ty  t o  exp r es s  t hemse lves  

t o  u tmos t  a s  t o  how  t he  'B l a ck  Whi t e  Dia l ogue s '  a f fec t ed  h im .  

The 'Black White Dialogues' were just the beginning to get people 

to  open t he i r  eyes  t o  see  p robl ems tha t  conf ront s  [ s ic ]  t hem. 

Now i t ' s  t ime for  ac t ion!   In  o rder  [s ic ]  t o  cont inue  such a  

s e r   i    e  s     t   h   e      A  s  h  e v  i  1 1  e    C  o  m  m  u  n  i t   y     W o r k s hop    w i 11  h a v e   in    t  h  e   n  e ar 

f u t u r e ,  pe r i od i c a l l y ,  a  r e -eva l ua t i on  en t i t l e d  'Ano t he r  Look  a t  

Ours e lves . '   Next  Monday ,  Augus t  3 ,  1970 ,  t he  Ashevi l l e  Commun i ty  

Workshop w i l l  have  another -  se r ies  ent i t l ed 'Ecology. '   Dr .  Gordon 

G. Mahy ,  from Warren Wilson College, will be guest speaker, 

Eve ryone  i s  c o rd i a l l y  i nv i t e d . "  

M i s s  W i l m a  H .  R ay, director of the Community Service Division of the Mi ch i gan  C i v i l  R i gh t s  

Commi s s i on  spe aks  a t  t he  YWCA annua l   

meeting.  [Miss Ray is the daughter of Mr. &  Mrs. Jesse G. Ray,  S r , ,  o f  Ashev i l l e  a nd  wa s  a  

membe r  o f  t he  YWCA boa rd  o f  d i re c t o r s . ]   "Rac i sm  i s  a  d i r t y  wor d ,  a  c on t rove r s i a l  

wor d ,  bu t  more  s i gn i f i can t l y ,  i t  i s  a  v i r u l en t ,  a c t i ve ,  i n f e c t i ous  ma l a i se  o f  t he  sp i r i t ,  

Mi s s  Wi lma  H .  Ray . . . s a i d  he r e  Monday  n i gh t . . .Mi ss  Ray  expre ssed t he  hope  t ha t  

Ashevi l le  w i l l  no t  be  a  pa r ty  t o  t he  ‘Southern Strategy' '  of the national administration. ' I 

would hope t ha t  you  woul d  work  ac t i ve l y  t o  se e  t ha t  i t  does  no t .   I t  i s  ve ry  c l e a r  t ha t  t he  

Sou t he rn  s t r a t e gy  i s  de s i gned  t o  f o r e s t a l l  t he  



Prospects for the kind of institutional, behavioral and 

Attitudinal change which) will make equality of opportunity, a 

Reality. " 

A p r i l  22, 1970   H e ad 1 i n  e :  " Y  W o m e n     S e e k     to    E l i m in a t e     R a c i s m. "        A f t e r 

a  t t   e n d in g     t h e  2 5 t h  n a t i o na l  YWCA conve n t i o n  i n  Hous t o n ,  M r s .  E rne s t  B. Caldwell, 

Asheville YWCA executive director, s a i d  "t h e   t  h r  u s  t      o f      t  he  

 Y o u n g  W o rn  en'  s    C h r i s t i a n    As s o c i  a t i o n  s       p  r  o  g  r  a m    o f       a c t i o n   

 for  1970-73 wi l l  be  the  e l imina t ion  of  raci sm where   i t  e x i s t  s  and   by   any   means 

necessary. . .  . It w i l l  be the focus for a d e t e rmined  e f fo r t  t o  e l im ina t e  pove r ty ,  t o  end  

wa r  and  bu i ld  peace,  to reshape the quality of the environment, to  r evo lu t i on i z e  

soc i e ty ' s  expec t a t i on s  o f  women  and  th e i r   own   s e l f -p e r c ep t i o n ,   a s  we l l   a s   t o  

i n vo l v e  you t h ,  i n t en t i o n a l l y ,   b o t h  a t  t h e  l o c a l  and  n a t i o na l  l ev e l s  i n  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  d ec i s i o n -mak ing  p r oce s s . "   A t  t h e  conven t ion ,  d e l e ga t e s  r e - e l e c t ed  

Mrs .  Rob e r t  W .  C 1 a y t o n   of    G rand   R a p i d s ,    Mi c h. ,    as    the    n a t i o n a 1    p r e s i d e n t ,   Mr s .  C l a y t on  i s  t h e  

f i r s t  n e g ro  woman  t o  s e r v e  i n  tha t  capaci ty . 

The  YWCA sponsors  a  d i scuss ion  fo r  young  peop le  and  adu l t s  on  "Myths  and Real i t ie s  of  

the  Drug Scene and the  You th  Cu ltu re ."  

T h e  YWCA sponsors  a  La t in -Amer ican  d inner  ca l led  "Apr i l  Foo ls  De l igh t '  a nd  p rov ide s  

mus i c  and  danc ing  by  War r en  Wi l son  Co l l eg e  s tuden t s .  

Oc tobe r  23 ,  1970 :   Head l in e :   "Merge r  o f  YWCAs  in  Ashev i l l e  Runn ing  

In t o  S t i f f  Oppo s i t i on . "   The  l e ad  r e ad s ,  "Mak ing  on e  YWCA ou t  o f  t w o  w h e n  t h e  basic 

ingredients are b 1 a c k and w h i t e  i s  p r o v i n g abou t  a s  e a sy  i n  Ashev i l l e  a s  m ix ing  o i l  and  wa te r . "   

The  YWCA  

b o a r d    v o t e d    to    close    the    Grove    S t r e e t     Y W C A    f o r     f i n a n c i a 1    r e a s o n s.  
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because the facility was 38 years older than the South French Broad  

YWCA.  It   was    also    d e c i d e d    t o    ad d      a     s w i m m i n g   p o o 1   t o    S o u t h     F r e n c h  Broad  at  a cost of $150, 000.  At this 

time, "the Asheville  Y W C A     h a s     be e n     o n e   

a  s  s  o c  i  a  t  i   o n ~ - o n    p  a  p e r      a   t    1  e  a  s  t  — s i n c e  1 9 6 8 .   I t  was  t he  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l l y  i n t e g ra t ed  YWCA in  t he  Sou th ,  

Mr s .  Ba i l ey  {Mrs .  Robert Bailey,] 

 Y W C A    p r e s i d e n t   s a i d.    I n   p r  a  c  t  i  c  e,    ,h owe v e r ,   o n l y  o n e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  A s h e v i l l e  YWCA i s  u s e d  

f r e e l y  b y  bo th  b lacks  and  whi t es ,   and  t ha t  i s  the  bui ld ing  a t  Sou th  F rench B ro a d.     D e p e n d in g     o n    t h e     

p r o g r a m ,      p a r t i c i p a t i o n       t h e r e  c a n   b e     a l 1-w h i t ,  a l l - b l a c k  o r  v a ry i n g  m ix t u r e s  o f  t h e  two ,  Mr s .  Ba i l e y  s a i d  

'I t' s    n o t    e a s y   t o   take   t h e    f i r s t    step.   Most people  a r e  u n r e a s o n a b l y  a f r a i d . ' .  .  M r s .  B a i l e y  s a i d  

t h e r e  i s  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o    c l o s e  G r o v e  Street     of    the  Y W C A   is     t o  b r i n g    its    f i n a n c e s    b a c k  i n to  t he  b l ack ,   

L e t t e r  to the  Edi tor (10-23-70) f rom Mrs.  Carolyn Winte rs  sa id,  In 

p a r t ,  " L e t  u s  n o t  f o r g e t ,  t o o ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i n v o l v e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  

b r a nc h  a s s oc i a t i on  o n  Sou t h  F r e nc h  B r oa d  Avenue  a n d  Ce n t r a l  

A s h e v i 1 l e .   T h e r e  s t i l l  r ema i n  ma ny  Y  e n t h u s i a s t s  who  a r e  n o t  

p r i v i l e g e d  t o  own  a  mo t o r  v e h i c l e .  A s  we  d i g  d e e pe r  i n t o  t h i s  

s p a c i o u s  s t r u c t u r e    t h a t    h a s    m an y,    m a n y    y e a r s   o f  use  sti11 

e x i s t i n g   w i  t hi n    it ts    h a 11 o w e d   w a 11 s ,       w  e   c a n    b u t     t h i n k   o f    t h o s e 

intrepid civic minded persons of the early 19OOs who made 

p  o s s i b le    t hi  s     g r e a t     a  s   s  o c  i  a  t i o n     i n   A  s he vi11 e .     W h  a t     o f    t h o s e     g o o d 

peop1e?" 



(1970 Continued)  

   October 24, 1970: Headline: "Criticism Clouding YWCA's Branch  Consolidation Plan.” “The 

action [closing the Grove Street Branch] taken by the recommendation of the board of trustees, was 

attributed to the rising costs of keeping the old building heated and in repair.  Along with the 

recommendation of the board of trustees to consolidate the full  

program at the South French Broad branch was one to construct a year-round instruction enclosed pool 

at the newer [South French Broad] building...  Both Mrs. Bailey [Mrs. Robert Bailey, 

YWCA President and Mrs., Robb [Mrs. Peter B, Robb, YWCA treasurer] expressed 

surprise at the depth of racial overtones which have been indicated in the protests.  'We 

were unprepared for this,' M r s .Robb said.. .The possibility of reversing the decision, Mrs. 

B a i l e y  said, appears extremely remote simply because there isn't enough money.”  

The- YUCA sponsors Halloween trick-or-treating for UNICEF [the United Nations Children's Fund] 

and an international fellowship tea featuring tea tables from Greece, England, Japan and 

Scandinavia. 

1971  

The YWCA sponsors "Project Aware," a program designed to provide "an 

outlet for new and better relationships between blacks and whites  

in Asheville.  The program receives a $24,008 grant for the U.S,  

Department of Health, Education and Welfare.  T h e  n i  n e- m o n t h   

p r o g r a m     in v o l  ve d    t h e    YWCA,     A s h e v i11 e - Bun c o m b e   H u m an     Re 1 a t i o n s     Counc i l ,  Oppo rtun i ty  Corp .  o f  

Madi son-Buncombe  Count i e s ,  c i t y  and   

county    s c h o o l      s   y  s   te  m  s,       A s h e v i11 e    A r e a   C h a m b e r  o f  Commerce    a n d   c i t y  a n d  c o u n t y  l aw  e n f o r c em en t  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  



1972  

H  e  a    d  l   i   n e:           “ A   t       Y   W   C   A :       C o   n    t   i n  u  i  n  g      E  d   u c   a   t  i o   n        f o  r        P r e  g  n  a  n t    G   i   r   l s : 

         P regnant  and parenting teens  in grades  7 -  12 gather two evenings a week at the YWCA for two 

and one-half hours of school work p rov i ded  by  vo l un t e e r  t ea che r s .   S i x t een  o f  t he  41  

pa r t i c i pan t s  a re  mar r ied .   [At  t hi s  t ime ,  p regnant  s t uden ts  were  asked  t o  l eave  

school . ]  

Ed i t o r i a l  i n  Ashev i l l e  C i t i z en  T imes  on  Feb r ua ry  12 ,  1 973 ,  w i t h  

headline:  "The YWCA Deserves Assistance on its 'Teen Mother' 

Program.” The newspaper is supporting the YWCA's program and its 

r e que s t  f o r  $10 ,000  f r om  t he  schoo l  boa rd  t o  c on t i nue  t he  

program. 

Mrs .  Mary  Woods ,  t he  f i r s t  b l ack  women in  t he  U.S .  t o  be  appoin t ed  

execut ive  di rec tor  of  a  YWCA [Pi t t sburgh ,  Pa . . ]  spoke  a t  the  YWCA annua l ,  mee t ing .   He r  

t op i c  was  exp l a in ing  t he  na t i ona l  YWCA's  t h ru s t  o f  c o l l ec t i ve  powe r  t owa rd  t he  

e l im ina t i on  o f  r ac i sm .   The  pr o g r  a m    i n c 1 u d e d     a     p u p p  et     demon s t r a t i o n     by     t he  YWCA' s      p u p  p e t r y        class 

instructor. 

1973 

the YWCA nursery is serving from 12 - 20 children in its "Drop-in  

Chi1d Care Center." 

Headline;  "YWCA Day Care Program for Babies to Help Young Mothers 

Stay in School."  The Appalachian Regional Commission and Title  

4 A      of    t he   S o c i a 1    Se r v  i  c  es     Act      g r  a n t       t  h e  Y W C A     $ 6 0, 000      f o r      f i v e     f ami ly  day  ca r e  homes  wi t h  f i ve  

ch i l d r en  i n  e ach .  

The  YWCA holds  an  open house  ent i t l ed  "Bui lding  Bridges  Over  Troubled 

Waters  .......  Through  Volun tee r  Ac t ion"  t o  i n form the  pub l ic ,  on  YWCA 



(1973 Continued) 

S  p o n s  o re d    s oc i al     ser v ic e   p ro g r a ms     in c l u ding    c on t in u in g    e d u c a t i o n,     d a y   c a r e    h o m es,  

Moorhead House,    a nd   p r o b 1 e m s   of  1 o n  e 1  i  n  es  s,    drugs, racism and "youthful pregnancy." 

1974  

The  YWCA kicks off a capital campaign to raise $425,000 for a new 

pool,  a c t i v i t y room and club rooms.  Mrs. Dona1d B r i d en s t i ne   is   

president of the YWCA and Douglas Bolton is chairman for the f u n d r a is in g    c  am p   a   i g  n. 

Headline: "YWCA Director Reminisces on Work in New Guinea."  (5-11-75). 

The article contains an interview with YWCA Executive Di rec t o r  The1ma  Ca l dwe l l  

about  he r  work  f or  t he  I n t e rna t i ona l  YWCA in  New Guinea .  

1976 

Mrs. O l l i e  Reynolds is elected president of the YWCA and says, "We're open to all comers to 

serve them in any way we can—and we mean t h a t , "   Mrs. Reynolds reports that YWCA 

membership has doubled the past six months.  "I think one of the most important things the 

YWCA has done for the community is make the Y a Woman's Center,' Mrs. Reynolds said. 

198O 

Barbara Orr takes over as executive director of the YWCA.  "The new outlook [for the YWCA] is 

one of financial responsibility and community response, according to YWCA officials.  

Debts are being erased, credit ratings are returning and new programs are  

f 1 o u r i s h i n g .  The A s h e v i11 e YWCA was in  h e a v y  f i n a n c i a 1  t r o u b 1 e just last July [1980] but guidance of interim 



director Elizabeth McCubbin, it has been given new life.  By the end of this month 

[December, 1980], the agency should be carrying a debt of about $4,000, a debt which at one 

point totaled $26,000. " 


