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Phillip (Phil) Caccavdésinterview is sgnificant for anumber of reasons At thetime he enligted, heweas
representative of midde dass America, and the Divison with which he served was one of the mogt
decorated of the War. He survived as one of only five origind members of his unit, he was avarded the
Bronze Sar for vdor aswdl astwo Purple Hearts, his obsarvations on the horrors of war have, over the
years and dongdde hiswife's, been shered with schoolchildren when they sudy WW.H., and hisinsght
Into whet condstiltutes"disdaility' (he recaived adisahility discharge) is something that sarvesasan
ingpiration to dl.

Not unlike other veterans, Phil pessed quidkly over hisenlisgment in 1942 and histraining in Spartanburg,
SC (where he coinddentaly met and dated his wife-to-be before her into the WAVES). He hed
atempted to enligt in the Marines, but was rgected because he was calorblind. When inducted, he was
askad if hewould have any problemsfighting in Italy (baing of Italian descent), to which he replied no.
Afte finishing training, his unit was shipped out to North Africaviaa panfully dow 14 day oceen

crossing, mogt of which he spent bdow deck seesck. They arrived in North Africajudt intimeto missmogt
of thet campeign, and wereretrained for amphibious landingsin Tunisaand Sdily.

Whatever ation they missed in North Africawas offsat during the next three campaigns Phil wesa

merbe of the 30" Infantry, 3 Divison. That division recorded more deaths and casualtiesthan any

other Army division by almost 2-1. One of the best trained groupsin Europe, in one of their first marches
they had to cover 45 milesin 36 hours, and be prepared to fight when they arrived. During that time alone,
they werein thefield for 45 days.

To gvethe reeder but asample of the conditionsin which they fought, the weether was cdld and wet. Phil
hed two pair of sockswhich hetried to change every day (nat washed, mind you). One day toward the ed
of thet particular fidd Say, while changing his socks he redlized he hed frosthite, so hed to be hogpitdlized.
Think about it; you 'renot even awareyour feet arethat cold

Phil shared stories of whet it took to kegp his unit supplied. Unlike today where there are highwaysto

anywhere dl supplies hed to move dong rudimentary roads (at best) by mule, something mogt would view

as primitive by today's dandards He al so dwelt on the closenessthat devel oped between the member s of
hisunit, an experiencevery few canrelateto in today's society. He usssthe phrase, "We're herefor one
another" to describethat closeness.

To gvethereader someingght into the physicd Sde of what they experienced, Phil was5 10" ad

wd 135 1bs Asthe BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) man, hehadto carrythe 31 1b. rifle, an

additional 31 Ibs. of ammunition around hiswaist, plushisown personal gear wherever they went, which
wasusually over mountains.

During mod of thistime, their only bresk was when the mall arrived. Coming from alarge family and
Itdian community, Phil dways had something to read. Eating was another metter. Aslong asyou liked C-
raions, you werefine. .but who did? For example, during one stretch, the cans of rationswereimmarsad in
hot weter. Asyou pessed by, you were given one heeted cen containing either vegetable soup, hesh or
beans Thet and abiscuit and piece of candy was your med. Things got So bed thet he and hisfriends
d’ippajaijnardmg&gdgnagtafmama%mfrﬁwogsdﬂmmhgdr?ﬁmtmm _
Inspecteq, de. night in afarmhouse, they opened a L INt , begen edtingit.
They later redlized they hed egten raw bacon.



Under these conditions, sresslevds were high. The casudty and degth rate meart they were dway's getting
new men, some of them fresh out of training. In onetragic incident, anew men acadentdly killed a
sageant. As Phil sad, it was bed. In one case, the men aheed of him fdl gpart dter having therifle shat

out of hishends When you'rein thefidd thet long, it becomes vary difficult to kegp dl hedthy. Somdime
before this, Phil hed (much to his abjection) been promated to sergeant. He was now one of the mogt
expaienced, and one of thefew origind membarsremaning. Y et another Sory invalved the deeth of one
of the lagt remaining membears and the heroics of asergeant that, according to Phil, were worthy of a Siiver
Sar (his desd was never recognized). Tragicdly after the war (end because of his other experiences), that
sageant was never dble to fundion in sodety. Sedly, Phil indicated it was not unusud for some not to be
recognized and athersto be avarded medds "judt to mekeit look good.”

During histhree Itdian campagns (lading dmod two years) the only entertainment they saw was Bob

Hope and Joe E. Brown. As he sad, when theinfantry was pulled back, they were dways st to the

woods, where they usUely drank alot of Itdian wine. Oneinteresting stor?/ onwhat things cost (keepin
mind the value of a 1944 dollar today), an egg cost onedollar; a bottle of winewasfifty cents.

During hislagt Itdian campeign, he was wounded in three places by amortar shell, ending hisammy caresr.
The doctors told him he would be dissbled for life, and would never be adle to be a plumber again.
Yeaslater, heretired dter acareer in that busness induding Sarting and (with hiswife) running a
plumbing company (efter having worked as onefor five years dter his discharge).

Phil and Betty returned to New Y ork dter they were married, where they eventudly darted their oamn
plumbing company. They have lived in Brevard for over thirty years. Phil hes supported severd Veteran's
Assodaions and has bean active in scouting. He and Betty both present to schoolswher e hismessageto
kidsisthat war isno fun, that peaceisbetter thanwar, that steel entering your bodyisvery painful, and
that manP/ didn't come back. Hefedswe dwaysnexd to beck our governments dedsonswerewar is

ng that sometimes we meke midtakes, but that we are usudly wel intentioned. He
fedstherewill never beanother like the one in which he srved, astactics have changed.

Two other dories onewor th noting and bringing to the reader's/obser ver's attention. Phil suffered post-
war trauma, but they didn't seeit coming, nor had theworld experiencedit. It seemsthat rain set it off.
One night Betty awakened to Phil sitting on top of her, trying to choke her to death. Thegood newsis
that shewasableto break the hold and awaken hint, and that they knew howto deal withit. Whenwill
theworldlearntostop thekilling?

Fndly, one night during the fighting, they came upon afamhouse where they would overnight.. out not

ingde. Rather than dig afaxhale asthe athers hed to, Phil daimed acamant water trough as his (protected)
resting place for the night. Only one trouble. There was no drain, and in the middle of the night... . .
Ed.note: All punctuation and italics reflect the integrity of the original document.



