Initial Interview with Ruby Jones, without tape recorder. Mar.5, 2010
Location: Mrs. Jones’s home, 43 Walton, Asheville, 2001

Mrs. Jones was born in 1926 (Sept. 15) on Ritchie St. in Stumptown; to find
Ritchie, go down Pearson Dr. to make a |. onto Gray St. then to Madison St., make a |.
and immediately turn onto Ritchie St. . Probably delivered by a midwife; her older
sister was also born there.

She has one son who went to college at Winston State, studying journalism; then
moved to Phoenix. Finally he moved back to Asheville 11-12 years ago, but could nof
find employment in any journalism job here and is now in the automotive field doing
reception and logging work in a Service dept.; also orders parts and does some
billing.

They moved from Stumptown when the children were toddlers to College St. which
was not the current College Ave.; rather College St. ran in front of Allen School and
next to Berry Temple [refer to Map 1].

Behind College St. was Woodfin St. Woodfin, College Ave. and Poplar all went into
the tunnel then, merging into one street. College St. ran from the David Miller School
on its lower end roughly where Oak St. is now. Their house on College St. was what
had been the parsonage for Berry Temple. Coming up College from the school were
several smaller houses then the larger house which they occupied. Above their
house was a little cemetery belonging to Hopkins Chapel which had to be removed
when the streets were reconfigured.

Lawyer Orr lived in the last house on College at Furman. [see later in interview]
The side of the house was on College, and the front faced Furman. Her mother
worked for him. Her mother had attended Allen School whose teachers included

both blacks and whites. (see doc. 6, brief history of Allen) Some boys were attending




the “old” Allen School (i.e. before it was an all girls’ school): Ruby’s brother Lewis and
2 male cousins, John and Earl Cannon (now dec.). These were children of Ruby’s
aunt (through her mother) Allen School also had the Mountees, who were white;

also there was a white girl--Nancy; Ruby could not think of her last name. The girls at
Allen wore navy blue skirts with white pongee blouses (a thin, natural unbleached silk
with a rough weave).

M. L. King was Pine St. then, and Mr. Jayguard had a store although she isn’t sure
how to spell that name because it's just what they all called him, so she’s not even
sure what his real name was. He was “Greek or Jewish” and had a strong accent
and when he called his daughter it sounded as if he was saying “Bloomalie”. The
Porters’ store that was on Pine St. was at this time owned by the parents of the
husband (James) of Thelma Porter. James’s brother, Arthur, also had a grocery store
on Pine St., and his daughter still lives there, Marguerite Porter.

Ruby’s grade school years were divided between Allen School for grades 1-4 ; then
St. Anthony’s was opened and she went there for grades 5-7. Standards at St.
Anthony’s were high, and everyone knew it. The teachers and priests in charge, as
well as parents, viewed learning to be the students’ job. Every school day started
with mass at 8:00 a.m. Mother Dorita was the principal over the students and above
the other nuns. St. Anthony’s went up through 7th grade, then the students went to
Stephens-Lee H.S. When she graduated from Stephens-Lee, it still only went
through 11th grade, but it changed to 12th grade the next year.

At St. Anthony’s, Sister Francine taught the first 2 grades, Sister De Paul taught 3rd
and 4th,and Mother Dorita taught the 6th and 7th. [see a later interview for corrections]
Father Scott ( who founded St. Anthony’s) and Father Nathaniel carried on mass and
did the disciplining, but did not teach. Their disciplining was not rough at all, so being

sent to Father Scott’s office was not so much a physical threat as a social reprimand.




Ruby says her religious affiliation has been with Church of God in Christ,

Pentecostal Holiness. The first church of that denomination was started where the
Montford Center’s Ball Park is now, having been torn down during urban renewal in
the Stumptown area. There is a monument there to commemorate it, which is across
the street from Madison St.

The Old Macedonian Mother Church of God in Christ, founded by Bishop Perkin in
the South Side area was on Southside Ave at the corner of Gaston Ave. This is where
Bishop Perkin had a Christmas tree every year and would give the kids shoes and
clothing at the Church . A picture from 1948, in the Citizen -Times says that church
was celebrating its 18 anniversary., which means it was founded in 1930.

Since they had a large house, her mother moved her own sister and family in with
them while the sister’s husband was in trouble from gambling, and there were 9

children in that family. Ruby says, “The house was large, but not that large!”

5/14/10 At Mrs. Jones’s house (going over notes from first interview when | did not
have a working tape recorder):

kV. Have | got the grades right, with the correct teachers?

R.J.: Sister DePaul, wait a minute; Mother Dorita the last class; she taught the 7th
Grade. She’s the only one that had just one class [grade]. Sister DePaul had 5th and
6th.

First and second was in one room; third and fourth was in another room; fifth and

sixth were together. And seventh is the only one that had one grade.

KV: You had said that Sister Francine taught




RJ: Wait a minute, I'm getting confused with Sister Francine and . . .. Let me make a
phone call. [comes back after conversation with sister] Sister Florentine taught first
and second and Sister Francine taught third and fourth, and Sister DePaul taught fifth

and sixth, and Mother Dorita taught seventh. Sister Florentine would suck in her lower

lip.

KV: Was it hard to understand her?

RJ: Well, she would talk and then when you'd look around [afterwards] she would
suck in her lip, like this. {laughs} | think that was a little habit of hers -- tucking in her

lower lip. (laughs)

KV: Then you started telling me about an incident one day when Mother Dorita had

you up at the blackboard . . . .

RJ: She told me that | had been getting by with the younger teachers, but “If you stay
here, you're going to learn. “ And she took me by the head and she gnawed/knotted
me [my head] and she said, “Now young girl, you're going to GET; you're not going to
waste your parents’ money! You're going to GET your lessons!” (Ruby laughs
heartily.) And | always tell ‘em, “That little mean she get from then on, | went ‘vroom’
[moving her arms and hands forward to indicate the drive that inspired in her]; (more
hearty laughter) | didn’t play around any more. You can't let your parents waste
money.

They [indiscernable]. . . .




KV: [in regards to her mother's name, Queen Esther, named for a woman in the

Bible]: You'd said that she didn’t like to use that name. Not even around the house?

RJ: No; she didn’t want anyone to use that [to refer to her]; She'd laugh when she
made that statement: “Who ever heard of a big black queen?” (More laughter.) When

it came down to official things, she had to use it.

KV: What was her full name?

RJ: Queen Esther Melinda.

KV: Maiden name?’

RJ: There’s some confusion with that. Haynes. They always pronounced it

Haymes, with an M.

KV: Did your mom have a good sense of humor?

RJ: Yes, yes. Very much; and had friends. . . . She just made friends. | tell you , she
just had loads of friends. And you never came to her house unless you ate
something; that was her pride and joy. And Daddy never complained. And Daddy
would say, “If a preacher comes to town, coming south to churches and things, and
Mama didn’t want them to come into her house [unless she could offer food] , and
Daddy was Baptist, not Pentecostal Holiness. Mama was Pentecostal Holiness, but
Daddy was Baptist., but Daddy never complained. No, he never complained about

their coming in and eating. In fact, he would help Mama and stuff.




KV: Oh, really? (Ruby’s laughing at my response here.)

RJ: Well, she was just loving it. When we were little, like | said, they used to tease
us: if you seen Esther, she had all five of those children behind her. | guess Daddy
must have been fifty or forty years old, maybe fifty years old when he got a car. Oh
yes, in those days most people didn’t have a car. In that day. But back in that day, in
our church body, you could count the people who owned their homes. Daddy bought

a home, but very few people owned a home.

KV: Most had to rent.

RJ: They say that's where | get the walking from. You’'d see my daddy on one end of
town and next thing, you'd see him in another. They tease me, they call me “Sister
Jones,” they say, “You see Sister Jones and ask her ‘Do you want a ride?’ and she’ll
tell you to go on.” Our church headquarters is in Memphis, TN,--well we're moving it
this year [from Memphis]-- down Main St. in Memphis, and who did they see but Ruby
Jones walking in Memphis. (laughs). They just tooted the horn; they knew not to

stop and ask me did | want a ride, so they just tooted the horn. (laughs)

KV: Did they kid you about walking all the way from Asheville?

RJ: (laughs) They knew that | came on the bus, but they knew when | got there, |
didn’t want anybody to take me anywhere. But | found my way around. Those places
where they went in a car, | found my way. | stayed in a motel downtown and | just

found my way how to get to different points.




KV: | like that, too, when I'm in a different town.
RJ: Now the church was tore down before that Urban Renewal.
KV: Oh was it?

RJ: Oh, yes. When they tore down all those houses and things on Morrow (?) St. |
don’t know what that was. | don’t know what that was. ‘Cause they just started tearing

down in there.
KV: There was only one section of Montford that was called Stumptown, right?

RJ: It's off of Montford: it's, when you're going down Montford, you know where that
old drug store that’s a convenience store now, that little short street goes immediately
through there, you go down it; there’s another little street called Gray St. (see Map 3)
And then when you end that street, you run into Pearson Dr. And you cross Pearson
Dr., and some of the people lived on Pearson, but back in that day, it was all dominant
white people that lived on Pearson. But after you went down Gray St., that was all a
Black community, down there where there’s a ball field‘ now, there was a little church
down there, where Montford Ctr is, all of that, my girlfriends’ aunts and things owned
that property. All of that was all dominant Black folks: Gray St., Richard St., Morrow (?)
St., Madison St., all of that, when you went in there, that’s the biggest part of what they
call Stumptown. Gray St. is the first one you go down, and it was a little bitty little short
street down there, when you got down to the foot of Gray St., it may be still there, but
the houses are gone; and you could go back to the Fitz and it was a graveyard. That's

where both of my grandparents are buried in there.




KV: Oh, are they?

RJ: Well now, you made a little turn and there’s a little short street down in there
called Jane St., and then that's when you made that little turn and you’d go up Richie
St.  And that's where | was born. | think when | [first] told you about it, | was coming in
from the top of it. Now this is the bottom of it. And then you went on up there and went
on out Madison St. to the top of that, and then you went down a little dirt st., and that's
that Morrow St. Yeah, right on the right side of where that ball field is down there, and
part of that ball field. All over where that ball field is--over all of that-- there were a
bunch of little houses. And then there was another street --I can’t think of the name--
there was another little dirt street over there, now that would be filled with houses,
and that was part of Stumptown. Now they still have a-- they meet and they have a

reunion.

KV: | remember reading about that.

RJ: And when a person named Watt Daddy was living, Watt Daddy he was all in
there ‘cause he came from down in there. Well now, that's how it was back in those
days. And just about everybody down in there-- | don’t remember ever seeing any
white people down in there. But now when you got up on Pearson, where the
Montford [Center] is, you might have found one or two Blacks mixed up in there. So
that little area, right in that little area, that circle, that was Stumptown. And | don’t even
think they included in there--[trying to recall the street name] --I can’t think of it--our
Superintendent [of the regional church to which she has been long tied] lives over on

that. Whew! I've got to start eating my blueberries [for improving memory]. (Laughs)




Courtland, yeah, Courtland. But | don’'t know if they included Courtland in that
[Stumptown],

Way back when | was a little girl, they were all dirt streets, none of them paved. And
I'd told you about the monument [to the church that was taken by the city] --it's gotta’
be cleaned--I'll tell you, me and some girls, our parents belonged to that church, we
tried to get a little land down there by the ball park, ‘cause that’s where the church
was, down in there, but the man working in the Park and Recreation [Dept.], he
allowed me to put the monument in the yard of the Center. So that’s where it sits,
when you go into where the parking lot is, and you go in there, it's setting up right by a
tree. When you go in, you can see it just sitting there, right there like a tombstone.
And it's got Bishop Perkins, Mother Perkins--that was the first preacher that pastored
that Church here--he and his wife. Now that's [Bishop Perkins’] the church on
Southside. His wife came here and she was staying with a woman downon . .. um,
umm, Madison St. And his name is on this thing because he’s the first to organize
the Church of God in Christ here in Asheville. And then it gives our International
Bishop’s name on it [the monument]. (She reads to answer a question I'd asked.)
Now this [picture of a church] is the one down on Southside which was built to replace
the one torn down for redevelopment that they [the city] gave a little money for it. It's
not the original church [but the same denomination.]

You see that picture of the lady with the long hair. That's Rev. Hairston that
pastored Mt. Zion on Eagle St. | told you once that Rev. Hairston was the pastor
before -- what's the latest pastor that's up there? . ... And then they got Rev. Grant
up there now. Rev. Hairston he was up there . And this woman was the sister of
one of our first black doctors--Dr. Miller. Rev. Hairston’s widow remarried again after
he died. And Andrea (Clark) is taking care of her [the widow] now--that's her mama.

Her name was Bolden. [Andrea Clarke is famous in this area for her photographs of




Asheville, esp. the East End area, prior to Urban Renewal.]

KV: We're talking about the picture that's headed “Eighteen Years of Success and

Service.”

RJ: There she is. Aunt Betsy. She’s the founder of Church of God in Christ and
National Bishop. She came here to visit a relative of hers that lived here on Madison
St. And she was the person that told him that that community down in there needed a
Pentecostal church, and he came down and started the church on Walton St. And
Rev. Hairston, [see doc.2] is down there congratulating Bishop Perkins for his faithful

18 years. And he’s also celebrating his [own] 18th year anniversary.

KV: So about what year would this have been that Mother Perkins would have been

sent down here and then called her husband?

RJ: She wasn’t sent down here; she was just down here visiting. And | don’t know
what her name was (whom Mother Perkins was visiting). Maybe it's in my book.
But it was down on Madison St. and she came here visiting and they started having
prayer meetings every day. And then they saw the need of a church, and a lot of
people in that community didn’t have [congregations], and she thought they needed
spiritual strength, and then she called Bob, Father Perkins, and then he came down.
And Bishop Perkins is the stepfather--now when he first came to NC, he was just
Elder Perkins, but in later years, he became the Bishop. But he is the stepfather of
the man that Reid Ctr is named after (Carl). This is his mother. But Bishop Perkin is
his stepfather. Carl had one sister. The original Church of God in Christ was

founded in 1926--that denomination. But these churches came out of that one he







