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~ "NOT FOR BUSINESS TRAFFIC (recreational travel only)
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@HY HERE — WHY THERE" (reasons for selection of route)
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@MORE ABOUT PRIVATE ROADS': (access roads)
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"WE BUIID A CAMPFIRE" ={Parkway's first )
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© INTRODUCTION

The National Park Service of the
Department of the Interior is inter-
eésted in keeping the public fully in-
formed about the Blue Ridze Parkway,
especially those who live close by.

"Je wish it were possibls to have a
"long talk over the fence! with each

"~ ane of you in the manner of all good
.-neighbors, With 500 miles to cover
oy can readily see that this is a

\‘reél task and it may be some time he-
fore we can shake hands with all of
you! We still have that in mind,
but, meanwhile, we have hit upon the
idead of this paper. It will be placed
"from time to time" in the post of-
f1ces, general stores, and other cen-
tral points so that you may help your=-
self to your copy.

e shall answer here some of the
quegtions we know you are asking about
the,Parkway and we shall discuss prob-
lems of concern to you and to us. At
times we hope to write about matters
that are not problems and we may even

~ st to the point of "swapping yarns®
snny inquiries will be welcomed and
should be mailed to the Acting Superin-
" tendent, Blue Ridge Parkway, National
Park Service, 611 Shenandoah Life In-
surance Building, Roanoka, Virginia.

ABQUT THE PARKWAY

Over 100 miles of the scenic road
can now be driven in the two states
of Virginia and North Carclina, al-
though the work has by no means been
completed. Black top road surfacing,
such as is used on many of the impor-
tant highways, will be placed probably
next spring. Landscape development,
including improvement of the wocods,

planting and seeding, provision of food

~and protection for quail and other

geme may also begin in the spring.
Also, yet to be built are the safety
guard fences along the Parkwsy road.
Everyone may now drive the Parkway, but
at his own risk. It will not be offi-
cially opered and advertlsed untll com-
pletion,

Many of you have worked on the road.
Others have either given or sold land
for the Parkway. In the latter case,
you have talked with agents from the
State Highway Department who are re-
sponsible .for the land program. Title
to those lands will soon pass to the
United States. At that time, with a
few exceptions, the lands will need
be vacated by their former owners. A
few acres of the Parkway lands may later
be rented by the Government 4o nearby
owners for farming purposes and in
the near future we shall discuss that
plan in the NEWS., The National Park
Service will be represented in sach
state by a park ranger who will be in
charge of the lands, to protect them
from trespass, to watch for fires and
otherwise be helpful to.Parkway trav-
elers, its neighbors, and all others.
Many of you in North Carolina should
know Bufus Wagoner, of Sparta, who has
this job in your state. We understand
that the Virginia ranger is to be on
the job very soon.

PLEASE GOQOFERATE

Through the NEWS, we hope to win
your cooperation and help, and those of
you whose homes look over the Parkway
land are very mich in a position to
help. We have laid out the park lands
for the purpsse of saving the scenery
for the thousands, including yourselves,



who will enjoy it in the future. The
trees, shrubs and flowers of the moun-
tains are a part of that scenery. One
of our biggest threats is fire; the
other is unlawful cutting. of timber on

the park lands by tourists or by neigh-

boring land owners, either by mistake
or otherwise.
this destruction by Yeing careful with
fire and by stopping any trespasser
whom you see u31ng the park lands un-
lawfully. .

We would also p01nt out that the old
rail fences on some parts of the park
land were paid for by the state and are
Government property. Together with the
hedge-rows of trses and shrubs along

them,_these fences often ars beautiful

You ean help us to stop .

Aga1n1ng new frlends dally.
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and provide cover and food for birds

‘and other game. Some of the fences

will be left in place as part of the
picture to be seen from the drive,
Others will be re-set along property
lines. Please do not remove them from

- your former property, unless you are

sure they do not belong to the Parkway
land. 1If you are in d0ubt, write us.

In corcludlng thie f1rst issue o: :
the NEWS, this Service wishes to thank
you for your many acts’of friendliness.
We know that .many of you are glad to
see the Parkway developed through your
couniry and we fesl that the work- 1s
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MUC’:I com“w ON THE NEWS -

As a result of the first 1ssue, we
have received numerous letters about the
idea of this paper and about the park-.
way. The comments were of--2ll kinds,
shape and size and they proved to us
that there is much to write about. Our
test will be hhethbr the favoradle com-
ments win over tqe others as issues 20
by and ‘we hope you will continue to pass
én your judgments. We have not. yet an-

" swered all the inquiries but we mean to

in time. Some of those which are of,
general interest, we may discuss in fu—
ture 1ssues of the Hcvs.\

We circulated 500 Cﬂplcs of the first
paper which was zbout half enough to -
meet tho nceds. This; wo gathcred from
the number of people who wrote for the
copy they did not' get and this we h0pe
to remedy in tlme also.,

LAHDS TO BE LEASED I0 F&BMERS

In sonme sectlons the paxkﬂairls
built through farming country. In.

- planning tho road, we have tried as far

as possible to have 1t pass around and
not through the farmirng lands and bulld-
ings. In the 500 milos, we could not

always avoid the farms, howgver, and the .

parkway boundaries do includo a sizable
acreage of good crop land and pasturage.

It should not be necessary to de-
scribe to you the scenery for which the
Blue Rldge is famous or to say that the
parkway is being tuilt "to show it and
to save it." The distant views from the
mountain tops, the woodlands of pine,
hemlock and hardwood, thc rhododendron
and mountain ivy make for o kind of
scenery vhich is hard to find clsevwhore.

Hot all peonle realize, however,:that
the farm lands of the Bluc Ridge add
much to the scenery. In ocur opinion
the long stretches of grain, the fruit
orchards, and theé green pastures with
the cows and sheep are a part of the
picture which we all want to preserve.
These farmed areas open up the distant
viaews vwhich would be hidden if the
side of the road were all forest. To
koep this part of the picture, we have
depended on two things. The first is
the scenic easement idea by which the.
ovmer of the land agrees not to place
billboards or anything unsightly with-.

- in view from the road. The second

idea is that it may sometimes be of ad-
vantage to the parkway and the nearby
farmer as well to arrange for the loas-
ing of farm lands inside the park prop-
erty.- A few agreements of this kind
were made last year and we feel they
worked well. .

The Park Serv1ce, of caurse. must

| ‘be the judge of how all parkway lands

should be used. No former owner should
take it for granted, thorefore, that
he has a right to leasc land now or in

- the future. TFTurthermorse, we must ob-

tain approval in Washington Defore wo
can give a final answer. A study is
now. beins made along the parkway. for
landscape development, including tree
and shrub planting. The hay on some
meadow lands will bhe cut by the park-
way workmen for mulching the plants.
Some of the open lands will be planted
in this program and othors allowed to
grow bacl naturally. We do not expect
to lease any of the woodlands along
the parkwny. Other lands which have
been recently cultivated may bo seeded
with grass for possible lease as past-
urc in the future. Lands which are



in need of rest may be limed and sowed
in cover crop for some time before
available for lease.

Slnca lea91n5 will depend. on all L
thede things and mere, you can real- ..
ize that each property is a separate
problem. You can also realize why we
cannot lease uniil all of the work on
parkway lands is done which. may mean a -
year or more in- some case - :

.Since S0 much of the'leaéing is in -
the future, ‘it.is suggested that you
rely on us to.come to you sbout it at.
the proper time. Mecanuhile, if you are
especially conceimed, write to us and
we will tecll you "hat ‘we con.  While
each property will mean a senarate deal~
ing between the parkway office and tho
farmer, many of the- condltloﬁs will be
the same in all cases, It is bnlleved
that the former ovmer of the land should
have the first chance to leasc it. If
he is not interested,’ it will be dis-
cussed with othor nearby farmers. For
the prescat, actual rent will be on the
basis of $l.00 por acre por year. While,
in fairness to CVOryonq;"fiﬁal leases of
orchards and other special lands may
have to be at a higher rate per acre.
than average land, it is not the idea
that the parkway should make a cash prof-
it from-the lease. In addition to the
actual rent, the owner must agroe to
take proper core of the land and in- sore
cases to moke improvements to the land.
It is this part of the agreoment which'
we consider of most impo“tance to the-
parkusy. ’ :

"{ lands are to become a game preserve on

1 T e
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‘For the present, leases will be made
only for short terms not longer than
one year. When planting work is com-
pleted and final land-use plans can be
made, we should be able to offer some
assurance of yearly renewals or longer

ters leases.,

SHARE-CROFPING OF HAY

Another type of cooperative ar- '
rangement was started last year in the
share cropping of hay on the parkway.
meadows. This mothod may be coniinued l
this year on soctions where construc-
tion is just bezinning, btut most of
the hay on completed scctions will be.
mowed, by our own forces for use in /- l
mulching during the planting and seod "

After the landscape work is i

ing work,

completed, .we will also have more to.
‘say about share'cropping of hay.

THE §§é§9_

Tﬁc mohths have rolled around too
fast for us. Here we arc well into the
hunting szason and we haven't written
our story on that subject. The parkway

which there is to be n¢o hunting but we
hope plenty of game. Bird and animal
feeding grounds and possibly some ac-
tual breeding are part of the progrep- .
you will all be interested in. Pil1\_ *
get around to that story remcmber that

‘game mast have, rcfuge to devolop more ofl_

its kind.

_ Alqo a mattcr of szeason--we w1sh
you a Merry Chrlsumas 'md. a Hoppy New L
Yuar. . ,
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WOODLANDS ALCNG THE PAREWAY

As we write this tulletin we can
loock from our offices in Roancke across
the way to a thermometer which today
reads at 16 degrees and we know it must
be cold up along the mountains. Winter
is here all right and we lknow that your
work has turned from the plowing and the
harvesting in the frozen fields to the
repair of buildings and tools and to
filling up the wood bin. A4s you all
must realize, this Service is very in-
teregted in preserving the woodlands
.long the parkway. ZEvery treec and bush
inside the boundary is Government owned
and will be protected as much as any
other kind of Government property.
Cutting of any kind without special
written permission is unlawful. If any
of you are not sure about the property
line, write us or see the ranger on
¥yovr section. We shall be glad to help
you iind it.

We wani to impress upon property
owners along the parkway route where
construction has not yet begun that any
timber on lands which are to become park
way lands is more valuable to us stand-

ng than it would be to you in cord wood
or as lumber. The States of Virginla
and North Carolina have made every effort
to show that they are going to offer a
fair price for the land. The timber
value will naturally be part of the
Erice that you wili be offered by the
State. Where such lands are concerned
you can help ug a great deal if you
will ask us or the State people before
you cut. The State agents will be
around to see you in due time and in

_many cases it will not mean a long wait.

We realize, of course, that we have
no control over timber beyond our bound-
arles. We would lile to point cut to

(over)

you, however, thut fine tracts of weod-
lands will be admired Just as much by
the parkway visitors whether we own them
or you own them. When you cut your
timber, we suggest that you bear this
in mind. Do a clean job: flatten down
the laps at least and protect the young
growth. This will give your next crop
of timber a better chance and will pre-
vent fire and everyone can take more
pride ‘in the lands which are geen from
the parkway.

FIREFOOD FREE TO RELIEF FAMILIES

In cleaning up some of our parks,
we have cut a small amount of dead
chestnut and some dead oak which has
been stacked in cord wocd lengths. We
have permission %o give free a limited
amount of this wood to families in need
of relief. A letfer from your county
relief agency to Mr. Sam P. Weems at
Galax, Va., or to the foreman in charge
of the park is all that is necessary.
We cannot haul the wood and any family
wishing to get it must provide the truck
or team. No wood willl be given exceps
for use in the home. The wood may be
had at Rocky Knob Park near Floyd, Cum-
berland Enob Park near Galax and at
Bluff Park near Sparta.

GRAZING ON PARKWAY LANDS

During the past year, we noted that
a few farmers have allowed cattls and
sheep grazing on nearby private lands to
wander across the parkway. We realize
that in many cases this happens because
the owner has not had time during the
busy crop season to rebuild property
fences. The State, when buying the
land, has usually made it clear to you
that fencing will be necessary and the
State has in many cases increased the
amount of the land purchase price %o



repay you for this work. 'Egery farmer

knows that "good fences make good neigh-

bors" and this will equally be true be-

tween park lands and your omn. We' would

like to urge you touse ths winter months
for this work. Noxt year we will have to
see that cattle do not feed on the park-
way lands. i} .

VIRGINIA RANGER APPOINTED

Mr. Frank A, Farroll, foreman in
charge of the work at Rocky Knob Park,
has been designated as deputy ranger
for the Virginla szction of the park-
way. Mrs Farrell now resides in Floyd.

11451

'CONTRACTS COMPLETED

. Grading work on the parkway be-
tween Tuggles Gap at Virginia Route
No. 8 and the Meadows ¢f Dan at Route
No. 58 has been finished since the last
Parkway News. The North Carolina sec-
tions from Routs No. 21 to Deep Gap
near Boone are rapidly nearing comple-
tion. Some of them have alrcady been
completed. Almost 120 miln~s <f the
drive have now been graiad and should
be ready for surfacing and other work
800M. ' :
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Department of Iaterior,
WHAT IS A PARKWAY?

We are often ssked: "Just what IS a
PARXRAY. "
we could drive you over other parikways
built elsewhere in the United States,
for the difference is more easily
"seen" than "explained". Perhaps it
is best explained by comparing the
parkway to the usual highway and then
by quickly saying that they are very
11f*e;ent

The ordinary staie or county road is
built to take people and freight from
one place to znmother--from the farm to
the town and from that town to the

next. They are sll-purpose, all-use
roads along which the life of the com-
munity moves. They are built first to

-
tie

be useful and tlhie pleasure of
traveler is secondary.
is a

A parkway, on the other hand,

special kind of road built FIRST for

the pleasure and racreation of the
pecople who use it, rather than for
the business of lifc. The parkway
seaks to marry Beauly and Usefulness.
It does not necessarily follow the
it is lacated
along the scenic or more teautiful
route. Ii goes
the towns and cities.

Ho doub%t the most important differ-
ence between the rarkway and the high-
way 1s in what FAPZENS slong the two
types of road AFTER they have bteen
built. Along the ordinary highway the
land is privately owmed land and for
the very reason that the road is where
it is, the land becomes tuilt up with

As an answer, we wish that

around and not throubh_

private homes, stores, gasoline sta-
tions, garages and telephone axnd power
poles. .In short, the usual new high-
way bhecomes the main street of new
totms and new farming communities. As
more people use the road, the land be-
comes valuaoleé for advertising.and soon
great signs tell the motorist how, when
and what %o eat and drink,’as well as
the when and what of other products.
Vhile necessary to life itself, this
type of roed clearly does not aanswer
the needs of thz tourist or the needs
of the man who takes his Tamily for
their Sunday outing in his motor car.

We have said that the parkwzy seeks
the scenle route. More important is
the question of how to xzeep this scen-
ery nafural and beautiful. The ansver
is that the parlkway type of road owns
its right-of-way and owms at least 100
feet of land on both sidec. Thus,
while the highway is built on a narrow
right-of-way, the parkway road is
built THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF A PARI,
Thus the surroundings remain iree from
man's buildings, pole linos and sign
boards. The open views, the forests
the flowers, L 2ll natural conditions
are kept natural for all of us to enjor.

In addition to the scenery saved by
the pariway lands, mich larger tracts
0of very scenic land are often acquired
for rzcreation parks and playgrounds
zlong the way. These parizs also safe-
guard the scenery and make fine set-
tings for picniecs, campinz, fishing,
swimming, and hiking.

carried
idge Parioway in the

All of these ideas are being
out in the Blue



very sight of mery of you who read inis
naper. The scencyy in the Virzinis and
Carolina Mountains is amonz the flﬂnst
in Americs. We believe sincerely that
the parlaoyay will bring thousanis from
all over the naiion to use ii. You who
are close to this great nlaysronnd
should enjoy it most of =11.

LANDSCAPE PROGRAM STARTED

During January the vrogram for land-
scaping the parkway was started near
Smart, Virginia, and near Cumberland
Zrobt in Woritl: Carclina. The first job
is cleanun of the right-of-wry, which
will go on during the year over all
gsections where ihe road has heen built.
Lead timber and debris are to be
clezned oul of the woodlandg to improve
the appearance and to lessen the danger

f firs 0ld buildings and fences will
be tﬂﬁnn down and fencos rebuilt on
proverty lines.

Cnly a few men started on the work,
but the force will be built up to 20
men in each state in the early spring.
In ansther issue of the NEWS we shall

describe the landscape program mnora
fully. All labor is hired through

the 100@1 offlces of the Re-employment

-and hauled by the family whe

Service, to whom those interesiad

should apply.
FIEEWCOD AVAIAAkHA'

From the clcanup we shall pille
much cord wood in random Isrgths
waich we have mermission to give
to families who are in rezl need
of wond for heating their own
homes. The wood must be loaded
will
use it, snd only lizht truciss or
wagons mny be used where hauling
mast be over the parlorey motor
road. Anyone interest should talk
with the foreman in chargs of ihs
work, who will point out wret wood
is available. He will also approve
the methods of hanling the wood
where it is necessary to take 1t
over the pariwsy road.

HET COMTRACTS ADVERTISED

Many constructicn cormanies have
bid recently or the zrading jobs for
20 miles of the parkway near Linville,
Horth Carolina, and the construction
of geveral bridgas which will carry
the paricvay over or under main state
roads in North Carolina.

-
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- UIITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOK
Naticnal Park Service
Bastern Division, Branch of Plans and Design

Blue Ridge Parkway
611 Shenandoah Life Insurance Building
Roanoke, Virginia

Dear Teacher:

The enclosed copies of the BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY NEWS are sent to
vou for such use in your classes as you deem proper. We feel that
the work being done in the construction and develooment of the Blue
Ridge Parkway merits some attention and that our bulletin is a good
means of describing the narkway.

The improvement or extension of all roads and highways undoubt-
edly has a direct effect upon the community. In the country, the
primary effect is to increase the margin of profit to the farmer, so
economists tell us, by bringing the market closer ite his products.
The kenefits are too numerous to mention in the brief space of a
letter although each would offer material for class discussion. On
the vhole, a larger and more intimate contact with other communities
brings benefits greater than any disadvantages which might result.
Even culture, which might be considered more as belonging te a com-
munity than as coming from outside, may grow through the additional
contacts afforded by good roads.

The older prople are perhaps best gualified to make comparisons
of the present with the past of 25 to 50 years ago. They are able
to note how a whole commmnity has changed almost entirely because
the state built or improved the highway to or through the neighbor-
hood, thus bringing to it the opportunity to develop. While the
parkway differs from the ordinary highway, we feel that it will have
many advantazes to the region through which it lies,.

We believe that the school child today will be the principal
beneficiary, economically, educationally and culturally from this
rather vast undertaking, the Blue Ridge Parkway. It is important,
therefore, that every Loy and girl see the purkway not only in the
process of its development, but also have some conception of the
finished project. To explain wherein the "parkway! differs from
the "ordinary highway" is the principal function of the Blue Ridge
Parkway News, The PARKWAY is a new conception which is difficult
to describe in few and simple terms.



14890

Please feel free to write to us ahout any question arising
in your own mind or in the class discussions on the bulletin.
If extra copies are in démand, we shall gladly provide them as
long as the supply lasts, if you will write us.

While we cannot carry advertisements, it 1s our purpese to |
carry small items of interest to the commmnities served. Contri-
butions, especially of ar historical nature, will be appreciated.
Bven the pupil, if he dees not expect payment therefor, has an
opportunity under your guidance to become an amateur reporter.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) Stanley W. Ablott,
Acting Superintendent.

i
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_PAYING CONTRACTS FOR' 100 MIIES

Contractors are being asked to bid on

black-top surfacing for some of the park-

way motor road where grading contracts.
have been completed. The work should. be-.
gin vhen the weather opens in the spring
wvhich we suppose means about April 15. "By
the middle of the summer, therefore, we
should be able to ride over a smooth road

- from Bent Mountain near Hoanoke to Pinna-
. cles of Dan, Virginia, and from the State
“line in North Carolina te Deep Gap near

Boone. These two stretches of the scenic
road total about 50 miles in each of the

two states. TFor the present, U. S, High-
way 58 through Hillsville and Galax will

provide a gpod connection between them.

NEW GRADING CONTRACTS EXPZCTED

Meanvhile, we look forward hopefully
to the beginning of the grading work in
Virginia on the Z0-mile section from Pin-
nacles of Dan to the State line. This
work will connect 140 miles of continucus
parkwsgy . Fuands arc available and the
shovels should be getting up steam as soon

. as right—of-way problems are cleoared by

the State of Virginia. These sectlons:
pass through Voluntcer, Fancy, and Plper
Gaps, crossing over U. S. Eighway 52 be-
tween Hillsville and Mt. Airy at Fancy
Gap.

Plans for a lO-mile section of the
varkway in North Carolina between McKinney
Gap and Gooch Gap (Section 2L) are now
completed and it appears that advertise-
ment for bids on the grading may be made
soon. This is a high section of the
parkway, reaching as high as 3,700 feet
through the so-called "Little Switzer-
land" areaz of the Blue Ridge. This work

Department of Interior, 611 Snenandoah Life Insurance Bu11ding, Roanoke, Virginla

will leave one section of 7 miles remain-
ing to be cut through to connect vith
parkvay now helng built in the vicinity
of Mt. Mitchell. This mountain, by the
way, is 6,700 feet in elevation and is
the hizhest east of the Mississippi

|river. State route 26 betwecen Spruce Pine

and Marion crosscs the middle of section
2L through Gillespic Gap. Alongside the
State road in this Gap is a monument de-
seribing its history which dates from the
Revolutionary War when troops passed’
through bound for the Klngs Mountaan ‘Cam-
paign.

" ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKWAY

SELECTED

, Mapy of you khow Mr. Sam P. Weems and
will be interested to learn that he was
recently appeinted Assistant Superlntend—
ent of the parkway with ueadquarters in
Roanoke, Mr. Weems is well known from
his former dealings with you who live
along the way. He personally appraised
or purchased almost all of the lands for
Pine Spur, Smart Rocky Xnob, Cumberland
Knob and Bluff Parks. We belicve he d;d

& very fine.job and that he made many

good friends. Mr. Weems has also becn -
monaging the construction in the ‘parks,
H¢ will continué to look after and guide

|this work from the park office in Wilkes-

boro. His work as Assistant Superintend-
ent of the parlomy will mean he will be
doing most of the business between you
and the parkway office. Leasing of lands,
fire protection and operation and main-
tenance of the parkway and the parks will
be under his control. He will 2lso be in
charge of the ranger service.




PARKWAY RANGZR SELECTED

Final organization of the parkway ranger
service or patrol began this monti with
the transfer of Wallace D. Barlow from
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia to
this office where he will be in charge of
Virginia sections of the parkway. We are
expecting three more such men in the near
future--a second for work in Virginia and
two for assignment in North Carclina.
These men have been selected from the Civil
Service lists, since all jobs of this na-
turc are subject to Civil-Service examina-
tion. - :

Ag we have previously said to you,
these men arc on duty not only as officers
of the law to protect the Government's
property, but also to be helpful to all
vho use the parkway and the parks. We
have noted lately that there has been much
less trezpass on parloway lands for unlaw-
ful timber cutting and other damaging acts.
We feel sure, therefore, that the rangers
will be busy moest of their time with more
constructive duties, such as boundary and
sign location, planning for leases of land
and watching for fires and making maps for
fire control. B

The appearance of Mr. Barlow on the
Job will be made in the regular uniform
worn by all rangers in the National Parks
throughout the country and he will travel
in a car bearing a Naticnal Park:Service
license. You should Yecognize him easily
and we hope you will make yourself and your
problems known tc him. Mr., Barlow re-
places Mr. Frank Farrell who wvas ftemporarily
doing this work and who will now. spend all
his time on-the picnic and camp ground con-
‘struction at Rocky Knob.

"FIBREWOOD STILL AVAILASLE

This is to remind you, in casc you did
not see the last bulletin, that firewod
is available froec to families who are in

e

17125

real need of it for use in their om
homess Applications are received by
the foremen in charge of the landscape
worlk on the parkway near Smart, Vir-
ginia, and on the parkway near Cumber-
1and Enob Park: just south of the North
Carolina and Virginla line. Tho wood
is dead and damaged timber and brush
clenncd up by the men who are working
on the improvement of - the parkway lands.
It must be hauled away by the family
desiring it in light trucks and in

a manner acceptable to the foremen in
chargze of the work. :
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A MATTER OF SAFETY

In making plans fer the parkway, the
National Park Service has fought against
unnecessary. c¢ross roads, side roads and
intersections., They are always points
of "friction" alongz any hizhway and
they are a major point of accident. In
the mountains the sharp curves and
steep grades on the roads and the high
cuts and fills often cut off the vision
of the driver and the danger of acci-
dent is much grecater than in Fflatter
country where one cen scc the on-coming
car far ahead. For the safety of the
thousands who will soon he wusing the
parkway and for those who must cross
it as well we have tried to reduce the
number of entrance points and to place
them where conditions were most safe,

The Service has considered this
problem so importart that bridges are
being built to carry the parkway over
or under the main state highways,
avoiding the ecross traffic entirely.
The amount of traffic on other roads’

-may not justify the cost of a bridge,

BUT the danger is just as great for
those who do cross.

In locating the pariway, the Service
has tried not to disturb the regular
activities of the comrunities through
which the parlmay passcs. VWhereo i%
comes close to existing roads or
crossed them, it is planned to rebuild
them so that they will e fully as goond
and as useful to you as they were
before the parlwoy development. Gnner-
ally, therefore, as a private proverty
owner, you will still have your samne
rights of zccess to the state highwe,
system. We do not feel thet the
individual owner ALSO nceds a private
entrance to the narlway. sccordingly

we nave discouraged private roads to
the parlway or crossing it and we have
asked that you enter the parkway road
from the nearest public access pro=-
vided. In very few cases will this
mean driving on the secondary road

‘system more than a2 mile or itwo at the

most before you can get on the parkway.
Then, once on it, we bdelieve you will

- roalize as you drive it in the future,

the safety valuz of the "FEW ENTRANCES"

idea. _ N
The parkway is not a "local" road;

it is a "national" road.

USE OF UNAPPROVID ACCESS IS ILLEGAL

Lately our rangers have reported that
a nambor of abutting property ovwners
are crossing the parkwoy lands to the
motor drive where no easement or right
to cross has been granted, This is
of ten dangerous and it is always danag—
ing to the parkwey lond itself and must
be considered by us an act of trespass,
The rangers are being asked to check
carefully ¢n these protlems and to
issue warninzs. In cases where the
trespass continues the rangers have
been authorized to obtain conrt orders.
We hrps thzt such injunctions will nod
be necessary and that owners will co-
oparate, abiding by their aszreeuments.

C. Co C. CLMP

During the month word was rcceived
from Washington that a Civilian Conser-
vation Corps cemp of 200 men will be
placed in Rocky Xnob Park, Virginia.
This is the first comp to te placed on
the Blue Ridge Parimray and their work.
will consist mainly of landscape develop—
ment on the section of parkway vetween

{over)



Smert, Virginiz, and the Pinnacles
of Dan. The program will include
forestry and erosion control work,

- grass sceding and planting of trees’

and shrubs to beautify the parkway
lards. The camp is expected to
move into place in the early spring.

19794

RANGERS APPOINTED

Bering the month parkway rangers E.
M. Dale and 3. T. Campbell arrived on
the job, BMr. Dale's assignement of
territory will cover from Tuggles Gap,
near Floyd, Virginia, to the North
Carolina State line, headquarters,
Eillsville, Virginia. Mr. Cempbell's
petrol is from the State Line south
to in the vicinity of Lawrel Springs,
North Carolina, with hecadquarters at
¥orth Willeshoro, North Carslina.

 — ™ ~—™
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FOR THE ENJOTMENT OF ALL

Recently we have been told that a
few people along the way have réferred
to the Parkway as "a rich man's road”.
They- have expressed the belief that its
use will be restricted to one class of
people. They hove said that the local
people will not be invited to use it.

Nothing could be farther from the
truth. The Blue Ridge Parkwey wlll be
opened for the use and enjoyment of
211 the Nation alike, whether they
live within "the stonels throw of the
road itself" or vhether they come from
the far corners of the-United States.

While the rich folks may use it as
they please, we believe that thess
people will probably use it leust of
all, They are able to spend vacations
at the expensive resort hotels. It
is for thosec of lesser means that the
parkway will provide a new vacation
land - those many Americans vho work
in the factories and Tusiness houses
of "the ¥owns and citles and vho are
not often able to visit natural park
areas.

NOT FOR BUSINESS TRAFFIC

Perhaps the "rich man's road" idea
grew from a misunderstanding of why
it is that we wish to 1limit the use
of the parkway to passenger or pleasure
automobiles. In the first place, the
rarkway is being developed for purposes
of recreation - not for busiress. That
is the part of the State highways.
Incidentally, it is important for you

to realize that the parkway will not
interfere with the important truck
and farm roads which serve the local
communities. We cxplained in the
last issue of the NEWS how we planned
to rebuild any road of this type
vhick the parkway construction may
disturb. ,

Sccondly, we feel that business’
and pleasure do not "mix" on a park-
way. Heavy trucks and busses on
the scenic road would be dangerous
to all vho use i:i. They move more -
slowly or the steep grades than the
lighter cars and thus cause con—
gestion, delay and accidents vhich
often involve humen 1ife:, Because
of their size, trucks obsiruct the
view of the "sight distance” which
cnables 2 motorist to judge when it
is safe for him to pass. Because of
their weight, they are damaging to
the road surface which is being
placed on the parlomy and which is
not meant to carry loaded trucks.

Wo beclisve that, becemse of the
long grades and sharp curves on the
parkvay, the through truckinz would
do as well to travel on the straighter
and more level State reoads in the
lower country. If we are to pro-
hibit successfully the long—-distance
trucking, it is necegsary that we
treat all alike and prohibit local
trucking and business traffic as
well.

The specd limit on the parkmay
will probably be the same as that on
the State kishways, which means that
the cars wiil probably average &



speed of 35 miles per hour. Again,
for reasons of gafety, we believe

it necessary to prohibit slow moving
vehicles draym by horse or oxen.

Incidentally, we would point out
that in certain park developments
we are bullding many miles of horse-
back trail. On these trails, of
course, horseback riding by local
peonle and others as well will be
encouraged. 7

In connection with thls problem
of keeping the trucks off the
varkvay, we are talking about
trucks when they are being used
to haul produce of any kind in
connection with farming or any
other business. We know that
trucks are used to carry chil-
dren and often grovwnups back
and forth from picniecs and °
other outings of Sunday Scheol,
Church and other community groups.
You may be assured that when the
cargo of a truck is one of children
or of older people pleasure boung,
they will be allowed to use the
parkway as much as any other
rassenger car.

Our belief is strong that we are
correct in the idea that the Blue
Ridge Parkwvay should be considered
as a "park", and that business
traffic ghould not be permitted.

We hope that you will help us to
operate on this basis.

25601

LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT

Spring arrived early in the Blue
Ridge this year, with the bright,
yellow bloom of the Spicebush and
the white of the Shadblow or. Sarvus.:

They arc only heralds of the glorious

display of color yet to come.

The Parkwey region has been par-
ticularly favored by nature, as the
vegetation includes not only most

of the trees and shrubs found farther

north, but also many found in pro-
fusion only in this area, such as
the brilliant Flame Azalea and the
Catawba or Purple Rhododendrona

In the month of May the Dogwoods,

(or Ivy), Flame and other Azaleas,
and meny other varieties of shrubs
and wild flowers will attain their
greatest effect.

While you drive along and enjoy
the beauties of nature, we hope that
you will remember that this is your
parkway, and, 1f you sec anyone )
damaging or removing plants or
flowers, you will remind them that
every flower taken leaves one less
to be enjoyed by others.

Next month we hope to tell you about

our plans for landscape development,
by which we hope to reveal the natura
beauty that exists and improve the
immediate road slopes,

Hawthorus and Wild Crabapples, of the
small flowering trees, and the Laurel

N
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NEW PAEKWKI APPRDPEIATION VOT“D BY
CONGRESS

An amount of $3,500,000 for con-
struction on the Blue Ridge Parkway
during the year ending July 1, 1939,
was voted by the Congress of the
United Statcs as part of the Interior
Department Bill, which carries items
for conmstructlon in all of the na-
tional parks. These new funds bring
the total of money, therefore, to the
parkway to about $14,000,000.

Plans for work under this fund in-
clude the construction of 20 miles
of the parkwsy south from Rock Fish
Gap in Virginia, There 1g also a
possibility that the parkway will be
placed under construction for 10 or
more miles near the Peaks of COtter,
Bedford, Virginia,

:In FNorth Carplina, the plans call
for construction south from Wazon
Boad Gap at Mount Pisgah for a dis-
tance of 14 miles, and the con~
struction of a section near Blowing
Rock and Boone.

A number of bridge contracts, and
contracts for additional paving
work, guard rall and landscaplng
will also be provided for by the
new mongy on those sections of the
parkway on which the first contracts
have been finished,

NEW CONTRACTS ADVERTISED

During the past month bids on the
grading wrk were osked by the United
States Bureau of Fublic Works
enginecers for section 2-L of the
parkway, leading to Mt. Mitchell

from the north., This gtretch ig 10
miles in length,

In Virginia, right of way diffi-
culties were worked out on section
1-1J south from the Pinnacles of Dan
for 10 miles. Although bids for the
grading work on the parkway have not
been asked for as yet, it 1s expected
that the various contractors will be-
sharpening their pencils by the “time
thig bulletin reaches you.

The two sections to the south vhich
will connect the sectlons now built in

Virginia and North Carolina we also hope

to see placed under construction this

Cosunmmer, -

BLUFF PARK GETS C. C. C. CAMP

. We are glad to report that a second
C C C camp for the parkway will
move into the Bluff Park near Laurel
Springs, North Carolina, and will be
ready for work by October, - The young
men in this cemp will wordon the
landscaping of the parkway, including
forestry clsamip, plantinz of shrubs
and trees and zrass seeding of the
slopes and shoulders. )

The United States Army expects %o
build the camp immedlately.

Incidentally, work on the recreas-
tion paric at the Bluff is now going
forward rrpidly under the WP A
program, whaich has been ermploying as
many ag 250 men. The new C C C
camp will not be used on the park
vork and the WP A program will
go forward the same as before.

VIRGIWIA CAMP MOVES I

Ag this paper is beirg written,
the buildings which will house the
C C € men at Bocky Knob Pork, ncar
Floyd, Virginia, arc fast geing up.

Nucber 8



It is expected that actual work on
the parkway will begin about July 1.
This camp will alsc be used to do
landscaping on the parkway and this
will not -inferfere with the park
construction under the WP A pro-
gram,

VISITORS T PARKWAY ARE PLEASED WITH

LAUREL AND REDDODENDEON

With some of the plenicking and
camping areas on the parkway avail-
able, and even though the loose stone
on the parltway does not meke pleaszant
driving, our rangers report an in-
creasing mumber of visitors along the
way, especially in the piecnic areas.
The small development at Cumberland
Knob, near Galax, had over 400
visitors on a Sundsy last month.

The Bluff Parke in North Carclira
and Rocky Knob Parlt in Virginia
have also teen reported nearly
filled at times with people from
nearby. A murber of automobiles
bearing out-of-state licenses have
been noted slong the parlvay and in
the areas to the side.

Many people have written into
this office about the wonderful
views that may be scen from the
parkway, But lately they have
talked more ahout the fine bloom
of the Flame Azalea, the purple
Rhodendron and the Laurél (or Ivy).
We are very hapry to say that we

26834

‘have had much less trouble this.year

with people picking the flowers. 4
number of reports have come into this

‘office about the help which local

people gave us in this respect. We
have long realized that those who
live in the mountains =eec these
flowers in bloom in their own back
door yard and that it is the city
people who are so taken with them—

g feyw of them are "mach to much

taken"; tut we believe that cvoryone

- will realize in time that, if the -
- parkvay 1s to remain beautifizl, these

flowers must "remain". TWe apprazciate
wvhat many of you did to help the
rangers in this work. '

INSPECTION BY OFFICIALS ¢

National Park Service Director, lir.
Arno B, Cammerer, accompanied by Mrs,
Cammerer, drove over the parkway from
Blowing Rock to Roanoke recently and
were among our most enthuslastic
visitors. :

Miss Isabelle Story, editor in
chief of the Park Serviecs, also
spent some time with us., The editor’s
cffice will write the stories for the
newspapers and the magazines about the
varkway. We told Mizs Story that by
next year we will begin to be ready

for all the tourists she wents to C;-

invite,

L
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APPROPnlALIOhS VOTED BY CONGEESS

The June edition of the News
announced thai three and a half
million dollars had been voted by
the Congress for work on the Park-
way during the twelve months which
began on July 1. Since that time
an additional two million dollars
has been approprizted by the Second

‘Deficiency Act. This brings the
total of all Parlway appropriations
to sixteen million dollars and it

(ifll‘mean that iz the near future
vne half of the entire length of
the 500-mile Parkway will be under-
way. The States of Virginia and
North Carolina ané the Federal
Government arc now worxing to put
this new money to work =s soon as
possible. Grading of the Parkway
in sections of about ten miles in
length is expected in Virginia
oGuth from Rockfish Gap for 20 or
30 miles and for 20 miles near
the Peaks of Ofter in Bedford
County.

In North Carolina the new
l_ (;1ney will build about 14 miles
rom Mount Pisgah south toward Great
Smeky Mountzins National Park and
l_ a section between Boone and Blowing
Rock with possivly another short
section nearer Mount Mitchell.
A number of road bridges and over-
nasses will also be Tailt in both
States.

ANOTHEE SECTION ADVERTISED

The 10-mile section from Meadows
of Dan south toward the State line
L was advertised by the Bureau of
Public Roads duringz the month. The
necessary consiruction money is also
at hand for boilding the remaining

pariment of the Interior, 611 Shenandosh dlfa Insurance Building. Roanoke, Virginia,

20 miles to econnect with that part
of the Parkway now tuilt in upper
North Carolina and it is expected
ihat this work will be advertised in
the neart futurc.

OILING BEGINS -

Word. has recently been received
that oiling of the road has begun in

"Poth States though progress has been .

poor because of the rainy weather.
ver 100 miles of paving is now
under contiract and it is not expected
to be finished before late September.
Meanwhile, travel over the Parkway
will not ©te a% its best. The enzi-
neers have as'zed us to szy to 211
tourists that the road is "closed"
until fall. Through this paner we
have already acked those living in
the vicinity of the Parltway to keep
off the road as mich as possible
when the oil is fresh. TVhere there
is need to cross the road or to
drive on a part of it to carry on
farming or regular business, the
engineers have made arrangements
with the contractor to permit such
travel. We know that "hay must Dbe
made while the sun shines" and the
angineers want to co-operate.

'PARKWAY LANDSCAPING

We have for a long time been
saying that we were going to write
aboat this worlk and while there is
sone space left in this Bulletin,
we will make a start. In llarch, we
widertook the flrst of this work on
a section in Floyd and Pranklin
Covnties, Virginia. Also worlt has
gore forward on 10 miles in North
Carolina just south of the State



line. The first job is to remove.
from the woods and fields on the
Parkway land the dead and down
timber and debris which, of course,
helps reduce the danger of fire and
improves the looks of things as well.
In the next job, the stomp growth is
removed so ihat the tetter trees may
have the light and air and so that
they may be scen. Here and there,
under careful supervision, some
trees and branches are removed to
allow views off the mountains and
to show the rhedodendron, lauprel,
and azalea in the backzround.
Buring the summer and next winter
‘this work will be carried on
throughout 100 miles of the Park-
way. This past spring we have
done, in addition, tree and shry
planting on three miles in Virginia
as an example of what is proposed
all along the road durinz the fall
planting season. Inring the summer
one of the most interesting parts
of tkhe work 1s to go ahead with

the improvement of fields and
rastures. Many fields wiil he
allowed to grow back naturally into
woods or they will be planted with
seedling trees. Other fields will
be limed, fertilized, and seaded.
Some are plamned as wild flower

sznd game food meadows. In co-oper-
ation with some of the county
agents and with the advice of ex-
perts on wildlife, we have arranged
to get the proper ssed to build wup
food for quail and the other zame.
One of the important ideas is to
get a growth high snovgh to he
above the winter snow line. These
game food areas will, of course,
require cutting in the spring to
keep down the locust and sassafras.

We have written before about
the idea of leasing certain lands
after this nrocgram is finished, so
what we mention above with regard
to this iIs not new o you. It wos
said that this Service is interesteqd
in helping all it can to make the
farms as seen from *the Parkwoy road

29764 '

part of the picture. We also propose

to co-operate with you, the county agents,
and other Federal agencies toward making
the whrle vicinity of the Pariway a

show place for good farming practice.

In the landscape program we thinic we
are making a right start on those Fark-
way lands which need improvement and rest
before they are in shape to be worked on’
e basis of leases. In this connection,
there has been more %alk of making leases
on a "sliding scale", basing the rental
on the value of the land, plus other
considerations. Thus far we. have rented
all lands, as you know, on the basis of
one dollar per acre per year and have
included in the agreements other benefits.
Befors anything definite is decided along
these lines, we will write aboult it.
Meanwhile, give us the berefit of your
ideas as to the best way to handle the
matter.

FOR THE FISHERMEW

& mumber of fishermen have asked us
what we are geing to do for them. While
firal plans have not been made, we have
a program in mind for stocking some of
the sireams on the Parkway with fish.
Fishing is permitted in the naticnal
parks but hunting is prohibited. We will
write about this subject in more detail
in subsequent issues of the News.

C
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VIRGINIA LEGISLATORS VISIT PARKWAY

Senator Harry F. Byrd, Congress-
men A. Willis Robertson, Clifion A.
Woodrum, and Thomas G. Burch, throush
whose disiricts the Parloway passes,
spent July 11 and 12 inspecting the
Blue Ridge Parkway through Virginia.
They were accomwanied bty Parkway 0f-
ficials, They traveled the riute
south from the Shenandozh Pzri bound-
ary to the Rocky Xnol Park ot Routbe
9, Here oiling of the Parkway sur—
face necessitated a by-pass throush
Stuart to the Pinnszcles of Dan Hydro--
electric project which was also
visited. The Legislators have been
greatly interested in the dovelop-
ment of the Parkway and oxpressed the
belief that the project, now well
under way, would become one of the
outstanding recreational features of
the Zast when completed. They re-
viewed the plans and schedules as
outlined by the State of Virginia,
the U, S. Bureauw of Public Roads,
and the National Park Service, which
agencies are -couperating closely
in the waork,. '

HE MIGHT HAVE TRIED A SADDLE

As this issus of the "News" is
to be about wildlife, here is a yarn
which proves (7?) that we still have
big game. We heard it just a few
hours ago, third or fourth hand, S0
we cannat vouch for it — but —-— it
ssems an old black horse straysd from
home the other night in upper Carolina.

The owner, with bridle in hand, looked

about in the dark and finally his eyes
cauzht what he thought was the horse
browsing near the Parkway, but when
he tried to bridle i%, the animal
reared up and growled —— it was a
bear.

This reminds us of the old "chest-
nut" about the hunter treed by a bear
who prayed, "Oh, Lord, if you can't
help me, for goodness sake don't you
fielp that bear.”

WILDLIFE PROGRAM BEGINS

Last month we mentioned that owr
1zndscape development would be of bene-
it to wildlife and that we intended
to stock some of the Parlaray sireams
with trout. ,

Now we are ready with a preview
of the whole wildlife program, planned
not only to imwrove conditions on the
Porlway, but with your assistance, to
develop the whole region For better
hunting and fishing. ;

The Parkway itself will become a
great sanctuary, oZfering a safe place
for geme to breed and feed. Coveys of
quail, instead of being hunted until
the last bird is killed, will flee to
the Park protection so that seed stock
will remain for the next year. Quail
and other birds not only offer food
end sport, but assist by eating the
insects that destroy cropss’

It is our hope that the Parkway
will become a great breeding ground
and that wildlife will increase to such
an extent that they will spread out
over the surrounding country and restore
it to its former glory as the "Hapny
Bunting Ground" of your ancestors and
the Indians,

We have a real job ahead, dut our
progran is actually under way. Follow
ing is a brief outline of the work we
are undertaking to help wildlife:

(1) Parkway slopes will be planted

to native grasses, shrubs, vines and trees.



(2) Worn-out and eroded fislds
will be restored to pasture or wild-
‘life and game food areas. Gullied or
very steep flelds will be returned to
forest,

(3) In granting permits for pas—
tures or agricultural use, we shall
ask you to preserve the old rail fen-
ces and to leave uncut the shrubs and
trees necessary to provide food and
cover for wildlife,

(4) Streems will be improved by
construction of log and boulder dams,
providing brush cover, and in other
ways improving conditions for fish
and geme that are dependent on water,

(8) Reering ponds, fishing
ponds, and lakes will be built and
prepared to provide proper conditicns
for fish and waterfowl.

(6) Small streams will be
stocked and closed to fishing so that
fish may grow safely. As they grow
they will continually seek larger
streams and ponds and many will move
to the waters outside of the Parkway
to supply you with better fishing.

(7} The Parkway and the Parks
will be stocked with birds and other
game as soon as they are availlable,

You probably Ymow that some of
the Parks inclwle as much as 6,000
acres and many portions of the Park-
way will pass through very large
holdings of the U, S. Forest Service.
These Park areas may be stocked with
deer and wild turkey,

YOUR HELF IS NEEDED

The above, in brief, is our pro-
gram, We can only work on Parlway
lands, but you can do much to heln
the wildlife that spreads to your
land by leaving cover along fences,
leaving a little uncut grain along
the fences to provide food, and many
other things that will mean little %o
you but much to the wildlife that
needs your help,

The job is so big that it can
succeed only if we have the help of
Wildlife and Game Fedcrations, County
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Agents, and all government organiza=
tions interested in ithis work, Dbut you
as the landowner are the most important,
The government has published many
bulletins on wildlife, but as these
d0 not always apply to your particular
condition, we have in mind extra issues
of the "News" entirely about wildlife
and we hope to have these written by
experts on each subject.

m— T nr
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I— - WY HERE ~ WY THERE

With the genernl location of the
' Poarkvey now tied dovwn we lock back five
-years to the tiie vhen there were many
lines helng nronosed for the Parkway -—

' in four sepnrnte Stmtes, on four differ-
ent mountnin ronzes many miles apart,
Feople have often onskxed how will they
know "where to go in all that pile of

I mountaing," "will they find their way

o 1t," Yean such a rond be built on medern
standards for modern automobiles?! Trese
problems were not simple, but they were
far simpler for the trained engineer ~nd
landscape architect that they would nppuar
to you and me,

l Hanr of the routes proposcd could be

. and were given up on the basis thnt they
went too for off the stralght line between

l the two purke, or for the reason that they
did not touch the most scenic points.
After review by the Stato Highwsy Commige—
sions, — the various Statcs presented to
the Federsl Govermment two major routes,
one down the Blue Ridge, and ancther lying
in the Allezhenys, together with a third

l_ ine combining parts of both. In this
carly location work the part of the State
Highwoy Dennrtments was most important.

l_ Tae Virginic ond Horth Carolina Commis—
sicns hrve contimied to be most helpful in
sclecting n locaotion for the Parkway as
more detniled problems srose. 4 large

L resnwensibility, hovever, was placed upon

the engiresrs of %he United Stotes Buream

of Public Rords. The "flagzing" of the
rond was strrted by the enginecers from
various gnps in the mountnins which were
piecked ns conirols through which the road
would necd to pous. The locntors of the

Bureru of Ronds, working closely with

landscane nwchitects of the Hational Park

Service spent vecks at a time "looking

L. out" the country before the levels wore ran.

Standards set up in Washington hod to

be met — grades could be only so steep
and curves only so sharp. The costs of
groding, tunnels, bridges, and viaducts
hod to be moasured against the scenic

and recreational qualities ‘of the sev-.
eral lines. The cost to the Statos for
buying the land hod to be weighed care-
fully and mnny other policies of planning
taken into account.

After the route had been flogged,
the Stnte Highwny Department ploced sur—
vey partics at work to make topogrophic
maps of the entire line and often of
alternnte lines where smaller choices
between this line or that remnined to
be made. Especially when winter winds
swept across the ridges, the job of
these survey parties was no sosy onC.
Their maps form the basis of the voriocus
steps toward building of the actucl
roadway. Tirst there 1s the moking of
right=of-vny maps showing the lands
nocded., Then follows the ncquisitien
by the State of thesc lands from many
nrivate owners. With each problem
diffeoring from the next, this work is
probobly the hardest of all. Kecamvhile
on many drawing trbles in Roanoke, in
Washington, and at various points along
the line the design of the engineering
and nrehitectural features of the road
goes forwvard., Upon these "contract
plons! private companies from coll over
the East nnd parts of the West submit

heir bids. To the low bidder goes
the job, in comes the fleet of trucks,
the power shovels, the graders, the
sticks of dynrmite, and the projcct
hns ronched the construaction stoge so
fomiliar to 21l of us.
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FIRE

The California forest fire of
last fall swept awey in ash and smoke
millions of dollars worth cf timber,
many homes, and several lives. The
cause? Carelessness. No one meant to
be careless, but some one failed to
think. A cigarette butt fossed from

nad
fields
the

or a small field when all nature
connived to make a tinder pox of
and woods. Thatever started it,
result is the same. That was in
California. IT CAN HAPFEN HERE,

Blue Ridese Parkway rmins through
some of the meost beautiful country in
the Mountains of Virginia and Yorth
Carolina. The Park lands are very nar-
row, esnecially so when compared with
other National Park lands. The very

fact that it is ¢p narrow makes it
5till more important to save it from
fire, its worst enemy. We have worked

out plans for fighting fires and have
men working along the entire length of
the Parzway who are trained to fight
and, what is more important, FREVENT
fires. Any of these men will be glad
to help you when you have burning to do.
The Ranger in your District is probably
the man you know best. He will be more
than willing to help out and can pos-
3ibly point out some facter in yeur burn-
ing that might otherwise be overlooked.

Because we want to lease back some
of the zocd farming land to farmers and
stockmen along the Parkway and to main-
tain all the land at its best, we called
on Professor Thomas Hutcheson in Blacks-
burg, Virginia, at V. P. I. and asked
him to tell us what he had learned about
land that was burned over. Professor

" Hutcheson is one of the ablest soil men

in the South, and besides beingz a master

_Department of the Intericr, 611 Shenandoah Life Insurance Building, Reanoke, Va.

of the science of soils,he is also a
practical farmer and dairyman. He is

quoted below:

"From the etandpoint of fortyr
vears' experience and observation, I
know of no poorer land than that which

The burning of a_pile of brush _ __is burned over from.-year-to year..-The--

short dry seasons in the fall and
spring are followed by the periods of
most destructive rains. When buraing
takes place the organic matter which
is the food for the next generation of
plant life is destroyed. The minerals
are either blown off as ash or washed
off by the rains. Seeds and young .

sprouts of legumes are destroyed. The
bare land quickly erodes away. Wien

the cover is removed from land HOISTURE
DOES NOT ENTER THE SQIL. It runs off,
carrying with it the soil itself. The
removal of cover from the land hag re-
sulted in the drying up of springs and
streams. All water that ENTERS the
land serves a useful purpese. That
flows OVER the land is destructive.

that

"It is my belief that the majority
of fires are set on purpose and allowed
to run. Where they are set to improve
grass stands the real result is decstruc-
tior, not improvement. A poor stand
can be improved by lime and fertilizer,
never by burning.!

Knowing that a mumbdber of you would
be interested in the game and other
wildlife, we asked Mr. C. 0. Handley,
one of the foremost authorities on the
subject of wildlife in the country,
what he thcusght of fires. He summed it
up in a very few words:

MP311 burning destroys the food
supply. Spring burning, from the first



of April, destroys nesting. areas, often
nests eontaining ezgs, Zarly summer
burning destroys the young, especially
insectweating birds,"

Fhat these men have said you and I
don't often think about, but we have
all seen our wooded areas go up in
smoke and ash, leaving desolation and
ths way open for rulleys. Locust trecs
that would have been fence posts in an-
other fow years, oaks_and hickory, pines
and gums and poplars, all gone, In
their plece just sour, galled land,

Fire, one of 1an£1nd's best frlends,
is under many conditions mankind!s worst
enemy, The National Park Service is
first interested in keeping fires away
from Park lands, That is because fire
will destroy the thing we are trying to
build. . You who are farmers or dairymen
or sportsmen are first interested in
better returns from your land in terms
of money or game., We will appreciate
your help, and you may be assured of .
ours in return, EKeport fires %o the
neerest Ranger or Park Service office,
The tclephone numbers and addresses are
ligted in this bulletin, We need your
help and.belicve that we can be of help

in return, A few simple suggestions
that will help prevent fires anywherst

BE CAREFUL,

Never leave a firelines,
either in a field or woods,

Be sure of enough help to
hold the fire under contrnl NO
MATTER WHAT EAPPENS. (The wind

- may change, or a spark jump the
line.)

Burn slash or brush only on
demp, still days, (That dbrush
will be worth a lot to you in a

guiley,)

Never throw down a lighted
stump of cigar or cigarette, or
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knock out your pipe in grass'
or leaves,

Never leave a trace of
fire or coals to burn un— -
attended after a fox hunt or
a picnic, A gust of wind,

a spark in leaves or grass,
and the damage is done,

ON THE PARKWAY (Tho some
‘can apply anywhore)$

Puild fires only where a
place has been provided For
them,

When you leave, be sure
your fire is out.

Do not throw buining
tobacco from a car,

Report any'fire immediately
to the Ranger,

) ‘
'M‘—ﬁl

TO REPORT FIRES, CALL

From Shenandoah Park to REock Fish
Gap (Route 250)
Call Park Service Headguarters,
Luray, Virginia,

r“ PRmioon

From Waynesboro, Va,, to Horth of
the James River,

Call District Ranger Kramer, (;'
National Forest Service,
Buena Vista, Va., phone 104

From James River to Peaks of Otter
Call District Renger L, ‘R,
Smith, KFS, Buena Vlsta, Va.,
vhone 159 MW

—  nr

From Peaks of Otter to Smart View
Call Park Service Headquar—
ters, Roanoke, Va,, nncne
24827

From Smart View to Virginia line
(Includes Smart View & Rocky Xnob
Parks)}
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Contact E. M. Dele, Park
Ranger, Hillsville, Va.,

. er
CCC Camp NP-14, Woclwine,
VEL., (MI‘. B, J. Iﬁfle| Park
Service Svpt.)

 From Virginla line to Deep Gap

Call Deputy Park Warden
A, G. Dillon, Route 2,
Galax, Virginia

From Deep Gap (Route 421) to
Blowingz Rock
Call 3. T. Campbell, Park
Panger, Wilkesboro, H.C.,
Tifice 245, Residence 30—
F-21 '
_ or
Eartley Hunt (Elkx Creek
Agso. Caretaker) Lenoir
R'lll'al 2402;

From Blowing Rock to the Cherokces

zet in touckh with the nearest of

the following District Rangers, NFS
District Ranger G. C. Haffman,

- Lenoir, Office 17, Residence 11
District Forester J. ¥, Spratt,
Lencir, 387J
Tistrict Ranger N. F. Rogers,
Marion, Cffice 221
District Banger C., C. Davenport,
Hot Springs, Office 17
District Porester J. B, Spratt,
Asheville 6343J
Dictrict Ranger J. W. Squires,
Gffice Brevard 2501, Residsnce
call Transylvania County Cpera~-
tor 5206

PROTECTICN OF PARKWAY SURFACE

The final running surface of the

Parlevey is now in plece on several

sections, Many people have told us of
the pleasure they have had from driving
The pecple who live

over this roadway.
alcng the Parkwey use it nmost of all

and therefore would eecm to be the ones

most interssted in tkeeping" it.

39264

There has been acme mizuse, and
we would 1ike to call your atitention
to it, 4s you ¥now, iractor cleats,
iron wheels, and the chod heoves of
horses gouge and cut the surface.
Some travel by this type of traffic
is necessary, but the damaze it does
can be reduced with 1litile effort cm
the part of the users and wonld help
a great deal tovard keeving up the
road.

Tractor wheel bands sre chean,
easily put on or taken off. Tractor
cleats are the most damaging fzctor
we have to contend with. WNext in
point of damage is the use of old
auto wheels. A quick, easy, and
simple remedy is to use old tires

_ over the wheels. &As for the parrow

iren wegon wheels and shod horses,
be as careful as pessible and only
cross the Parkway when it is abso-,
lutely necessarye.

while there are laws covering
&1l thesze thinegs we donti want to
use them, believing that if the
seriousness of the damege is called
to your attention yeu will be glad
to help rather tlan hurt the road.
Certainly it iz to your advantoge
to help, If you have any :doubi
about the proper use of the Pagdiway
your ranzer will be glad to edvise
you and help ia any way he cane
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PAVING CONTRACT FFARS COMPLETION I
'4 VIRGINIA

Final surfacing of the Parkway
l from Bent Mountain Pogt Office through
to US 58 near Meadows of Dan, a stretch
of about fifty miles, has been nearly
completed and the barricades have been
I removed, While the Parkway is not
officizlly opened, travel will be ner-
nitted at the driver's cwn riszk during
l the late fall and winter, Sactions of
(:Jhe Pariovay in Worth Carolina between

the State line and Boone are partially

completed as to surfacing and will be

opened on the same basis.
Official opening of the Parkway is

get for early spring in Virginia and

l_ July 1 in North Carclina where mileage of
completed roadway will total one hundred
0odd miles. Wo opening ceremonies are

l planned fcr next spring, but the official
opening will be widely anacunced arnd an
invitation extended to the tourists to
drive over the road. Next year's issues
of the various road maps published by

oil companies and travel bureaus will

show these sections of the Parkway as
[‘(hjelng opened to traffic,

The official onening is being de-
layed until next spring in order that a
mumber of items ¢f work may be finished
which will be required before the Parlkway
is considered safe, including placement
l‘ of traffic and informational signs, con-

struction of log guard rail and guard

wall, and painting of the Parltway center-

line stripe., Also during the winter and
l_ early spring work will go ferward in the
landscaping of the Parkway rcadside,
Plans for this worlc will mean that by
spring portions of the Paritvay will be
very nearly a completed sample of what
the, final roadway of five hundred miles
will be for its entire lensth. The open-
- ing planned for next spring will see

F

ccmpletion, or near completion of
three of the vecreational ‘paris with
facilities for picnicking, camping,
niking, and other sports ready for
use. Tnese are Rocky Knob in
Virginla and Cumberland Knob and

he Fluffs in North Carclina.

| TRAVEL AT YOUR OWN RISK

A word more for the bemefit of
those who choose to drive over the
Paritway prior to next spring when it
will bs completed., A number oi
signs along the way =advise a speed
limit of twenty-five miles per hour
for the present time. This is for
your owm proteciion because warning
signs and guard rail have not been
placed. Also, we are interested in
traffic moving slowly to insure the
aafety of worlmen along the Parlkway
roadside, While in a few places it
is necessary for local trucks to
cross the Parkway pavement, its use
by commercial or business traffic
is prohibited, During the winter
rebuilding of certain secondary
State roads parallelling the Parkway
will make it possible then to remove
trucks from the Parkway entirely.
{An earlier Bulletin pointed out, you
will remember, that we speak of
trucks which are being used for
business purposes. When they are
loaded with Sunday Schocl children on
a picnic or others seeking recreation,
they will have the same rights as any
passenger car.)

TEE PARKWAY, A GAME RESUGE

The season has opened for hunting,



BUT it is not opened for hunting on
the Park or Parkway lands. Many of
you will have friends shooting on
your lands, perhaps some others %oo,
Please nelp us by showing the hunters
the Parkway boundaries and seeing that
they do not follow a trall across
them. Your help in this matter may
save vour friends from trouble and
will surely help to protect seed steock
for the long range comeback of game
along the Parltway which will malke in
the future more and better hunting.

QUESTION AND ANSWER COLUMN

Due to the number of gquestions
being asked our field men, we have de-
cided to attempt a "Quastion and Answer
Column." To be published the questionsg
st be of general irnterest - farm
practice or improvement, game, fish,
forestry, or matters of Parltway use.
This will be in line with our :ioliey %o
help where we carn in farm improvement
adjacent to the drive. )

About questions with which we are
not familiar we will get for you the
best information we can. Many bulle-
tins on various agricultural subjects
have been printed by the Government,
and we may be able to point ocut one
that will answer your question in de-
tail, .

Mail your questions to:

Blue Kidge Parkﬁ5§,

633 Shenandoah Life Ins, Bldg.,

Roancke, Virginia, ' ,
or band them to any Parktway O0fficial.

-ING UNDESIPABLE WEEDS AND GRASSES

Several farmers and gardenersalong
.2 Parkway have asked for a formila
that will kill the tough, wiry weed
zrasses so damaging to crops. We called
or. our friend, Professor T, B, Hutcheson,
of VYo Po I+ for the answer., Bere ig
vhat he told us:

"Phe best commercial poison I know
is a product of the Chipman Chemical Co.
of Boundbroolz, Ne Jo It is called "Atla-
cide" and costs about 12¢ per pound in
100 1b. lots. Zor the best results use

42435

about 75 lbs. to the acre, dissolved

in water and sprayed on WHILE THE

GRASS IS GROWIXG. The land cannot

be used for six meonths following

applicaticn. :
"Kerosene sprayed on at €0 gallons

to the acre is alsoc effective,"

Do not overlcok the fact that
land treated to lkill these grasses
will be useless for a season.

Several people have asked if the
Paric Service intended using wire,
gquaclz, or crab grass cn fills and
other banks. Be assursd that no
plantings of undesirable plants or
crasses will be made. OCur aim is to
improve, not damage the land.

FIRE WOOD AGAIN AVAITATDLIE

We have saved from the clean-up of
dead and down timber along the Parixway
a consideratle quantity of cord wood,
largzely dead chestnut. We have permis—
sion to give free a certain amount of
this wood to families in need of relief
on a basis similar to that which was
follewed last year. Tae wood may be
collected only on Tuesdays and Thursdays
between 10 A. M. and 4 P. M., beginning
Thurcday, December 1. A letter from
your county relief agency may be ad-
dressed to the following foremen in ‘
charge of the work who will advise what /.-
wood may be taken and the route that mu
be followed in hauling the wood away:

From Adney Gap to Smart, Va.,

Hre Bo W. Raasey, Serele
From Tuzgles Gap south on the
Parkway for six miles,

Mr., J. W. Whorley
NC State line to Air Bellows Gap
(Twenty miles) _

}’!r- O- T. Eallentiﬂ?, B.fu B
Air Bellows Gap i Meadow Fors
near Taurel Springs (ten miles)

Mr. L. A. Sharpe

Remember that the wood may be col-
lected only on Tuesdays and Thursdays
. although arrangenents may be made in
advance with any of the above listed.
2

C
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THE 35 MILE SPEED LIMIT

Traffic regulations on any public
highway have but one purpose, the safety
of those using it.

The Elne Ridge Parkway was designed
for the pleasure of the moioring public
and to make accessible to them the bdeau-

tiful views and mowntzin scenery thai is
not generally found along the route of the ¢
ordinary highway. This Parkway road dif~
fers from the regula~ public highway be-
muse 1t 1s not designed to take you from
( .2 tomn to another over the most direct
and least expensive route, rnor is it de-
signed to carry great volumes of comuer-
cial traffic at high speed between such
points. Taz Parlomay moior road was
Planned primarily so that the public
1uld enjoy the natural scenery without
enGOuntelin" commercial traffic hazards
and unsightly roadside developments.

For those who wish to drive the
Parkway at this time it is necessary for
us to use every means at our dispesal io
safeguard them against accident. In ad-
dition to certain technical reasons this
speed restriction of thirty-five (35)
miles per hour has been placed on the

Tkway traffic at this time because the
Curves are unrmarlzed, the shoulders espe-
cially on fills have not sufficiently
settled anl sre still snft, the cent-rline
stripe has not been placed, guard rails
have not been set uv, and the banks
through cuts have not been sloped to their
firal position which will allow vroper
sight distance. These factors shculd be
considered if you have a tendoncy to want
to "step on the gas" in places where it
might look safe %o those wio have not con-
sidered the absence of these safety provi-
sicns.

There are hundreds of men engaged in
the various construction jobs along this
motor road who must be protected from hign
speed traffic., At eacn poinit- vhere thzce
men are engaged in their work there w1l¢

be found eqguipment being used that might
be difficult to move at a moment's no-
tice. High speed under such conditions
would endanger both the motorist and the.
workmen. Traffic regulations are there-
fore essential to their safety and yours.

Because of these temporary unsafe

onditions the surfaced sections of the
Parkway nave not bgen opened 'officially
and can be used by the general public only
on the "travel at your own risk" basise
Under those conditions, however, it has
been determined that a maximum speed of
thirty-five (35) miles per hour on the
open road and fifteen (15) miles per
honr through sections where worling crews
are engaged 1n construction are the high-
est speeds consistent with safety. It
will be necessary for us to enforce these
regulations in order to protect both the
pablic traveling the FParkway and the
workmen sngaged in its construction.

When the Parlkway motor road has been
completed and officially opened to the
general public new speed regulations will
be established and posted along the motor
road. Until this time, however, traffic
on the Parkway must observe the regula-
tions now in force--that is thirty-five
(35) miles on the open rcad and fifteen
(15% miles through work crews.

GAME ~ WINTER FEEDING

Bvery farmer saves his choicest and
hardiest graing for next year's seed. He
¥nows that without the seed for the next
rlenting he will krave to dig deep in his
pocket before he can plant again. The
same is true with game. Once gone, i%
is hard indeed to replace.

A wise hunter and true sportsman
will always leave seed. If he doesn't
it is he and the landowners who lose.

Te all know that ore quail alone will
freeze to death, and even when coveys



—=——verely cold winter.

Jmddle together some freeze during a sc-
Leave at least six,
or better, eight, after the hunting sea—
son. If the food is short or the snow
Aeavy, or if rou want to attract quail to
vour land, feed them. Feed them in shel-
vered places where they have protection
from hawks and an even chance to eiude
cats, fox, and mink, Edres of briar
patches, young pine, or thick brush are
good places, also a corn shock at the edge
of a field opened to form a shelter.
Cracked hard grains or whole small grains
are fine bird food. Birds will eat al-
most anythin: they can get when snow is
heavy.
of shelter that is neither too high nor
too low thet it fills with smow.

A few hours' work will mean less bug
roiscn to bty next year.

GOOD FIRE RECORD

The October issue of the News car-
ried an article about Fire Prevention in
which we asked our Parkway neighbors and
patrons to aid us in preventing forest
fires along the Parlkway, particalarly
during fire season. In the year 1938 only
two fires occurred which demaged Parkway
lands. One of these was started by a

carelese smoler who threw down a cigarette

stump. The fire was discovered by an
alert employee and extinguished before it
had burned. over more than a quarter acre
of land. The other fire was started by
some one burning brush and letting it get
out of control. This fire burned over iwo
¢r three acres before found and extin-
gaished.

This good record could not have been
made without your help, and it shows that
“our neighbors and visitors have joined
with uz in preventing damage by our com-—
mon enery, Fire. Let's keep up the good
work.

QUESTICH AND ANGWER

Are the stamps issued for hunting .on
Hational Forest arens good for hunting on
Blue Ridgze Parkway lands or on any land
owned or cortrolled by the National Park
Service?

They -re not gnod, since no person
has or will be given permission to hunt

ab

Bruch shelters help as do any sort’

on any land controlled by the Blue Ridgeh
Parkway, these lands having been set
aside as a game preserve.

It is hoped that the numbers of all
Zame species along the Pnrkway will be
increased by planting foad and cover and
by protection of all wildlife and that
this increase will be f2lt in the a2d-
joining countryside. Although wrivate
land cwners are privileged to do as they
choose in regard to wildlife on their
property, it is our wish that ther will
help build np the supply. Te will be
glod to snswer any questions in regard
to wildlife if you will mail them in to
US. ’

The Park Service heard that there
snows and frosts to be found on the

were
high mountains aimest any day in summer,

and certainly during the other seasons.
We tracked the rumor to Coleman Ridge and
found that it was certainly true. Whole
families of Snows and Frosis, big and
1ittlel

To our Readers we extend best wishes
for happiness and prosperiiy throughout
the coming year!
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. MORE l§.'BC)UT PRIVAT.E. RO.ADS

. In the "News" of last April we ex—
Plained why we have fought to keep pri-
vate roads connecting with or crossing ,
the Parkwray to the smallest possible num=—
l ber. Surely they are thorns in the side
of any high speed highway, and like
thorns they are not only uncomfortable
tut algo they may endanger human life it-
~self-—the life of those who cross and
thoge who travel along the highway. _
Dates have been set for the opening
I “ext spring of portions of the parkway in
(' .irginia from Adney Gap to US 58 at the
Meadows of Dan, and in North Carclina from
the State line south to US 221 near Boone..
While we do not expect a very large mumber
of people %o use the Parkway mm‘.l roreg. of
it is ready, nevertheless nex: gpring we
’ will see the beginning of the long and
ever growing siream of motor cars through
your section of the mountains. The State
agents who purchased the right-of-way have
now almost complated thz adjustment of
¢laims for the land %taken, It has been

l necessary to grant a limited mumbar of per-
atmtting land-

mits for private roads wharse
owners might othervise have teon "bhotiled
p's No additional grauts on *these sec-
k ions will be made. As new State Hizhways
or county roads ars developed we howve that

m

may be further reducoed. Yeu will remember
that we have saié that the Parkway is for
the pleasurc of the people and that it has
not been built for business or farming pur-
poses. It is a "National" road, not merely
a local road.

We shall in the near future send a let—
ter to each of the owners who now has a per—
mit for a private road in order to make
clear certain things about these permits,

A "private" road is a special right al-
lom.ng adjoin ting landowner or a group of
landowners to travel across a certain por-
tior of the Parkway lands to znd fro as may
be necessary for the use of his land for
farming and residential purposes, Also
such a road is for the use of those out-
siders who wish t0 see him or his family.

the use of private roads over Parlkway lands

On the other hand it is not a "publie"

road, and the farmer has a right to. -

- place a gave at his line and to keep

it locked so that the general public
dogs not trespass. In conirolling this
we will attempt %o help Wy placing
warning signs. At the same time since
it is a private road the landowner can-
not ask, or expect later to ask, the
Parkway tourist to come on to his land
if he should build a new store or a gas
station which would, of course, be a
commercial or a "publiz" tusiness. It
will be remembered that the permit reads
"for Tarm and residential use,

Eachk permit or deed describes the
wiéth of the private road which gen-—

- erally is eight feet for actual travel,

plus shoulders. Thus a privete road on
the Parkwar is a one-way road, whereas
mamy public roads are two lanes wide be-
cause they carry much more traffic, and
there is need for vehicles to pass,

We have had complaints from land-
owners that this width is not sufficient
to pass a furll load of hay or other pro—
duce as farm wagons cften load twelve
feet wide. VWe agree, and we have said
that when we place fernces along these
roads, as we moy cometimes do where
lands are being loased for farm work,
that we will not piace the fences closer
together than fourteen feet clear,

As to regulation of traffic on the
cress ropdg there are three 1mnortant
points:

1., A man crossing the main Park-
way road must be sure to see that the
way is clear, He should always come to
a full stop bafors crossing,

" 2, The Parkway is built for pas-
sengers not for trucking or farm use.
Zach vermit describes how leoaded trucks
or wagons rmust tzke the shortest route
acrocs, or tne shortest route to the
naarest State road.

3, The last, and a very important
thing, is thot the permittee should eross
only at the peoint where it has been



agreed that he should come on or off. To
enter his lands with a car or a wagon at .
any other point along the Farkway mesns
that he is illegally trespassing, and we
don't want to charge our nelghbors with
that.

It is important to realize that the
" Parkwsy will not "keep up" or maintain
these private roads, but that this work
ig the Job of those using thems We may do
certain work at the point where private
roads Join the Parkway, because heres we
are interested in your safety and that of
the man on the Parkway. We are interested
too in keeping mud from trackingup the
Parkwey road; however, we wish all to now

that we are in no way bound to do such work.

As a last word, we believe you under-
stand why we have had to keep down the num-
ber of crossings and why we have made core-
ful agreements as to their use. It is not
because we wish to work a hardship on any-
one,. but rather that we are concerned for
the safety of all on the Parkway property.
We know that you who have these special
rights will think of them as special and
will not abuse them.

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT LET IN SOUTHERN
VIRGINIA

Work has now been started on a con-
tract for the construction of Section 1-W
of the Parkway from Piper Gap to the Vir-
ginia-Carolina line. This places the
Parkway under construction all the way fron

Adney Gap near Roancke to Bocne, North Caro-

linz, = distance of 140 miles.
JAPANESE BEETLE

We have just been informed that the
Japanese Beetle has been found ip certain
area of western North Carolina, asnd thers
is the possibility that it may spread into
the Parkway region. The State and Federal
Dopartments of Agriculture are cooperating
to prevent further spread of these dread
beetles, It is our desire to cooperate in

1
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every way with the other Government ﬂ
agencies, end we shall appreclate re-
ports to our Rangers if you ghould see
an insect which you think may be a [

Japanese beetle.

This beetle is similar in shape to
a potato bug and is between this and a

June btug in size.

green color.

It 1s of a bronze—~ [

[

oo il
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THE FIRE SEASON AHEAD

The Spring "Fire Season" may last a
week or three months, depending on how
much 2nd how often rain falls. The "bad
conditions" will begin when the warm
spring sun and winds thaw .and then dry

the moisture from the dead leaves, grass,

and smzll limbs that lie on the ground.
This dangerous "dry" will continue until
the spring rains have brought out new
grase and the sap has risen in the trecs.
ared out the dead
leaves being in shade and warmth rot

fast and pack down so that unless there
is a long dry spell in summer they hold
water, and if fired they burn slowly.

The dry time before the new green
comes out is made more dangerous by the
brush and grass burning done by farmers,
No doubt this dry time is ripe for brush
burning from the farming standpoint for
it is between the spring plowing and
planting secason, and the brush piles re-
quire less effort to burn, We suggest
that readers look over the State Forestry
publications distributed with this issue
of the Parkway News. They contain some
good information sbout brush burning. As
for grass burning the time spent 1s more
than lost, Professor Hutchinson told us
last fzll that burning grass plots takes
away the food for the new crop and re-
duces the strength of the new grass which
opens the way for erosion. Sore mouths
in cattle and sheep can be traced di-
rectly to burned fields.

Broom sedge thrives on burning. If
vou want to kill a field of this useless
grass use a disk or spike toothed harrow
set to break deep, drill in lime, fer-
tilizer, and a good grass seed,
Lespedeza is good, but your County Agent
can give you the best combination for
your farm location and soil condition.

Burning under the best conditions is
still a dangerous business for a con-
trolled fire can get out of control so
quickly, Once out of control it may

czuse so much damage that to try it at
all is often the height of folly. You
always take a chance. Perhans there is
a better use for the brush, possibly in
gulleys where it certainly will help
slow down the erosion.

Good farm practice is based on con-
serving everything of value, Safety and
good farm practice go hand-in hand in
this case as always asnd that makes a
double reason for BEING CAREFUL WITH
FIRE, '

LET'S ORGAWIZE TO FIGHT FIRE
Phere are a few counties through

which the Parkway passes that do not
have organized forest -fire protection.

" Several are in the process of being or-

ganized, and several are waiting for
State funds to help pay expenses of such
an organization, ‘

This Service and other Federal Bu-
reaus heve several trained fire fighters
along the Parkway and some officers qual-
ified to train others., If any citizens
are interested in organizing fire-fight- |
ing units we will be glad to give a
training course in fire prevention and
fire fighting, We also have available
motion pictures dealing with this sub-
ject., Ve realize that it would be hard
to find a man who works outdoors who has
not fought fires, and most farmers and
other outdoor men are good &t it, But
we know also that 15 men trainecd as a
unit are more valuable than 50 worklnu
as individuals,

A big advantage to property owners
adjoining Federal lands is thot where
trained crews of fire fighters cover ad-
joining land, the agencies rcsponsible
for the crews may make "Co-opecrative
Asreements" with Federal authorities.
This means that if a crew goes to a
fire and finds the job too big for a

small group they may call on the




Government forces for help even though
Federal land is not afire.-

- The advantages of such.an arrange-
ment are casily seen.” ¥When fires oc-

cur--and they occur despite our bost . ef-

fort---a small trained crew can usually
take care of it. If the firc gets out
of hand, cven though not on Fedcral
lands, CCC and other Government agoncles
may be called on to help. In return
such fire-fighting groups often make the
first attaclk on fires originating on
Federal lands where our own forces are
several miles or hours away.

FIRES AND WILDLIFE -

. Of a2ll the encmies of wildlife, .
fire is the greatest, Wien fire strikes
a forest every bird and animal leaves
the vicinity immediately, Recently a
Ranger from a western park told us of
being one of a party of four men who
were surrounded by a fire, Their salve-
tion was a small island of loss than an
‘acre in a bogzy swamp., On the same is-
land at the same time were black and
grizzly bear, fox, -coyote, skurk,snakes
"of all kind, moose, deer, elk, antclope,
lynx, wild cat, squirrel, and several’
others. Natural enemies were crowded -
together, .cheek to jowl, yet not one

" made any move to harm the othexr during

the six hours the fire raged about them.
On the other hand, I have witnessed one
instance and heard of others in which
quail hcns would be burned to death
rather than desert a bBrood of young in
the face of fire, '
- But it doesn't take a forest fire
to ki1l wild things., A grass or leaf
fire, after April 1, 'is sure to barn
nests and later the young of asround
nesting birds, One of the quickest
ways to ¥kill fish is to burn along a
stream, Ash in water forms lye, Fish
are in a tough spot when their stream
is polluted, They have nowhere to run.
If the pollution is strong enough the
fish die, With as many foxes as there
are in the mountains be thankful for
rabbits. Vhen the rabbits get scarce
your poultry will suffer, and ground
burning drives out rabbits,

‘be done,

. as dv many other birds,
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i1t is true that some brush burn-
ing must be done, but it is highly
doubtful that grass burning must cver
If broom sedge is burned it
will come back stronger than ever un-
less deep-ploughed and turmed under,

Burning grass in spring for carly pas-

turage is more than wasted time accord-
ing to Professor Hutchinson of V. P, L.
To burn the grown of last year is %o
destroy the food of this year's crop,
sour the land, and cause sore mouths in
cattlo and sheap. Sour land soon be-
comes galled land, and then erosion .
starts,

If you have to burn for any rea-
son DO YOUR BURKING EARLY! By all
means be through burning by the first
of April, t

‘The ground-nesting birds start

layinz as soon as the ground is thaweggf

and warm, They are probably the most
valuable and most underpaid friends'a
farmer or gardner has, especially the
bobwhite. If you plan te raisc pota-
toes cncourage quail to live near the
patch, They are lusty caters and are
one of the few birds that cat potato
bugs, There arc at least two varieties
of sparrow that nost on or close to the
ground, These little fellows do a
great job of insect and bug catching,
We have a lot of friends wearing -
feathers, and they work hard for the
farmer and ask no pay but whot they eat.

. You can eagily increase their numbgrs(;

planting fence corners and the edges ot
good cover with buckwheat to be left
standing for winter feed, But, vhat-
ever else you do, DO NOT BURN THEM
ouT,

SUGGESTIONS FOR ALL

411 zood farmers and outdoor men
know these rules of behavior we write
below but all of us sometime . forget,
411 of us can help the other fellow and
the tourist by asking him to remember:

tStump-Flipping" ciger ond cigo-

:ret smokers should grind oult the stunp

in earth or on a rock, never in leaves
or grass.

In a car use an ash receiver

—f

L

: g



.;“
or pinch out the fire before you Uflip". |

i_ Heel-knocking pipe smokers, knock
your ash in your hand, It is easier on
the bowl rim, and if the dottle doesn't

i_ burn your hand it probabdbly will not
burn anything else,

: Campers, picnickers, and fox
hunters-~be sure your fire is dead out.
A spark, a shift of wind and a fire is
started long after you are gone, Remen-
ber that if you liked the place well
enough to eat thersé you may want to do
it agoine '

Pield, woods, and brush burners--

i be sure you have enouzh help to keep
contTol, no matter what happens, In
this connection we remember a fire last

* spring, A man and his son were clearing

’ " "and, The wind was Jjust right on the
day he 1it his fire, Man and boy were
doing fine--until the wind changed.

i Several neighbors came at his sall, but
before the fire was again "under control"
he had lost four acres of the best hard-
wood in the county, plus two acres of
mill size poplar. 4An expensive lesson in
BEING CAREFUL WITH FIRE,

T0 REPORT FIRES

¥e suggest that you place this is-

[, sue wherc you can easily reach 1%, pre-

ferably by your telephone, and in case

of fire call the noearest fire suppres-
l_(;SiOﬁ personnel listed below: '

From the Shenandoah National Park %o -
Rockfish Gap (Route 260)
Paric Rpnger Eckley, Waynesboro ;BTW

r*

From Route 250 to north of James kiver
l- District Ranger George Kramer (U,S,
Forest Service) Buena Vista 104

Otter
. District Ranger Louis Smith (U.S,
Torest Service)Buena Vista 159 MW

l— From south of James River to Peaks of

r“

~—
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From Peaks of Otter to Smart View
Park Service Heoadquarters,
Roanoke 2-4827

Smart View to Va,-N, C, line

B, J, Kyle, Supt., CCC Camp NP-14,
Call the residence of J, M, Flippen,
Stuart, Virginia

Ronger E, M, Dale or call =

W. A, Cockram, Meadows of Dan, Va,

Fronm

From Virginia-North Carcolina line to
Deep Gap, Morth Carolina
Park Zenger B, T, Campbell
Wilkesboro 245 or 35-F~2l1
. or -
Contact L, A, -Sharpe, Supt., CCC-
Canmp NFP-21, Laurel Springs

Deep Gap (Route 421) to Gooch Gap
District Forester J. B, Spratt
(N, C, Forest Service) Lenoir 260
or 387 J .

From

From Goach'Gapvto Balsam Gap R
District Ranger Wm, Huber, (U, S,

Forest Service ) Marion 221 or 140

Balsam Gap to French Broad River
District Forester J. R, Sprabt
Asheville 3860 or 6343 J

Fron

From French Broad River to Ehreinhardt
Gap ' ’ -
District Ranger Jack Fortin .

(U. 8, Forest Service) Brovard 2501
From Rheichardt Gap to Cherckee, Nu G,
Call nearest N, C. County Wardent
J. P, 4llison, Waynesville’
Sheriff's Office, Hesidence
Vaynesville 80 W

Maclt Ashe, Sylvia 0904

A, J, Sutton, National Park
Service Office, Bryson City.
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FIFTY MILES VIRGIWIA PAREWAY CFEN

Pifty nmiles of the Blue Ridge
Paﬂkway south of Roanoke was opened
to through traffic beginning Satur-

day, April 1., Cpening of a like
mileage in North Carolina will, how-
ever, awalt completion of black-top
paving under exdsting contracte ex—
pected to be completed about July 1.

. No dedication or ceremony is
planned until -a larger nortion of the
nearly 500-nile scenic roadway through
North Carclina and Virginia is linked
together, Ths soctions row open in
Tirginia have been paved with a prelimi-
nary hard surface and extend south from
the vicinity of the Bent Mountain Fost
Cffice on top of the Fleyd platean
where temporary connection has teen
made with U. S. Boute 221 highmay to
Floyd. This point is about 18 miles
from the center of Roancke City. The
B0-mile parkway section terminates in
a clover-leaf grade separation, cross-
ing U. S. 58, the Martinsville-
Hillsville road near the Meadows of Dan.
Major contracte were completed last
fall, and since then this part of the
drive has been open on the "travel-at—
your-own~risk" bagis under a speed lim-
it of 25 miles. The speed limit is 35
diles an hour and the Parkwey is main-
tained clear for traffic although way-
side park development, roadside p;antlng,
parking area, and guard rail consfrue- -
tion will continue during much of the
summer. As this incidental work is pro-
gressively completed, it is planned to
tut final speed zoning into effect in
waich the tep limits posted for passen-
ger car traffic will probably compare
with those in force on State highways
in Virginia and Horth Carolina,

The Pariiway will ba administered

~ by the National Parkk Service, and traf-

fic control laws will be enforced simi-
lar to those governing the State high-

ways. In addition, special Park Serv-

ice regulaticns will govern the protec-
tion of the Park scenery and congerva-

tion of vildlife. One of the impor—

tant regulations prohibits the uge of
the parkway drive by commercial or
businegs traffic, the Parkway having
been set agide for purposes -of recrea-
tion rather than for business: The

Virginia parkway patrol will be con—

tinuous during the tourist seascn and
is now stafied with three National
Park Service rangers who are Moasrs.
Themas XK. Garry and Wallace D. Barlow
with headouarters in Roancke and Zdwin
M, Dele with headquarters at Meadows
of Daq Virginie. In additicn to be—
ingz authorized law—-enforcement cofiicers
the rangers are charged with responsi-
bility for fire protection and gereral
public relations work with the adjacent

“landowmer and witd the tourist,

Tourist bureaus and roadmap maksrs
have been advised of  the opening of 100
miles of the Parkway with an explana-
tion that the drive is gtill under con~
strocticn and that while convenient
connections are provided with naved
State hizhways at the temporary termini
it wvill be a metter of possibly two
years before major units cf the Pariumy
will be continuous and tourist facili-
ties well advanced between Roancke City
and Asheville. A%t that time it will De
more fitting to extend an ungualified
invitation §& the people of the Country
to tour the Parkeay. During the coming
summer & tectal of 270 miles of the Park-
ray will be in varicus stages of con~
struction, 220 of which lle between
Boanoke and Asheville, Worth Caroclina,

It is estimated that intencsive use
of the Parkway will not likely develop
until the Roanoke-Asheville unit is
complated and will probably not reach
a peak until the entire drive has been
lirnked with the Shenandoch and Great
Smoky Mountains National Parkts, The
Parkway will, however, see a substan—
tial use this summer -baged on anumerous
inguiries which have been rececived from
tourist bureaus, motor magazines,
Chambers of Commerce, and iadividual
citizens within the past few months in
the Parkway office in Roancke, Many
have inquired whether or not ccmpleted



parkway sections might be eagily vigited
ag a glde trip by traffic bound to and
from the New York World's Fair. Another
‘influence for use of the Parkway is the
scheduled dedication of the Great Smoky
‘Mountains National Park in Worth Caro-
lina and Tennessee during the height of
Rhododendron bloom. A particular effort
- will be made this year to introduce the
Parlway to the Virginia and North Caro-
lina people. The mountains should prove
most attractive to visitors during the
flower bloom season, In early June the
flame. Azalea is expected to reach its
height of bloom vhich 1s ac profuse on
the Floyd plateau as in any section of
the United States. The Azalea is pre-
ceded during May by the blossom of the
Shadblow, the Dogwcod, and the Redbud,
and is followed by the bloom during June
of the Mountain Laurel and Pink Azalea,
The spring flower season closes with the
bloom of the purple and the white Rhodo~
dendron.” The Blue Rldge is particularly
noted for the lengthy bloom of native
shrubs which extends continuously for
almost three months somevhere along the
Parkway. The bloom period beging with
late April aand extends well into July in
many of tlie higher altitudes where the
cool alir delays the spring.

In addition to the availability
of 50 miles of the Parkway this summer,
recreational developments in Smart View
Park, 36 miles south of Roancke, and
Rocky Knob Parkz near Floyd will be par-
tlally opened to the publie, facilities
including scenic parking overlooks,
plenle arecas, and foot trails. Rocky
Knob Park vwhich is one of the major
recreational units planned for the Vir~
ginia sections is a Federal rescrvation
of 4,200 acres purchased with Federal
funds, featuring Rocky Knob, a 3,700-
foot peal: towering above the Floyd
platean, to the top of which trails
have been constructed. The area in-
cludes Rocl: Castle Creek, reputed to be
one of the finest trout streams in
southwest Virginia.

THE FIFE SEASON STILL WITH Us

The March tulletin was devoted to
sounding an alarm as to the dangers of the
spring fire sezson. It is quite probable
with wamm weother zsomewhat delayed that
the season will last for some weeks, As

2

59166

we write this bulletin we have been
much concerned over reports coming
into this office that as many as a
dozen fires have been burning at
several different times during re-
cent weeks in the Roancke area alone,
So far we have been quite fortunate,
however, along the Blue Ridge Parkway,
and we believe that a large part of
the credit for thls record is due %o
the care and interest which is being
shown by our neighbors along the way.
Only four small fires covering two or
three acres at the most have been re-
ported actually cn Parkway lands., May
we continue to rely upon your help
along the lines that we suggested in
the last bulletin vhich we are hoping
you are keeping near at hand in order
that if you discecver fire you can
notify the local fire officer in ac-

cordance with the compliete list of (;r

names, addresses, and telephone num-
bers included in that bulletin,

To report fires discovered.at night
please call Mr. W. D. Barlow at Salem
621, Mr. T. Garry at Roancke 4083, Mr,
Sam P, Weems at Roancke 5876, or Mr,

B, T. Campbell at Wilkesboro 35-F-21.

NEW CONTRACTS ADVERTISED

Contracts were advertised recent-
1y for construction of 20 miles of
Parkway in Nelson and Augusta Counties
from Humpback Gap south to Love, and a
section from Love to Tye River Gap., As

yet no information is available as to (;-

the successful bildder.

A contract vas advertised for the
reconstruction of secondary roads inter~
fered with by the parkwy construction
between Adney Gap on Bent Mountain and

US-58 near the Meadows of Dan. The
work to Pe done under this contract al-

s0 includes construction of three park-
ing overlocks in which provision will be
made for the motorist to turn off the
main line of the Parkway to view espe-
cially fine scenery at thesc points,
The contract 2150 includes construction
of a permanent parkway connection with
US-221 in the vicinity of Bent Mountain
Post Cffice.

A fourth contract advertised re-
cently was for a’bridgc to carry the
Parkvay cver Route 608 at Ward's Gap in
Carroll County.

i — —— — freem—e ~T — Pl
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HOW LOM: SEALL WE CONTINUE
THE "ULLIH'III

Tou may recall that in our i rst
issue we frankly said that this bu
letin would be published "from t:.me to
time", that ig, as and when we thought
that there was something of importance
to say to-you. We admit that it has
been sometime since we placed the last
issue in the "take onc" dboxes, as

- soveral pecople along the way have callcd

to our attention, btut pleass do not
feel that this has been due to the fact
that recent days in Roanoke have been
Very walme

More seriocusly and to review the
history of these pages, we wonder
whother those of you along the Parkway -
sections which are now open to traffic
have not had enough of us. Fossibly
there are a mumber of things which we
have left unsaid in whick you would
be interested. If so, we should like
to knoir vhat the subjects are because
of late we have received relatively

" few inquiries from our neighbors who

are readers of the "Hews." We have
even considered that as far as the
bulletin is concerned, and where all
of the issues have boeen circulated,

wo might say good bye and dircet owr
bullotin 2ll over again to those pcople
alonz sections where the Paritway is
new and just getting under constrmic—-
tion. This would not mean, of course,’
that we would be forgetting our old
friends, and doubtless we would take
an oppertunity now and then to come
out with a special edifion. Let us
have the benefit of your ideas about
this plan.

WORE GOES AHEAD

During the present summer almost
290 miles of the Parkway will be in
various stages of construction. In
northern Virginia just south of the-
Shenandoah Park, one 10-mile section
has been let, and we expect the shovels
in on two additional sections 1ln the
near future., Ilear the Peaks of Otter
ten miles of woriz have been advertised
for tids, and a cecond ter miles should
be advertised scon. The contradtors. .
on Sections U, V, and W from the Pin-
nacles of Dsa south to the north Caro-
lina line are making excellent prog-
regss, and it locks like we may be able
to travel through at least to Pipers
Gap by some time in the fall.

In North Carolina, Section 2~F
between Deep Gap znd Blowing Rock is
expected to .be advertised soon, and .

~as you have glrezdy been informed

much work is undsrway in the heavy _
mountaing between Linville and Ashe- |
villes Also we are biting iato the .
bigz mountains in the vicinity of ,
Pisgah. Liandscavpe planting and seed-.
ing and restoration of fields will -
conbtimie durinzg the summer and help
to kcep us occupied. .

FIPTY-FIVE MILES OF PARKWAY IN
UPPER NORTH CAROLIMNA TO BE
OPENED IH JULY

South from the vicinity of Galax
to Deep Gap near Boone, fifty~five
miles of paving work is8 expected to
be well along by the first of July so
that the Parioway may be opened in-
formally to use by the publice. There



may be some oiling work to be done
after this date, but arrangements have
been made so that traffic will not need
to be blockeds At the same time plenic
.and. camp facilities in Cumberland Xoob

" Park near Galax and in the Bluff Park
near Sparta will be opened for use. We

expect that by this time next year with -

the Parkway pretty well along betwedn,
Agheville and Roanoke many of the out-
ofwgtate tourists will begin to use the
drive, and since North Carolinians anct
Virginians must then begin to play
hosts, we are particularly anxious for
local people this year to get to know
the Parkway that goes through their
backdoor yards. Needleds to say we
hope that you will enjoy and that you
. will help uwe to make it more wort"lwhlle
as time goes on.

SCENIC FASEMENTS EXTLAINED

In the early part of the land
acquisition program we reguested the
Statés of North Carolina and Virginia

" in a pumber of cases to get us vhat '
we choge to call a scenic casement.
Our purpose was three-fold:

- 1s To keep certain farming lands
in their present form in the picture
which will be seen by the tourist on
the Parkwaye.

2. To prevent wnsightly develop—-

- ment of lands in full view of the
Parlway with commercial buildings such
as gasoline stations, soda shops, and
possibtly in the distant future even
factories. Especislly do we want to
prevent the erection of bill boards and
advertising signa. .

3. To reduce. the cost of acqulsln
tion to the States.

Te have felt as it has worked out
that perhaps the scenic eascment idea
was not one of_ the best idoas we have

- if it were sold outright.
" we have reduced the amount of scenic

" paild.
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had. This ig for the reason that more

. often than not the farmer has objected
“to the restrictions and has asked as

mich for the land as ne would have asked
As a result

easements in the righteofrway vlans’
which have been prepared more recently.
We have received in this office a
number of inquiries from property own~
ers over whose lands scenic easement
has been taken as to just how far we
expect. to go in enforcing the various
agreements, =2nd we will attempt in this

.article to shew you that we do expect
‘to be reasonable and practical in work-

ing with the individual owner on this

question, (

In general, first let us say that
it has always been our intention that
the scenle easement would permit the
owner to farm or use the land in the
same manner as before we came along.
How, taking the essement, item by item,
we would point out the following facts
which may help to explain to you further
our good intentions of co-operating and
not unnecessarily restricting. The
gasement states that no building, pole
line, or structure ghall be erected on
such lands. We intend that farm build-
ings may be erected in accordance with
former practices, and we would be very

glad at any time to send a representa- L

tive around to discuss with you any new
farm buildings that you may wish to
Also we realize all buildings
mist be repaired occasionally and ‘other-
wige altered, and vhere minor work of
this kind in accordance with good prac-
tice is involved, we do not expect that
it would be necessary for you even to
get in touch with us about it.

" The easement says that no read ox
private drive shall be constructed on

" much lands to tihe Parkway motor roades

) "
[

_w “ .
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This we intend to enforce to the full
extent since, as we have pointed out in
previous bulletins, we are most anxious
for reasons of safety to limit the pum-
ber of roads coming into- the Parkwaj.
Next, with reference to plant mate-

‘rial the easement rcads that "no tree,

plant, or shrub shall be removed or
destroyed on such lands.? This refers
to the mature or fully grown trees and
shrubs which we feel are an important
part of the scemery. We will have no
objection at any time to the ownerts re-—
moving and trimming any orchard or fruit
trees, setting out or planting new trees,
plants, or shrubbery. Alsc we realize
that it is often necessary for good
maintenance of pasture to cut certaln
weed trees or secdlings that crop wp
from year to year, and we have no objec-
tion of course to this type of worlk be-
ins done.

With regard to the dropnlng of
ashes, trash, saw dust, etce, upon such
lands, we do expect full co-—operation
from you, andi the reason for this we are
sure you will understand.

Also the item in the easoment aboub
signs, bill boards, and advertisements

_ word.
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we will expect to be taken at its

As pointod out, however, we have
no objection to ene sign, not more than
18 x 24 inches, advertising the sale

of the property or products raised
thereon.

We hope that this explanation has
made clearer to you that the Park Serv-
ice expects to be most reasonable in
working with you where scenic casements
are involved. After all you should
remember that you still own the land
and that all we have ip a legal agree—
ment with you covering only the items
stated in the eascment. Wg are sure
that there will be no difficulty be-
tween us as long as both parties fully
understand and obide by the "spirit" of
the idea behind the scenic easement,
because we feel that you are as inter-.
ested in having your property appear
well as we are. We will be glad to re-
ceive any further inguiries that you .
may have with rcgard to this question.
Also please let us know if there are
other subjects bothering you that we
can tell you about through the means
of this paper.



— -y s

|

- ture, _
_ we might be called "long-winded".
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In the June issue we put forth the
ldea that maybe the time had come for
us to quit writing this little paper——
that is in anything like a regular edi-
tion, Romember that our thought has
been to describe to our near neighbors
the general ideas and plans which are in
back of this new and large undertaking
which is the Blue Ridge Parkway, We have
written 18 of these bulletins and we
thought we had dravm a pretty good pie-
Moreover, we have had 2 fear that

Well--since that June issue more peo-
ple than you would think have taken the
trouble to write in and to say in one
way or another that we ought not o quit.
That makes us feel protty good and as
long as some of you feel that way about
it, we will keep on talking abeut the
work Just as ‘long as our breath holds
out,

There is one thing which bothers us,
Since we started passingz the time of
day with you in N¥ovember 1937, the
parkway has grown aboubt three times
and we have that many more neighbors,

Very few of these have read the first

copies of this paper which explained
some of the most important ideas in
back of the parkway, So we have decided
to reprint some of the old stories but
we will mark them "reprint" so that you
older readers can pass them up if you
wish,

NEW CGNSTHUCTION PROGRAM

The present Con&ress appropriated
$3,150,000 to further construction of
the parkway, This brings the total of
appropriations to date up to nineteen
and & half millions., Vhen the contracts

are let under the new money about

320 miles, or better than three~fifths
of the entire job, will then be in
various stages of construction, The
new noney has been earnarked for big
grading contracts on the following
sections:

From Tye River Gap, 18,5 miles
south to comnect with Eoute 60, the.
Lexington to Charlottesville romd
which crosses the Blue Ridge near
Whites Gap. Also in Virginia 11 miles
will be built south from Route 501

"which is the Natural Bridge to Lynch—_

burz highway through the James River
water gap. On the southern end, this
section of parkway will commect with
work now underway from Thundor Hill %o
the Peaks of Otter,

The share of the new appropriztion
tc be allotted to the parkway in North
Carolina will grade two heavy sections
through the Cragsy Mountains and this
will connect the last remaining major
gap 1a the parkwey line between the

vicinity of Roancke snd a point on’

the Asheville scenic highway, Note
that from Blowing Rock to Linville
the famous Yonahlosse trail oround
Grandfather Mountain will be used by
the parkway motorists for the prescnt
time, "The Craggy" sections total
12,5 miles but the plans call for al-
most as mach dirt and stone to be
moved as in the 29,5 total miles of
the Virginia work, That makes us all
concerned about the problem of erasing
the "scar of construction" that must
of shecer necessity result in certain
places, Greatest carc is taken in
the first plans for greding ond dur—
ing construction to reducc the damcge
toc the natural beauty, Moreover, your



editor is told by the landscape planners
that in time the great cuts and fills
can be made green again as is being
shown by the landscape work which is go—
ing shead fast on other parkway sections
now,

HUGE PLANTING Al SIEDING PROGRAMS
BEGUN WITH FEW VORK RELIEF CREWS

Thousands of native shrubs and
seedling trees will be planted and
countless grass seeds will be sown on
the Blue Ridge Parlway during the year
ahead, More than 200 miles of parkway
will be involved, & total of 1,000
laborers will do the work, The Works
Projects Administration has announced
they will assizgn aboubt 200 men from
Asheville and Marion, North Carolina,

end from Galax, Virginie, and vicinity
to the nearby parkm(' scetions, In
addition, 200 men fron . C. C, cermps.
at Rocky Knob, Virzinia, and The Bluffs,
North Carolins, will carry on the
forestry ond roadside benutification
work already startcd on the parkwey ot
thase points. Alsc worik crews being
supervised by the Buresu of Public Roads
will contirue on their progrom of lond-
scaping, All the plens for landscape
developnent are prepared by the National
Park Service, whose landscape architects
also inspect the worlr in the field, The
native plants used are larzely collected
from the adjoining prrkway lands, Soil
ercgion control, forest cleanup, vista
clearing, planting of trees and shrubs
and grass seeding are part of the progran
made possible by the various

PARTIALLY COLPLETID
NEAR ASHEVILLE OPEE

a.'RIG.:Y SECTIONS
D TG TRAFFIC

An B8-mile section of the parkway rrom
Bull Gap to Crogzyy Gardens near Asheville
has been opened to traffic on the "travel-
atw~your-own-risk" basis, Crossing the
Asheville City watorshed, this aec-
tion of parkway 1s patrolled by the

vorlz agencies,
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watershed authorities and is opened’

" only between the hours of 9:00 a,m.,

and 5:00 p. ., daily.

Also a 10-mile sectlon of the parlogy
from Buck Creek Gap to Mt. Mitchell has
been opened, While these portions of

‘the roadway await final surfacing, o .

crushed-stone base has been placed and
they may be driven with safety at rea-
sonable speeds. In time, the crushed
stone becomes quite compact by traific
and is kept in shape by road blades..

411 sections of the parkway arc
being paved on what is called by

" Bureau of Public Roads engineers “stag_Ii_

construction”, The crushed stone base

" surface rust remein in this state until

bound together by traffic when o first
coating of low-~cost bituninocus or
black-top surfacing is applied. The .
final and high-grade black-top surface
ecnnnot be immediately applied in the
case of this rountain highway because
of the very high fills required in the
construction vwhich are subject to
"settlement" over a period of years in
sone cases,

¥ ¥ x ¥ %
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"YE MOW THZ HAY"

There has been much cutting of ha;'
on the Parkway lands during recent days.
As you may have noted the crop is used to

mlch the grass seeding on the road shoul-

ders and slopes. Since we have a big pro-
gram of landscaping ahead our needs are
likewise big, That is why we bad to turn
~*awn some of you who asked to share crop

<HJiS season. We mention this because we
don't want you to think that we have gone
back on the idea. In fact, quite the oppo-
site.

PARXWAY GRADING SQUTH OF
LINVILLE NEAR COMPLETION

two Sec-
the vicin-

Grading of the Parkway in
tions (2-J and 2~K) South from
ity of Grandfather Mountain is nearing
completion. These 20 miles of work were:
inspected just the other day by Bngineers
William Austin, whko heads the Office in

anoke and S. L. von Gemmingen, the Resi-
ent, in charge for the Public Roads Admin-~
datration (that!s the new name given to
the 01ld Bureau of Public Roads when it
was made a part of the new Public Works
Agency on July 1lst in line with the Reor-
ganization Bill nassed by the recent Con-
gress). The Ingineers surely had some
problems on these Sections and so of course
did the Contractors. We are told by peonle
who have visited in the West, which is
famous for its reads, that nothing can beat
the viaduct on 2-K nor the "Bear Den" for
a thrill, There is something about this
country with its cliffs and its timber and
"itg views that end nowhere" that makes you

say "A-a-a" when you see it aan¢ thoen you
just can't think of anything else to a2y
(unlass you are a poet and we don't:
think we are)., Of course, we realize

"there iz a great deal of Parkway else-

where that is just as fine for scerery -
and we are going to keep our promise
¢hout not playing favorites.

Sections 2-J and 2-K will not be
given a final black top surfacing now,
probably this will wait until Sections
to the South have been graded. How-
ever, there is talk of putting calcium
chloride cn the crushed stone now in
place. This szttles the dust and makes
a fairly gosd riding surface for the
time being. More important it makes
for a good basa. These Sections will
be opened to the public on the "travel
at your own risk" basis as soon as they
are finally approved, and tnat should

be soon.,.

The sizable bridge over the Lin-
ville Hiver is being built as a day-
labor Jjob supervised by the Public Roads
Adninigtration, John L. Humbard, being
the Engineer in charge. Tais construc-
tion is not expected to be comnleted un-
til next year.

ROANOKE TO ASHEVILLE

As we have said before funds are on
hand to nut all the Parkway under con-
struction between thase two cities. The
Virginia end is coming along, even though



the almost ¢ally rains have made it hard
-for the paving work on the three Sections
hetween the Meadows-of-Dan and the State
1ine. This 34 mile length should never-
theless be oub by next Spring and then
there will be clear sailing on the Park-

way,;all-the way to Boone. from Blowing
Rock the Yonahlossce Tyail around Grand-

father Mountain will 1ead to the Parkway

at Linville and we rave already said enough
about Sections o-J and 2-K. gections 2-Ls
near Little Switzerland, and oM to Buck
Greek Gap should b3 cut next year. At the
latter point a tie will be made with the’
Mt. Mitchell Seetions of the ‘Parkway, which
are already peiiy; used, even though final
surfacing remains to be done. Trus only
two Sections remain to have us through to
Asheville, ané the chovels. should be in on
the Oraggy Sectlons pefore the leaves fall.

e o m

A folder describing the Bilue Ridge
Parkway has been published recently by the
Fational Park Service, and 1s available'
upon request to the Roancke Office.

—— i i s 8 v et

The picnic areas at Bluff Park in

North Carolina are now ready for use. _How-
ever, drinking weter has not yetb been SUp-

plied, s© ig is

best to bring your own can-
teen. . . .

_--—..-.-——-_.-_——_--—.-—

" The picnlc grounds ab Cumberl.ard Knob
near the State i1ine and at Rocky Knob Park
south of Route g in Virginia, have been DOD-
ular on rccent weelc-cuds. They have been
reported fi{1led on some Sundays. ve Sug-
gest a weex day eveoning for your family get~
together when you can have the choice of
tables and th raeste

. completedithis, month.
fic is

with.

- Ply,

72793

the Parioway petween

the Yorth Carclina gtats line and Deep

Gap near Boon® is advancing and thoe

waather permitting, the work should ve

Meanwhile, traf-

beirg maintained and 1t 1s 1little
to get fhrough.

mhe paving ol

trouble

gection 1-9 of the Parkway wkhichis
the 10 miles %o the North of the Peaks
of Otter is nov underways Bids are dus
on hugust 2% for Section 1-K, South of

these famous Virginia Mountainss

.'-——--—4---—.-&—_-—--———

1t has been suggested that soft
ball diamonds shnuldbe-provided~in some
of tha parks for
1ike bc work upa
jadisg are gpreading cut the contents of
the luncheon basket. We have the base-
ball nlayers in mind.

Horseshow pitching, padminton and
other game-grounds are oeing planned,al—
though probably those will not go in un-
£i1 we have sOm€ of the pronosed nark
yuildings. ¥o charges will he made Tor
the ball ficlds and horsesice courts,
but itmay ®e necessary'tocharga a few
cents for the us® of the badminton bats
and the funny 1o0king balls they play
Thig is a new game that seems %o

be popular with the city folks and couns

try folks,old and yoms from coast to °°as(;,

— --—-----.-—..-_—-

Onc-thing_that disappoints us .is

that we haven't been able to develoD the

1akes and swimming pools we have planmed,
put the Farkway and the picnicking and
camping places, with all the water sup-—
and the sewerage and what not,

have to come first, of courses

-.-__._—..--.—-_—.-_----_

the many plcnickers wio-.
1yill %o eat! while R

=
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4 MGDER: SYSTEM OF SIMIS WILL CONTRIL
FARKWAY TRAFFIC

Trafflc sims are now pelog placed
on 45 mlles of the Parkway In Virginia
and 6C mi1les 1p North Carelina which
have oSeen surfaced and are opsn Lo.the -
publitc.

The *Speed Zone® signs are an ei-
rore on the part of cur planners “to ke
the motorway as safe as pozslble and te
warn Che driver of the safe speeds. The
parkway road was desiined Icr a maxlmim
speed o 45 miles per hour. This means
that the curves huve a certain amount of
aupearelevation whicii causes the vehlcle
to lean Into the ocurve amdi helpz tv pre—
vent sldeways s«id, tut there 1s a iimit
to which we are apie to "bank® the
curves becausze slow maving vehicles
mlzht sllde sldeways L0 the inslae oI the
curve durins wiiter weatler. Sharrer
ouTves mean thaht we must reduce speed In
order to travel ‘them sately and with com-
fort. Thus we flno taat the safe drive
teh the amount of curva-
ture, how far tie drlver can -ses argumid

the curve ¢r over the hill; and 1t varles
with the arade golpy np or gelng down,
and with weather condltlea of rain, fog,
sleet, or lce. Tiese many points have |
been consldered In narking e Parkway
for spead. We redallze thdat the famillar
sign sysbolz which only show a curve Lo
the righit or lert do noc well the driver
many of theze tn!-.".gs.

' We have all ot some time or other
misiucged the sharrness of 4 curve ard
driven it too fast, our tIres sereamlag
out a protest and a warnlnyg of the gan=—
ger. Other times we have [ound that
curves are decelving in that they could
actually ve driven faster than we Judged
upoen rirs:. arpearance. Poth Inpstances
subjzet the driver aad passengers of the
vehicle to pnnecessary wear and tear,
and the accumilated eifecti can be very
tiring on an exteuded lourney. W2 plan
0 use & wnlte centzariine coripe to chow
‘the direction of gurve tu the risit or
left. 7This wlll ellminate many curve
symbol sienz. In additlon, the wilte

inz speed varies v

- centerlifie sTripe 15 of great value to

us all ln the mountdlnous country ror =
nlght dariving and narticularly for fogey
and .a.uy weather. Here dpaila our firsc
thought 1s for safery of darivingz,

The system we nave adcpted Is )
oased upon experience oi several states,
nutably that of Misscuri, Illinols, In-

- ¢lana, and Ohlo, ang other states wno

nave indicated in conjuncelon with thelr
curve sympol slgns the safle spead *un-
der normal dry weather condltions®. In
order to aveld a lapge numpber of sigis.
Wit ol would appear 1f placed on every
curve, we conslder a group of curves of
the same general desree of sharpness Lo
se cne "zone® and reduce thz shkeed EO
¢over the srowp.  Taus we have a system
whiteh 18 zomewhat like the famiiiar
nusiness zone, nospltul zmone, and open
hlvshway, which we rkave Decome accus-
romed te drive sccoriing te the 1111“113\..
and’ 1e,,u limlc within those zZones.

PARKAAY CONSIDERED MAJOR ROUTE

As In the case of The major h)gh-
ways, boulevards, and arterial routes,
Uie Parmway 1s considered fthrough-
tratfic?, and therefors all vahicles
must come to a "full stop” befle CrosS—
Ing the Parkway. Thic will arply to all
persons using the private access roads
Just as the state highway depairtment

“places the full responsiollicy on the

rerson entering or crossing the major
nlchways to make a full stop. The Park-
way Ranpers willl personaliy visit und
axplath to each gccupant of land adjoln-
Ing the Farkwvay Chie exact stalus of &any
casement or speclal use pearmit granted
L im. A4ls0 we expect to post a notice
nesrT the Parkway o~undary which w111 cau=-
tion the property ovmar regarding his
responsibility in the use of Uhe access
road, cathtle cressing, or ocher right of
use. This stin #t11 face the rosd en-
terlﬁg Parkway lands. On the aother slde
we wiil place 4 slgn whlch will show

the tourlst that‘r.r.e road Is private.
Tts should aveld any rulsance to ihe
local penple. The stuay Of e exact



wordlng of these slgns has delayed toelr
printing, vt we hope 1o have fhem in
place befove another tourlat Saa500.

Iy is intercsting Lo note tiat tor
staggered cresslngs of tae Farway f-e
ra¢ to desigm @ speclal slm. Some Of
tne crossroaas 1eave the Parkway al a
considerable Glstance from thelr point
of entry and often ¢it ¢ sight. F¥For |
“them we developed a sl symool on which
the al'TOW tnaicates the T to the right
or left as the case mé:f pe. Of ceourse
‘comercial venicles will have Lo be per-
mitted on the parkway motol road Lhrougn
rne length of the stagger. As vie aLve
sald in other milletins, the signs which
read sCommereial Vehicles uxcluded” ap-
ply to all vrucks excedpt wlen used fov
carryling paSSengers. .

- The manufacture of the metzl gl zns—
gapeclally those with reflector dutions——
the posts, the piacing of slEne and thelrT
mainterance {s a costly matlel, and we
agk your nelp in protectlng your invest-
ment. Tell tha children tpat throwling
stones may c¢rack the enamel and Tust whe
metal TAck, requiring replacement at @
gost of geveial dollars. Tgll them the
wttons On the refieclor slpns are woT L
jess When penoved ITom 2 slgn, tui ate
very valuablz in the sign 10 preventing
acclientic. ~he children's cafely, &s
well as that of thely famililes and Lne
travellng pucilc. 18 the casls of fut
entire slgn s¥SLem.

TMPROVEMENTS EYFTCTED TO BE ADE IN THE
SIG1 SYSTEM

We expect O mmprove the sim sys-—
tem. Tnere will need to bDe Sdne addl-
rions, Some Chdnges of locablon. perhaps
some cai De elimlnated, but soon we hop2
t5 reach the paint where the traveler will
be sufficlently warned 1o agyance -of The
actual condttion of driving and mereby make
the road safe. easy to drive. and with 2
ninimum of risk 0 1ife and propart¥. As
the systam 15 perfected 1L will e axtended
tnroughout the entire 500 miles g? Parkway
as 1t 1s complated.

PROTRESS AEFE AHD THERE.

The secHndary road contract along the
Pariway Detseen Bent Hounialn and ihe ilea”
gws of Dan 15 nearing completlon. In-
clided are uhe permianent apirance ram

ra
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route 221 toO the Parkway at Bent Houn=
tain Post Dffice and three narking areas
{n the scenic sectlon DetWeen that potlnt
and Pine Spur. The tylng togather of

‘the secondary roads themselves will mean .
.-ithat all cruck traffic can e routed on
¥ fne old vdslis ana will not use the Park=

naY.

gectlon 1-K soutn from the Peaks of
agter to Bobblils Gap in Bedford and
fotetourt Countles. yirginia, 1s now un=
derway.

The three sectlons of the Parkway
rrom Meadows of Dan socuth 0 the State
1ine where paving operations nave been
jampered by he rainy weather which w2
nad during most of the summer have .
speeded 1P fr, thi steady sunshlne of the
1351 two wesks. '

i ————

spetions 2-K an¢ 2-L 9f the Parkway
sguth ITan Linvilie. Horwl carolina, are
shaping up rapldly and are axpected 1O
pe compiered pefore winuer. The Linville
Rjver Sridee whicn 1s belng pullt dlrect.}.y
oy the Puolic Roads Administratlion 1s
progressing weli. Thls stone arch bridge,
cz4 feel 1OnE which includes tnree apans
af 85 test, ls an interesting plece of
conciruction and s pelng visited OY many
Jocal people Over weekencs. Whlle we ars
Zlad to have tnts show of interest we add .
a wara of waTiing as Lo the dangers of ac=
cldents. We suggest thal you pe satls=—
fled to look dovn on the oparatlons from
the two high points on eltiier side and
that you keel the children-in hand.

—

Blds have beel asked for tne canstruc—
rion of a purt of Farkway in the CTaEsy
ltountains, Yancey and Buncombe Countles.
Ads will oe received In washlngton ot
sctoper § Uy the Public foads Administra=
gion, funelng rrom Toe River Gap on Ht.
itehell south coward the Cragey Rhododen=
dron Gardens tnis section 1s one of the
nizhest and most spectaculal on the Fark-
way, nsnen section 2-F irmediately south cf
the above and Sectich o-F north of Blowing
Rock are lel. the entire parTkway wWill oe
under constructlon erom Bent Mountaln near

Poancke almost G Aoyt Tio.

Sk m‘m
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THE FIPE SEASON AKEAD

'me'danger of forest fires 1s al-
ways with us from the beginning of the
fall until the rains and snows of the
winter have set in, ' As we write this
bulletin, thils year looks like a bad
one for the forests because of the long
spell of dry weather.

We belleve we are-somewhat better
prepared this year along the Parkway to
cope with the fire problem 1f there is
any such thing as being “well prepared
for tire®, Plans -have been drawn for a
close working togeéther of the Parkway
agencies and other Federal and State
agencies within the Parkvay area. PFe~ .
cently we added to the firs fighting
equipment 2 spectal fire trck for usa
along the Parkway. This "little red
wagon® 1s stationed near Rocky Knob.
Park in Virginla, and whille 1t may not
be s0 much to look ab wheh you compare
it with the big hook and ladders they
have in the city, 1t will pump more
than 260 gallons of water a mimute,
picking 1t up from a well or stream.
That means a stream of water on a
woods [lre that would make a2 lot of dif-
ference, but we 3till have the blg probe
lem of getting the pump to the scene of
the .fire as soon as possible after the
outbreak. The questlon then becames one
of getting the Information adout flres
to the right people. )

. During work days from B:00 ip the
morning until S:00 in the afternoon
there are many men worklng along the
Parkway, and there are a number ol -
tricks avallable to carry the alarm to
headquarters as well 4s men to the rire.
The worst hours dre from the Clme these
men. leave tie Parkway until they return.
That time will include Saturdays, Sun-—
days, and hollaays, as w211 as the night
hours, Every bilg fire on the Parkway so
far has occurred during these times, and
1t has been the alertness and co-operation
of our netghbors, either in reporting or
fighting the fire, or bots, that has
saved many acres of the publle land and
private land as well.

We are sincerely grateful for the
co-operative spirit and action and hope
1t will continue to grow. Remember the
fire does not have Lo be on the park
lands. We want to 'mow about any fire
near or threatening those lands.. If
there is a phone nearby call the nearest
man on the ilst in this bmlletin. If
you can help put down the fire do it.

It may be your woods next time, and you

may need help. The Ranger on your Park-
way District wil)l answer all fire cAlls
alght or-day. If he decldes that men and
machinery are needed ke will kKnow how to

get them., If the [irst report is clear
engugh he will bring the equipment wikLk him.

Remember this: If everyone 1s care-—
ful enough and thoughtful enough we will
have no fires. A match s easy to put
out; s¢ 1s a cigaret and the ashes from
your pipe. A little care would keep brush—

- burning fires from "getting away*. So

agaln we say to all our workers and nelgh-
bors BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE.

TO REPORT FIRES CALL

From the Shenandoah Natiomal Park to
Rockfish Gap (Route 2850)
Call Park Raager C. L. Croghan
Shenandoah National Park
Waynestoro, 187-W _
From Route 250 to north of James River
Call District Ranger B. A. Fager
U. S. Forest Service
Buena Vista, 104
From scuth of James River to Peaks of Otter
Call District Ranger Louls Smith
U. 8. Forest Service '
Buena Vista, 159-MW - after office
hours call Natural Bridge 23W
From Peaks of Otter to Smart View
Call Park Service Headquarters
Roanoke 248237 -~ after office hours
call Ranger T. K. Garry, Roanoke 4089
From Smart View to Va.-N.C. line
Call Park Ranger E. M. Dale
cfo W. A. Cockram, Meadows of Dan
or ’ :
Contact Supt. B. J. Kyle,
CCC Camp NP-14, Woolwins
Call Clark Bros. Gen. Mdse, Stuart.



From Va.-N. C. line to Deep Gap, N.C.
Call Pari Renger B, T. Campbell
Wilkesboro 245 -~ after office
hours .call Wilkesboro 30-F-04

or
Coentact Surt. C. L. Fink,
CCC Canmp NP=-21, Laurel Springs,
N. C. i
From Deep Gap {Route 421) to Gooch Gap

Call District Ferester J, R, Spratt

M. C. Forest Service

" Lenoir 208

Residence telephone, Lenolr 387J
From Gooch Gap to Balsam Qap

Call Di-_st.rict. Ranger G. H. Griswold

U. 3. Foprest Service
Marion 221
" Residence telephone Marion 140

-~ From Balsam Gap to French Broad Rlver
Call Diserict Forester J. R. Spratt

Asheville 3840
Residence telephone G343J

- Fror French Broad River to Rheinhardt Gap

call Distrlet Ranger Jack Fortin
U. 8. Forest Service
Brevard 2501

From Encinhardt Cap to Cherokees

Call Distr ict Forester J. R. Spratt

Asheville 3880
fesldence telepnone 83437
or
Call nearest N. C. County Warden
J. Q. Allison
Waynesville Sherifi's Qffice

Residence telephone, Waynesville BOW.

Mack Ashe
Resldence telephone - Sylva 0804

A. J. Sutton

Natlonal Park Service Orfice, Bryson

City, call Brysan City operator

PARKMAY T0 BE CLOSED TO THROUGH TRAVEL DUR~

ING THE WINTER MONTHS

It has besn decldeq¢ to close the EBlue
Ridge Parkway bezilnning Novemper 1B to
through travel as it is thought that the
amount @f traffic wanting to use 1t would
not justify the expense of T2moving the snow
and sanding lcy pavements. The Parkway will
not, however, be GLlocked off, and during
ppen days there willl be no reason toat people
carnot visit the Pariway providing they wish

to travel ¢n thelr own risk.

This perlod of "Parimway ciose.d pe~_

cause of the weather® will end about

_March 15 (1f the groundhog dees not
" foel us too much), and from that time on

tourists will again be ehcouraged Lo use

the scenlc highway. . Incidentally we
look forward to tiie likelihood that
there will be 140 continuous miles of
the . Parkway ready for th2 next tourlst

season, This unbroken stretch will be-

#in at the Bent Mountain Post Qffice,
severiteen miles south ol Roanoke, -and

continue through to Deep Sap near Boone,
North Carolina. We do mot think that we
can guess very closely at this time when
the taree sectlions in socuthern Virginia
will be ready, but we should be able to

make this judgement in the late fall. .
With the opening of 140 miles, out-of-

state tourists should begin to be attracted (_}_l

in greater numbers to the Blue Ridge

Mountalns for thelr vacation trips. At

the northern end this Parkway stretch .
will connect.wilth hard surfaced US-221

into Roanoke and at the southern end with
US-421 into Boone and Wilkesboro. Way-—

si{de plenic and camping areas at Smart
View, Rocky XKnob, Cumberland Fnob, and

the Bluff Parks will be finished Includ-

ing the water supply.

PARKWAY FIREWOOD TC BE GIVEN AWAY

Ws have on hand a guantity of wood,

mostly chestmuf, which we cannot use for
‘construction purposes, but which 1s satis=- (
tactory for firewood. - Again this winter o
we have arranged to give ithis wood fo -

famflies in need of firewocod. Ko wood

will Le given except for use tn the -home,

and those who are glven permissfon to ob—

tain it must provide for leadling and
hauling. : i

It you need firewood secure a letter
frem your County Relief Agency addressed
1o the Acting Superintendent of the Blue

Ridge Parkway and present this letter

to

a Park Ranger who will make the necessary

arrangements.

72128 i
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FIRE FIRE FIRE

Ye Jump every time the phone rings

'1ate1y expecting to hear of another fire

threatening Pariway lands. - The condi-
tions are very bad in North Carolina,
and for that matier we would welcome a
good rain in Virginia too. So far we _.
have been Tairly lucky along the Park-

- way, but we can't stretch luck too far.

e have got to keep gharp watch. And
by the way, most every fire this year
has been reported in by some good citli-
zen, and We are mighty grateful.-

| GATES AWD FENCES AND CHICKEN WIRE

We kad a chuckle the other day
when a party of ladies from a distant
city stopped in the office to tell us
how they enjoyed a ride over the
Parkiray. The high point of the trip,
they said, was when they ran up on a
"whole flock of wild turkeys" Jjust
south of Roanoke. TWell we thought
that was news too., and we asked for

Cmore about it, but we kept our tongue

in our cheelze ¥rom the description,
they (the turkeys) souunded Just a bit
domestic, but we did not let on, think-
ing that we couwdd get by with our
conscience on the basgis that we were
not quite "surel.

A day or two later we drove dowm,
the Parkvay, and there they werc all
right-~but thoy werc back in the varda
Yo guessed the fence had been fixed.
That same day down ia Nerth Carolina
we almost got us a Thanisgiving dinner
ourselves, and probably would have bub
for the fact that we juct had the

‘Dapartment of the Interior, 633 Shenandoah Life Insurance Building, Roanocke, Va.

. bralkes adjusted, and they worked. on all

four wheels., But that's not all. A
little latsr on the same day we almost
got us a beef steak ani a glass of milk.
 Well, our point is that there are
still o lot of cattle and chickens run-
ning around loose, and they secem to get
curious about the tourist on the road-—-
danzcrous, of course, for man, and beast,
and fowls. We wroto quite a while ago in
this paper about fences along the right-

- ofwway line, and we hope that there will

be a lot of fences built before the big
season opens next spring. Frost is get—
ting deeper in the soil and that means
fencing time., We hope you believe with
us that "zood fences make good neigh-
bors".

HUNTING SEASON HERE AGAIXN

The hunting season is on again, and
from all reports the birds are plentiful
and fat. Please remember that the regu-
lations permit no hunting on the right-
of-way of the Blue Ridge Pariway, and the
same law applies to the recrcation parks
like Rocky Knob, Smart View, Cumberland
Enob, and Eluff. The reason for this
all good sportsmen will understand, and
we hope that you will help the ganme
wardens and our rangers in inforcing the
rules. Incidentslly there have heen
many forest fires reported in the first
Tew days of the season as being caused
by careless hunters, and the fires that
zet away are the worst enemy of good
hunt ing .



FROGRESS HERE AND THERE

- After the freaklsh snow storm of
early MNovember the weather turned warm
-enough again to make possible some
good progress in the paving work on
the three sections in Virginia above

the State line, and all the contractors

tell us they hope to finish their work
before o0ld man winter gets his grip.
That would be a hig help, of course,
toward an early opening of 140 miles of
the Pariway in the spring. Of much
interest to the local people also, work
~is now going forward on completion of
the secondary highways and ninor roads
along these three sections.

Bids have been asked for Section
2-F of the Parlway between Boone and a
point near Blowing Rociz in North Caro-
lina. This 8-mile section will. con-
nect with US8-421 about three miles west

83287

of Deep Gap which is the present end
of  Parkway coatracts in that section.

_Pie contract will carry the Pariway
grading through to Thunder Hill near

Blowing Rocke

Contracts for grading Parlway sec-—
tions 2-K and 2-L have been completed
during recent weeks. Calcium Chloride
will be applicd. to the crushed stone
surfacing as a temporary measure for
settling the dust until a permanent hard
surfzce can be applied.

70 CANDLES ON THE CAKE

The calendar tells us that today

is the birthday of this modest little
paper (we. never lknow quite what to call
it). We find it hard to believe, but
we'!ve taken the calendar at i%s word—
hence at the top of this sheet is VTolume
ITI, Mumber I which seems to be just

simply a hard way of saylng that we

enter our third year.

— — nr
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1939 VISITORS TOTAL 290,000

. Moro than 290,000 persons vislted
the Blue Ridge Parkway during 1939, Of
this total 147,000 visitors in 48,000
cars werc counted on the 50-miie long
Virginia scctions of the Parkway south
from Bent Mountain %o US-58 at Mcadows
of Dan. Forty-threce thousand automo-

“biles carried 130,000 persons along the

scenic drive in North Carolina from the
State line south to Boone, while a total
of 5,500 cars were counted on other por-
tions of the Parkway not so complete as
to construction and scattered throuzh
the Blue Ridge Mountains., 4 periodic
check on the number of Parkway visitors
was made at various connections with
important highways on Saturdays, Sun-
days, holidays, and on occasional week-
days during the season, and this formed
the basis of our figures.

We feel that this census indlcates
a real public interest in the Parkway,
particularly since the new roadway was
not fully completed (traffic being
maintained on only 100 miles during
most of the summer)} and was operated
on the Mravel at your own risk" basis
under reduced speeds. In North Caro-
lina paving operations were underway
wtil late Ausust, limiting use of the
Parkway to one-way traffic past the oil-
ing work which of course discouraged use
in that State until late summer,

Partly for the reason that little
or no advertising was given to the Park-
way out of the States, eight out of ten
cars visiting the drive bore either
Virginia or North Carolina license tags.
West Virginia, Peansylvania, New York
State, and New Jersey cars made up most
of the remalning.

Te were also interested to find
that the most popular period with
visitors was between one and three

o'clock on Sunday afterncons and holi-
days which also shows that most of the
cars came from the towns and the country
side local to the Farkway. The record
traffic for any given day occurred dur-
ing the Asheville Rhododendron Festival
wvhen 2,400 persons traveled to see the
Orac:r Gardens in the height of their
bloom on June 25 by way of*the partially
completed section of Parkway just to

the north of that city.

We think that these figures show
that we may expect a greatly increased
number of tourists beginning next spring
when 140 continuous miles will be opened
to use from a point on Bent Mount- in
soutl of Roanoke through to the Boone,
Blowing RBock, Linville resort area in
North Carolina., The through connection
will be ready in the early spring since

grading and surfacing of the southern-

most sections in Virginia betiween Meadows
of Dan and the State line have rocently
beon corpleted, During the past year
this 37-milc gap was closcd %o traffic,
and, the usc of State highways through
Hillsvillc and Gelax was neccssary to
reach the Yorth Carolina sections from
Virginia. The Parkway wnit to be opened
next spring will form a convenient
through route for tourists and may very
likely bo chosen by many people travel-
ing betwoen Roancke and Ashevillo since
conncction is made at either end with
primery State highways. We plan to
annovnce thig 140-mile continucus sce-
tion of Parkway more widely as being
available for tourists and expect to sce
a definitc incroose in our 1940 trafflc.

PROGRESS HERS AND THERE

Sections 1-U, V, and W, the fhree
contracts in Virginia just north of the
State line were completed during Jecem-
ber linking tho -Floyd Platcau scctions

(over)
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and the completed Parkway in Worth Caro-
lina into a continvous 140-mile wunit.
Since the three contracters on 1-U, V,
and W won their race against frost and

wiater weather there need no longer be
any doubt about the opening of this
unit of Parlwray in the spring. Black
top paving was included in the grad-~
ing worir just finished, ‘

i S Bt

- Rebuilding of secondary State roads
along the Parlmyay on the Floyd Platean
was completed during the month, How
that these rpads which were disturbed by
the Parkway construction are azain linik—
ed together the rcgulation prohibiting
trucks znd commercial wehicles alonz the
Parkway can be put into effect through-
out, and such traffic will be required
to use the local roads.

. This contract also included con-~

" struction of two -large parking overlcoks
in the vicinity of Pine Spur wh:.cn should
be popular with tour:l.sts.:

e ot ek v ot s et ot e b

Contractors on the two sections
north and south of the Peaks of Otter
are reportins zood progref‘s with the
oen weather,

B et et e s ek s o

Satisfactory progress can alsp be
reported on the 3C-mile section in

£5473

North Cc—I‘Dlina between Grandfather Moun-
tua,'n and Toe River Gap near Mt. Mitchell,
Thc Linville Eiver Bridse is rapidly

nearing. completion snd the tunnel be-
tween Little Switzorland ~and Buclk Creek
Gap is finished so that it will soon be
possible to drive through from Grand-
father Mouniain to Toe River Gap on the
finished Parkway grade with a crushed
stone bage. The three bridses overpass—
ing State hizhways at Linville Falls,
Gillespis Gap, and Little Switzerland -
are in various stages of construction
and short detours are necessary..

THE S

4s the old year 1939 draws to an
end znd gives way to frost and snow,
fifteen Parkway contractors are sttting
dowm their work., Looking back, 1939
has been our busiest construection year
to date, Worlz was in progress on 275
rnileg of Parlway scattered all alcag the
Bluc Ridgze, tho northernmost job in
Virginia being better than 400 miles
from the southernmost in North Carolina.
Looking anead, 1940 will likely be
busier still, when better than two-
thirds of the entire 4BC miles are ex~
pectad to be in various stages of de-
velopmont,

. Another main objective for 1940 w{\
be to increase our friendships with you
veople along the way, and with that
prospect the Blue Ridge Parlaray wishes
you all a happy and prosperous New Year!

wson. e
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THE SOIL, A SCIENCE

In our age of science it is hardly
possible for any one man to know every-
thing about his subject, whatever his
1ife work may be. Among the doctors,
for exarple, there are those who spe-
cialize in the ailments of just one part
of the human body, others who are expert
in the use of the surgeon's lmife, and
of course those who practice "general"
medicine. The "general" physician often
finds it necessary te call in the spe-
cialist when he is puzzled by a hard
case. ’ '

In a way the Blue Ridge Parlkway has
been a puzzling patient, and it has been
necessary to call in men of wvarled ex-
perience-—the road engineer, the bridge
engineer, the landscape architect, the
forester, the architect--all of whom we
have found necessary to draw the plans;
then there has been the contractor, the
power shovel operator, the mechanic who
keeps the eguipment in shape, the mason,
No one of these
men ynows everything about this job., If
results are to be truly good, there must
be cloze working together among all of
these people. When we came to landscap-
ing the Parkway some of our people who
had built many parks knew how to arrange
the grass, the shrubs, and the trees and
how to get them to grow under the or-
dinary conditions, but they were doubi-
ful about how to treat the steep fills
and cuts and certain eroding fields.
These were part rock and part subsoil
and washed badly with every runoff from
the heavy rains. "To fix" these steep
slopes with grass and shrubs became a
subject of special study. We asked the
80il Cornservation Service, a separate

- Department of the Interlor. 633 Shenandoah Life Insurance Bldg., Roanoke, Vlrg1n1a.

bureau of the United States Department
of Agriculture, to help us find a way
to handle this situation, and we have
learned a great deal from their advice.

The more we talked with these men
who have made a life work of studying
the soil, the more we came to believe
that there nmight be many farmers along
the Blue Ridge who would like to hear
what the Soil Conservation people have
to tell. Agriculture is the oldest,
and many people think the noblest, of
all the world's work, but at the same
time this "oldest science' is also one
of the most complex., Millions of
people the world around are still learn-—
ing more about i%.

The purpose of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service is something like that of
the County Agent, only the first named
is a service maintained by the Federal
Government to keep in close touch with
farmers throughout the Nation and to
spread information about what other
farmers are doing elsewhere. The Soil
Conservation Service during recent years
has been able to show by actual results
how a farm can be manazged so as not to
lose the top soil through erosion, at
the same time producinz betber cash re-
turns from the land. They have worked
toegether with farmers in many rural com-
mmities throughout the country. Per-
haps some of you have seen some of the
farms in the Shenandoah Valley and in
the Piedmont section of ¥irginia and
North Carolina where a number of farmers
have worlced aleng 5.C,5. lines. We are
sure that your County Agent will know
the work and will give you a frank opin-
ion about it.

-
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The methods of the S.C.5. system of
farming are simple and not costly, and
many farms can be worked according to
these methods with the labor and equip-
ment on hand.

The Soil Conservation SerV1ce has
comnleted many of its demonstration
prejects, and these are to serve as
demonstration areas for many years to
come and will be available for farmers
te visit. The work of the S.0.S. is
: also being continued on a cooperative
basis within farmer-organized soil. con-
servation districts. Districts wishing
the advice anrd cooperation of the S.C.S.
enter info an agreement with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, thus enabling them.
to obtain technical assistance from the
Service.

S0 far there has been little soil
conservation work done in the Blue Ridge
where the soil problems differ very much
from the farms in the low country. After
tal:lng with some of the County Agents
woe- suggosted that the Scil Conservation
Service might work together with a few
farmers along the Blue Ridge to demon-
strate the newest ideas about mountain
farming.

VIRGINIA FATMERS CONSIDER AGREEMENTS FOR
COOPERATIVE WORX

The Scil Conservation Service to-
gether with the various County Agents
followed up the suggestion, and during
recent weeks they have talked with a
great many farmers along the Farkway.

A number of owners along the Virginia
gections have shown great interest and
"are considering adopting Soil Conserva-
tion programs on their famms. A group
of boys from the CCC camps of the S.C.8.

- nearby will help to get the work started,

and arrangements are being made to try
lime and various fertilizers, crop rota-
tion, and other measures in an.effort to
show what can be done with gsome of the
new ideag in +he old science of agricul-
ture,

Since we on the Parkway are road
ard park builders and know little or
nothing about farming, we are of course
taking no active part in this progranm.

the program and that the res

(o 89010 .
We will watch with a great deal of in-
terest from the sidelines, however, and
the work has our best wishes., We have -
high hopes that muech good will comé to
ts on these
farms will provide a source of ideas and
information to other farmers all along
the line. Also we feel that the count-
less tourists who will ride along the
Blue Ridge Parkway in the days to come
and who will look upon these interesting
projects will carry away with them ideas

-of value to distant Dlace" in the Unlted

States. ‘
NORTH CARCLINA PROGRAM BEING STARTED

We understand that steps are also
being taken to start a progrem of this
kind along the Parkway in Horth Caro- (i
lina, and while all the arrangements :
have not been completed it is expecied
to work out in the near future. 4Again

our good wishes. .
In future issues of the Blue Ridge

- Parkway Hews we hope to describe some

of the work that is being done, and we
will ask the Soil Conservation péople,
County Agents, and the farmers to com-
ment about the work. In the meanwhile
we know you will watch their progress
with a lot of interest.

PARKWAY CLOSED BECAUSE OF ICE AND SNOW

It is no news to owr neizhbors
along the Parkway that we are having (;
the most severe weather we have ex- .
perienced since work was started. Right
before Chrisimas we had a very heavy
snow with drifts in some places ag high
as five feet. - This plus a two to three-
inen coating of ice has made travel on
the Parkway so dangerous that we have
placed signs at all intersections with
State routes which read

"DANGER -~ ICE 2N TAVEMENT - ROAD
CLOSED" «
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WALK-ING INTO TROUBLE

The other daywe looked up some facts about
deeth and injury oo highways, end they don’t make
pleasant reading. Those who study highway safety
* ~ve grouped accidents by causes, and by far the

rgest number are classed as "might “have been
avoided with ordinary care." The group that most
surprised us for its size involved not vehicles
alone, but persons on foot. More than any other
type of accident it would seem to us that these
should be unnecessary.

All of us along the Parkway are concerned
with this "persons on foot™ problem. Especially
must we consider the children for there are num-
erous schools and churches near by the Parkway,
It ie quite common during the school year to come
upon & group of young children walking along or
even playingon the Parkway pavement. The danger
of this sort of thing should make us all shudder,
and it will grow more serious with the steady in-
crease that can be expected in Parkway travel
beginning with the Spring.

We suggest that the parents of school chil-

I'(_ren and the school teachers join with our Rangers

in a crusade to reduce the 1iability of child
accidents. In that direction we are asking the
Ranger to deliver this bulletin in persomn ito the
various Parkway neighborhcod gchools in order to
diséuss the situation with the teachers and to
help by talking to the children or otherwise in
a program of safety education.

We have no desire to force the children to
take a longer way home from school by doing any
such thing as passing a regulation to prohibit
walking on the Parkway which is often their short-
est route. We do, though, want tourge parents and
teachers alike to find out what way esch child
takea to and from his home to satisfy yoursalves
that he follows the beat =and safest path. IF
they must follow a part of the Parkway, THEN we
would suggest that the children be adviged in
simple terms about the things we diecuss below.

This habit "of walking into trouble along
the highway" is bynomeans limited to the chil-’
dren; it isonly that they get our first sympathy.
Indeed, the adult is probably the worst offender,

*gsince we. 40 much of our roaming after dark when

the dangers increase many fold.

We on foot somehow always place the blame on
the motor car, and we mutter under our breath al- .
most every time we cross a busy city street or
have to step aside along the highway tc let the
vehicles go by, It is interesting to note, how-
ever, that the Courts more often place the blame
for accidents uponthe "jay~walker™ than they do
upon the motorist. . -

We suggest the following accident preventa-
tives:

1, The biggest help would be to Stay Off the
Parkway and other fast highways and let your foot-
steps safely guide you along the trails or lesser
roads. : -

o, And this is most important. If you walk on
the Tarkway, FACE THE ONCOMING CAR--in other words
keep to the left side of the road.

3. If there are more thanone of you, walk single
file.

4. TIf you do much walking along the highway at
night wear clothes that are light in color, or
carry 8 white handkerchief so that you show as
more than shadow when the lights hit you.

5. 1f thedriver of the car seems to be a "road
hog" (and we will have some of these), or if the
driver happens to need your share to pass a car
coming in the other direction, zive him ALL OF
THE ROAD. -

TO RENT OR NOT TO RENT

In other issueswe bave talked at brief {and
at length) about the rental of some of the Park-
way lands to the nearby farmer. We think that
this idea has grown io popularity withus and with



the farmers. It will help to keep the Parkway
plcture as we would like to see it and to some
farmers at least the agreements for share crop-
ping of hay and rental of pasture and field will
be good business. It will be Zood business for
us because it will cut down our costs for keep-
ing the views "open" to the visitor.

You will note we say above that the "idea"
"of this scheme grows in popularity, The actual
program is still in its infancy. We did lease
2 goodly number of acres last year., Wedo expect
that there will be a number of agreements made
for the coming summer. But we want to make it
¢lear that the progrem really is just getting
started. There is a lot of room for future
growth in size and number of leases. Recent
inquiries and letters from farmers lead us to
believe that we haven't made clear just why we
must go slowly. Here is ocur answer.

Much of the land that we have in mind for
leasing in the future must be withheld for the
present for one of two reasons. First, while
our landscape work is underway along the Parkway
we need large amounts of hay for mulching the
seeded slopes to prevent erosion. We are cut-
ting this hey from our own meadow lands, and
otherwise we would have to buy muleh with Park-
way funds, This would not onlybe an added cost,
but there would be the chance that seed from any
hay whieh we might ship in would bring Johnson
grass or other kinds that none of us want to
gpread along the Parkway and on the farme. Our
second reason is that we hope to restore the fer-
tility of certain of the Parkway lands by resting
them, by 1liming, fertilizing, and cover cropping
until they are once again in good shape. After
that we propose to lease them, and so in the long
run the farmer will stand to benefit also.

These are the reasons that we have so far
and for the time being turned down the largest
part of the requeats foruse of Parkway farm lands.
We do not want to discourage the program, and a
refusal at this time does not mean that we won't
be glad tc talk business after landscaping has
been completed. . : .

We have made a lot of progress with land-
scape plans during the past year and in most cases
we will now be able at least to tell you defi-
nitely whether the 1and will be for lease in the
future and when. This will allow you to lock
ahead. ’

The Parkway Rengers representus in the land
rental progrems and will be glad to talk with you
ebout the future as well as about the present pos-
sibility of rentals. We have set May 15 as the
closing day for requests for 1940 permits, and we

suggeat you see your Ranger in plenty of time. .
This year we must continue to draw permits on
the one-year basis. Our bope is that when we
finish landecaping we will then be able to make
agreements for longer terms. Such permits as
we - will be able to. give for the 1940 seeson will
b9 subject to the following regulations:

1. TFee $1.00 per acre, or on large boundaries
charge cen be mede per head of cattle grazed in
accordance with rates prevailing in the community,

2. No Parkway land will be let for tending un-
less pernmittee agrees to maintain as called for
in. the agreement which will cover:

a. Kind of crop planted and harvested.

b. Type of cover crop or grass to be left
on land at expiration of permit.

€. Amountof limeor fertilizer to be used.

d. Arrangements for fencing and other spe-
cial conditions. )

REQUESTS FOR LAND LEASE DUE BY MAY 15 (

Remember that the closing date for rental of
Parkway lands is May 15, and we sugegest you see
your Ranger in plentyof time if you wish to talk
permit. ‘

Permits for the 1940 season are subject to
the following regulations:

1. PFee $1.00 per acre. Large boundaries to be

~calculated to the nearest acre of per head of

cattle grazed.

2. No Parkwey land will be let for tending un-
lees permittee agrees to maintain as called for
in the agreement which will cover:

8. Kind of crop planted and harvested. .
b. Type of cover crop or grass to be lef\'\_"
on land at expiration of permit. *
¢. Amount of limeor fertilizer to be used.
d. Arrangements for fencing and other spe-
cial conditions. -

SPRING FIRE SEASOn LOOKS BAD

Records of the weather bureau show that pre-
cipitation for the yearis very low. During the
cold dry periods much of the winter snow evapo-
rated leaving the moisture level high in the
ground, This bodes i1l for the spring fire season
unless we get heavy rains during March and April--
and so once again mey come the worry of great
forest fire hazard.

It doesn't help our frame of mind to read
through the final fire reports for the Parkway
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covering the year 1939, even though mach luck
was with us in the Blue Ridge as compared with
some of our neighboring mountain ranges.

Last yesr seventieen of the eighteen fires
along the Parkway were man-caused. If we include
the expenses of all the county, state, and Fed-
eral agencies who fought these fires, the cost
to the publie was nearly nine thousand dollars}
The fires which threatened the City of Asheville
watershed last fall cost about five thousand
dollars, which would mean ten cents if every
man, woman, and child in that City were to pay
his direct share.

Our Forester reports that the eighteen Park-
way fires Were caused as follows:

Seven - by the careless smoker who flipped
his burning match or cigearette.

( Three -~ by hunters who left their warmming

...I'e unattended,

Three - by Spring and Fall burning on the
farm.

Three « were intentionally set by our poor-
est type of citizen.

The happy thing about last year's fire record
on the Parkway was the fine cooperation of you
people along the line and the good work of the
many fire fighters. The biggest part of the fires
were reported into us by our neighbors or the
tourists,

We look forward toc your help again this year
and we'll hope that together we can better the
~acord. Please help us spread the news that

marteous visitors end good woodsmen follow these
suggestions:

1. Build your campfire only in fireplaces
provided.

2. DBefore leaving your fire even for a
ghort time, put it out with the weter which is
furnished nearby.

3., Chaperone your c-igarette - don't let it
%go out alone™ as the North Carclina State For-
eat Service says.

4, If you burn slash orbrush, do it-om
moist, 8till days.

5. Report all fires to Park Rangers or
employees,

TO REPORT FIRES

We suggest that you place this issue where
you.¢an easily reachit, preferably by your tele-
phone, end in case of fire call the nearest in-
d1v1dua1 listed below.

1. From Route 250 (Rockfish Gap) to north
of James River -

call
U. S. Forest ©Dervice HRenger B. A. Eger, Buena
Vista=-104
2. From south of James River to Peaks of
Otter -
call

U. 3. Forest Service Ranger Louis Smith, Buena
Vista-18-F=q
3. From Peaks of Otter to Roancke -

call
Camp Supt. Overstreet, NP-15 Bedford, Bedford,
40-F-04 OR

PARK SERVICE HEADQUARTERS ROANOKE, Roancke-
24827
4. TFrom Roancke to Houte 8 (Tuggle Gap) -
call
Park Service Headquarters, Roanoke-24827
5. FromRoute 8 to Virginia-Cerolina line -
call
Park Ranger T. W. Barnett, ¢fo Mr. Mitchell, Fancy -
Gap (through Hillsville, Va., operator)
6. From Virginias-Carolina line to Blowing
Rock - call

Park Ranger R. H. Coombs, Sparta 49
7. From Blowing FRock to Beacon Heights-
eall
1. S. Forest Service Ranger G. C. Hoffman, Lenoir-
177 or Lenoir-524-M
g, From Beacon Heights to Asheville -
call )
Park Ranger E. M. Dale, Marion 140 or 44
9, From Asheville to Richland Balsam -~
call ’
U. S. Forest Service Ranger J. B. Fortin, Brevard-
£501 .
10. From Richland Balsam to Soco Gap -
call

Jackson County Warden, Mack Ashe, Sylva-0904
OR

Haywood County Warden, J. Q. Allison, Waymesville
Sheriff's Office.

PARKWAY ‘TO OVERPASS ROUTE 52 QUT OF HILLSVILLE

The Public Roads Administration has asked
for bids by March 28 for construction of the
bridge which will carry the Parkway over g, 3,
52 at Fancy Gap. OSpans of this type have al-
ready been built on the Parkway at Route 38 in
Virginia and at three important highway inter-
sections with the Perkway line in North Caro-
lina,

### :
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TOURIST TRADE AND THE PARKWAY

In thamails recently there has been an in-
creased number of letters asking us "What new
tourist business may come as a result of the Park-
g" and "What does the Parkway plam to do sbout
“,3™ These are questionsof great importance and
of joint concern tous and to all of you. We have
made no attempt to say out loud just how many
people we think the Blue Ridge Parkway may at-
tract. We have, of course, our private opinions
reached through much study in connection with the
planning, end we have said, and here willingly
say again, that the capacity of the Parkway to
handle large numbers of people and the scenic
quality of the Blue Ridge to attract them is
unlimited. .

On 110 miles of partially completed Parkway,
we estimated 280,000 visitors during a portion
of the 1939 tourist season. This spring will see
the openingof 140 continuous miles of Parkway to
public use. 1941 will see the entire 240-mile
stretch between Roanoke and Asheville nearing

mpletion. Thue ‘the need of the tourist for
laces to eat and sleep and for gasoline and metor
0il is "just around the mountain™.

Mthough little hee been said, we heve since
the first days of planning for the Parkway done a
great deal of thinking about this part of the pic-
ture. Here are some of our thoughis, and we say
"thoughts” because nc matter how carefully we may
look ahead the final picture can only come into
sharp focus as the Parkway is completed and its
full use becomes known. This is one of the reasons
that our first thought has been to proceed slowly,
We have planned for early constructionon Parkway
land only those buildings which would provide a
center of activities for the recreational parks
and which would provide motor supply service and
food where the need seems tous to be clearly io-
diocated--that is; where such facilities for tak-
ing care of the tourist are not already available
reasonably nearby.

As a further reason for proceeding slowly,
the Service believes that the demand of the tour-
ist for accommodations will in time be answered
largely on private lands adjacent to the Parkway
and fronting on the numerous approaching State
highways. Likewise facilities in the towns and
gummer resorts will naturally grow with the de-
mand. We wish to emphasize that federal author-
ities are not at all inclined to favor a whole-
sale development of tourist units on Parkway
lands; neither is it their intention that Park~
way developments should eater into competition
with existing businese which relieson the tour-
ist trade.

On the other hand the Service does see that
1t has adefinite obligation to provide some "day-
use™ faeilities on the Parkway lands at the "in
between" locations. This seems necessary to us
in order to round out the usefulnessof the whole
Parkway project, which is as duch a chain of
recreational parks as it is a highway.

By "day-use" facilities we mean shops for
the sale of gasoline, cil, food, and picnic sup-
plies which are the day-time need of the tourist.
We do not see at present a need for overmight
facilities on the Parkway because we assume that
a great many of the Parkway visitors will plan
to arrive in the resort towns and cities for
their overnight stops. We wish to point out,
however, that certain of the larger parks along
the Parkway have been so laid outas to accommo—
date cebin or modest inn developments, if and
when a need is clearly shown for such facilities
within the Parkway proper This should not be
loocked upon as an indication that the Service
expects the need to develop; rather it is fore-
sight on the part of our planners that in such
a case the units may fit into the park plan in
logical relation to the recreational features.
Alpo we wish to announce at this time that these
plane for the future anticipate such overnight
facilities at only two points on the l40-mile
stretch of Parkway now open to the public. One



of these is within the Rocky Knob Park in Virginia,
about 48 miles south of Roancke, and the second
within Bluff Park in Alleghany County in North
Carolina. These parks roughly split the distance

between the Roanoke area and the resort area of

Blowing Rock and Linville, where, of ¢course, ac-

cormodations for the tourists are already exten~

sive,

The National Park Service at this time is
considering a plan for the provision of small
gasoline stations. and sandwich shops to serve
the day-time needs at the following parks: Smart
View and Rocky Knob in Virginia, and Cumberland
Knob end the Bluff in North Carolina. The pro-
posal being studied would invite private indi-
viduals and corporations to construct the build-
ings and to operate the business at these various
points under an agreement with the Depariment of
the Interior covering the architecture of the
bueildings, scale of prices to be charged to the
publie, sanitary provieions, and other matters
of joint concern.
with these buildings during this year the plan
will be outlined inmore detail ic a future edi-
tion of the PARKWAY NEWS and will be otherwise
advertised publiely. We hope that the Virginia
and North Carolina people with their reputation
for fine hospitality will become interested and
organize to bid successfully for the operation
of any such facilities as may be built on the
Parkway., Likewise we hope that those already
engaged in tourist enterprises in the towns and
c¢ities nearby the Parkway will keep alive to the
increasing needs of the tourist fornew and well-
rounded service. As we see it, there will be a
new business opportunity for local people both

on and off the Parkway, and this of course means -

the entire business community from the farmer
who produces through to those who directly play
host to the publie.

BIDS RECEIVED SECTION 1-H

Bids were received recently for construction
of all-mile Parkway section fromthe Jamés River
south to connect with the work already underway
from Thunder Hill to Peaks of Otter. Chandler
Bros. Construction Company of Virgilina, Virginia,
were the successful bidders. Letting of this
contract will place under construction all of
the major grading work scheduled with 1340 Park-
way appropriations.

NORTH CAROLINA BIDS DELAYED BY WEATHER

The receiptof bids for Section 2-P requested
some time ago was delayed becauseof the inability

‘and we guess we are not alone in that.

If it is decided to proceed -

‘of the contractors to get into the great Craggy

Mountains where the work is to be performed.
Week after week the efforts of the construction

men to reach the. job were blocked by the un-

usually heavy snow and ice. Bids are, however,
expected to be received by the Public Roads Ad-
ministration in Washington on April 4.

WE CHAFE AT THE BIT

We are still grumbling sbout the weather,
The snow
and ice have delayed the progress of the Park-
way work beyond our worst fears. Snow covered
much of the Parkway as late as March 24, and
no one we talked to seemed willing to promise
that the end was in sight even yet.

FIELD BURNING ' (

Already this spring a few of our neighbors
along the Parkway have burned off their grass
lands or brush, and these fires have gotten out
of hand and spread over Parkway lands. May we
suggest that if you plan to burn you contact
your ranger. He would like to telk the matter
over and may be able to help, especiallyif there
is any question as to ths boundary lines.

While we hope it won't be necessary for us
to talk the "law", we would point out that there
are laws in both Virginia and North Carolina
which protect any property owner, be he govern-
ment or citizen. We are having our own fires
watched carefully, and ask the sameof you. Let's
all atay out of court.

The record thus far for the spring f(l
season has kepi us worried, and we probably won~.
see the end of it before late in June. Our plea
once again for your co-operation,

DESCRIPTIVE FOLDER OFF THE PRESS

The ink is just drying on the 1940 folders
which will tell the prospective tourist the how,
what, when, and where of the Blue Ridge Parkway.
The clerical office here is quite akimbo with
mailing them in bundles to the Chambers of Com-
merce and travel bureaus hither and yon, and the
list is long too of the individuals who have asked
to have a copy. Extras may be had from the
rangers or by writing us.

###
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BIDS ADVERTISED FOR PARKWAY CONCESSIONS

Sealed propbsals will be received in the
Office of the Chief of Operations, National Park
Service, Interior Depertment Building, Washington,

D. Cyyuntil 2 p.m., June 18, 1940, and then opened,

~eparatory to awarding a 10-year contract for es-

‘...ablishing, maintaining, and operating on certain
portions of the Blue Ridge Parkway (in Virginia -

lying between U, 3. Highway 220 near Roanoke and
O, S. Highway 58, Publie Operator Division III,
and in North Carcolina lying between the Virginia
State Line and Blowing Rock North Carolina Publie
Operator Division V}; gasoline filling stations
and coffee shops for the accommodation of the pub-
lic, includingthe sale of gascline, o0il and au-
tomobile supplies, meals, lunches, magazines and
post cards, photographs, souvenirs (comprising
only native handicraft articles of the Blue Ridge
Region), confectioncry, ice cream, drink:y cigars,
cigarettes, tobacco, and such other services as
are necessary in the judgment of the Secretary of
the Interior for the convenience of visitora.
Spirituous liguors, if sold, must be sold in ac-
cordance with State law, These facilities are

( 2 be operated under such regulations as may be

rescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, in-
cluding specifically the fixing of rates and the
character and standard of the services and accom-
modations furpished and the submission of business
reports. All facilities and sdditions thereto
must be conatructed from full and detailed plans
and specifications prepared by a qualified arch-
itect and engineer satisfactory to the Secretary
of the Interior, such plans to be approved by the
gsaid Secretary in advance of construction. The
operator will be furnished by the Government, in
so feras itis practicable, with available util-
ity services such as electricity, water, sewer,
‘and other public services for which a charge will
be made at rates to be fixed by the Secretary, but
not to exceed the approximate cost of furnishing
those services. However, the operator will be re-
quired to furnish any such utility services inci-
dent to the authorized operations which are not
furnished by the GCovernment. As the primary
purpose of the proposed contracts ia to provide

satisfactory services and adequate accommoda-
tions for all visitors to the said Parkway, all
proposals must be made as one offer for the come
plete undertsking in each State.” All proposals
must contain a provision for the payment as com-
pensation for the privileges to be granted of
(1) adefinite and fixed sum of One Hundred Dol-
lars ($100) per annum plus (2} a percentage of
the net profits, tc be named by the bidder, in
excess of 6% of the invested capital, with the
provision that the operator may include as an
itemof expense a manager's salary not to exceed
Twenty-five Hundred Dollars ($2,500) a year.
Contract, if awarded, will be awarded to the
best and most responsible bidder in each Stats.
Demonstrated finaneia) ability to carry the proj-
ect to a successful conclusion and perscnal ex-
perience will be considered in making the award.
The working capital and investment neceassary for
the initial installation will be approximately
Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000) in Virginia and
Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) in North Caro-
lina. Additional investments will be required
as may be necessary from time to time to meet
the demonstrated needs of visitors to the park~
way. A bid bond on Standard Form 24 im the
amount of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000] must
accompany each proposal. The concession con-
tract will provide for furniahing a performance
bond in such amount as may be deemed necessary
by the Secretary. The right is reserved by the
Secretary of the Interior to reject any and all
proposales. The succesaful bidder will be required
to commence construction operations not later
then sixty days (60} after the award of the con-
tract by the Secretary. For form of proposal,
form of bid bond, copy of concession poliey of
Department of the Interior, copy of standard
concession contract provisions, copy of specifi-
cations underwhich publie utility services will
be installed, type of annual report required,
and other pertinent information, apply to the
Acting Superintendent of Blue Ridge Parkway,
633 BShenandoah Life Insurance Building, Rea-
noke, Virginia, or Room 5230, the National Park
Service, Department of the Interior, Washing-
ton, D, C.
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CAN YOU TELL ME?

Can you tell me how to reach this Parkway,
and where canwe go, and where canwe stop? When
the tourists ask these questions, and many of
them will, we hope that they receive a courtseous
and correct answer. Just like any stranger in
any land, none of us are very happy when we have
that senase of ™being lost", and when we are un-
heppy in a country or city, we seldom return.
And people from the "low" country and the big
towne alongthe rivers and seacoast are not used
to the mountains. The Blue Ridge will seem a
strange land to them indeed. That is why it seems
80 important that all of us who are "at home" jin
the Blue Ridge should be helpful and hospitable.
Once the visitor is on the Parkway we expect to
see that he is taken care of. The Rangera have
been schooled in the general information.
will direct the motorist to the towns and cities
at the intersections, Deascriptive folders taell-
ing about the scenic drive will be made available.

The folders have been given to a number of
gas stations, hotels, Chambera of Commerce, tour-
ist bureasus in the Parkway locale, and more are
available for free distribution if you need them,
We are glad to put them out in any place where
they will reach the traveling public. But beyond
these things we must depend upon the thousends of
you who are in touch with the tourists in your
daily business tc extend the courtesy of the
Blue Ridge. We suggest that you ought to know
the Parkway, and that means getting out on it
and seeing for yourselves. We wonder how many
know how fer it is from your town, or gas sta-
tion, or tourist home, or hotel to the Parkway,
and what highways lead to it, and what the num-
bers of these highways are? How many know how
far one can go on the scenic drive? If you will
write us we can supply you with this informa-
tion, and the Rangers are always glad to talk
Parkway with you.

TRUCKS AND OUTINGS

We had a letter this morning asking for
permission to take a truck load of children on
the Parkway for s day's outing and a picnie.
We sald, "Fine, go ahead", and we always will,
and so0 will the Rangers when it is a question

Signs -

of a truckiload of folke out for a day's fun.
That is what the Parkway and Parks were built
for, end we think there is more fun for a group
of kids, or grownups for that matter, in a truck
than in any other way, This applies to pick-
up trucks or to larger trucka WHEN THEY ARE
LOADED WITH PEQOPLE, but NOT when they are haul-
ing anything else. It is important that the
group of people be picnic or pleasure bound and
not just "looking at the scenery as an excuse'™

to use the Parkway for commerciel purposes. We

arenot going to try and say how many people are
necessary to make a picnic group--rather we
shall leave it to the Ranger to determine whether
the use of the Parkway ias warranted or not. If
you wWill co-operate with us in using this Park-
way for pleasure purposes we shall do all we of -
to make it available for all who want to go
an honest picnic outing. As we have explained
in the bulletin before, the Parkway is meant
for pleasure use, and there are roads a plenty
built and kept up by the good highway depart-
ments of Virginia and North Carclina which are
meant for businese use and the hauling of farm
and other produce. R
And by the way, we like the spirit in which
this gentleman wrote in and asked because he
wasn't sure, He wanted to be right. That ig
good citizenship, and we like to be working with
people like that.

THE BROKEN PAVEMENT BEING REPAIRED

The break-up of the paving on scme of the
Parkway in upper North Carclina bhas resulted 7
discomfort to travelers, and no one is very happ,.
sbout it, The severe winter freezes which caused
trouble all over the East were partly to blame.
Moreover this first treatment coat was “light"
(too light it ia realized now) and wes mesnt to
gerve until the big dirt fills had settled when
a second and higher type pavement was to be
placed, We hope that the patching now under
way will put the worst of this condition behind
us, and meanwhile traffic will be maintained with
as little inconvenience to the traveler as pos-
Siblet

##FF
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.. THE GHOSTS OF THE FOREST ARE COMING

TO LIFE?

"Green chestnut trees are growing on the
mountainside, and there is the sound of chest-
Q ts falling on the ground when the summer is
.ne. " Sounds like a page out of some old, old
book doesn't it? Or it sounds as if someone
working on the Parkway were seeing “spooka” -~
"tree spooks™ -- doesn't it? Because we all
know soc well the sad sight of the ghosts of the
o0ld chestnut trees in nearly all the forests of
the Blue Ridge and we &all know they have been
just skeletons since early in the century.

But truly this is not all ghost talk, and
anyone can see green, living chestnuts in the
broad daylight if he will go to Hocky Knob Park
where we have planted an orchard nursery of them.
To be sure the trees are not the old American
Chestnuts, but they ars clese kin to the old
type and are called the Chinese Chestnut. The
nuts are of like size to the American and taste
much the same, though some people believe they

(‘ e scmewhat sweeter. The newly developed tree
¢ "blight resistant", growe rapidly, and be-
gins to bear when five years old. There is a
Chineae Chestnut tree at Woodlawn, Virginia, which
is now fifteen yesrs old and bears a half bushel
of nuts a year.

We firat learned of the development of this
"blight resistant™ species from a gentlemen in
Roancke City who has made a atudy of them. (By
the way, it is not the "chestnut worm" that
killed the original trees, but a tree disease
or blight; the worms appeared later in the dead
wood.,) We purchased the nursery seedlings and
planted them at a 3,200-foot elevation in the
Park in order to develop this promising tree in
the higher altitudes. The plan is to tend the
trees by means of the CCC Camp at Rocky Knob as
a propagation nursery. As the trees begin to
baar we plan to distribute the chestnuts to Soil
Conservation farmers along the Parkway who wish
to start chestnut orchards, -
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The Chinese Chestnut likes good scil and
requires a fertility something like that of the
apple orchard, The treea do not require care
other than keeping the brush down around them.
They should be planted like appls trees in good
soil mixed with e little well rotted manurs and
they should be spaced about forty feet apart for
good bearing. We are also told of enother "blight
resistant" chestnut of the Japanese variety.
This is similar toc the Chinese Chestnut except
that the nuts are larger and more starchy. This
type is excellent for hog feeding since it beare
more nuts per tree, and we have reports that the
Japanese Chestnut is producing more hog feed per
sere than cora grown on the same soil.

Therefore, it is our hope and our expectancy
that the years will bring back something of the
old deys when the chestnut was perhaps the moun-
tains' most important "cash crop™. And so the
ghosts of the forest come to life!

CONGRESS DISCUSSES PARKWAY FUNDS

The Senate and House of Representatives have
in turn considered the eppropriation of funds to
the Parkway for the year beginning July 1, 1940,
and the committees have recommended $1, 300,000
for the work. In addition they would authorize
other contracts to be started during the year to
a total of $3, 900, 000~-these last mentioned moneys
to be made available in the following fiscal
year. The InteriorDepartment Bill which includes
the Parkway item is not law, of course, until
gigned by the President. This plan, if paased,
will allow the Parkway work i¢c go forward about
at its present rate. The program which will say
where and for what the new money will be used is
now being studied for submission to the Secretary
of the Interior. Upon its approval we will carry
the detailed story in the "News™,

USE THE FICNIC AREAS

We have noted witha good deal of satisfac-
tion that the varions piecnic areas along the



Parkway are increasing in popularity, and we've

had some very kind letters commenting on their

usefulness. Smart View, Rocky Knob in Virginia and
the Cumberland Knob and Bluffs in North Carolina

are rounding out now to where we can call them near- .

complete. By this time there should be clear spring
water running from the fountains in handy places,

and that is our last big hurdle (except for the-

sandwich shops where picnic foods will be sold).

Our hope now i8 all picnickers will use these
carefully complete areas and that there will be
less and less of this stopping along the Parkway
at random under this and that "shady tree". We
know that the "shady tree™ is ahabit long formed
and that it'anice too, but it does make our prob-
lemof keeping the Parkway clean a very hard one.
In the special park areas there are refuse cans,
tables, benches, and a fireplace in your own in-
dividual spot along the wayside park roads. This
gives you just as mich privacy and all the faecil-
ities to boot., In these parks built just for
that purpose we can afford to have & man come by

from time to time to keep things clean and at-'

tractive. So welcome to the picnic parks,

That suggests another thought, Use is very
heavy of these developments on Sundays and holi-
days. Some have already been filled to overflow-
ina. For your own enjoyment, and remembering
that we locals must be hospitable to the out of

State or out of section tourists, why not plan
your big group pienieson a weekday. Our rangers
will be glad to hear when the church or school

grodp or the sewing circle are planning their

outings, and they can help see that all is ready
for you. Or write us. ' .

DEER

- W6 are told (second-hand, but we pass it on}
that as many as four deer have been geen from
time to time feeding along the Parkway just south
of the State line. This wouldn't be unusual in
other parts of our 500-mile route, but the Cum—
berland Knob section is quite heavily farmed.
Some thought the deer were attracted by the white
clover along the fresh-seeded Parkway shoulders.
If sowe'll continue planting it so they'll stay
in the park and raise big families.

Rebuilding of secondary State roeds a}.ogg"‘

the Parkway between the State line and Deep Gap
in North Carolina has been completed. Now that
these roads which were disturbed by the Parkway

construction are again linked together, the reg-.

ulation prohibiting trucks and commercial ve-
hicles along the Parkway cam be put into effect
throughout, and such traffic will be required to
use the local roads.

¥ ##
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FIVE MILLION OF NEW FUNDS PROGRAMMED

With $1,300,000 direct approprlat:.on and an
additional $3, 900,000 tobscoms available forthe
work progressively during the year, big strides
will be made toward closing in on the gaps in
.Parkway Zrading. A total of 45 miles, or about

} in each of the two states, has been approved
“ror construction by the Secretary of Interior.

Section 1-E south from Tye River Gap will place ’

all the Parkway from Shenandoah Park to Route 60
above Buena Vista under contract. Section 1-L
from Black Horse Gap toRoute 460 five miles out
of Roancke City limits will provide acontinucus
grade through the Roanoke to Lymchburg sector
past the Peaks of Otter.

The newmoney allows for paving of the Park-
way entrance at Adney Gap on Bent Mountain, ase
well as the parking overlooks and picnic area
roads in Smart View and Rocky Knob Parks.

In North Carclina work will be started on
the stretch within the Cherokee Indian Reserva-
tion ineluding a spur to Black Camp Gap in the
Great Smokies Park. The middle section of the

tagah line will be plugged through. Also the
p-state sections will be resurfaced in part, and
the spring should see black top going down on
the Linville to Mitchell Parkway sections. A
number of bridges to eliminate crossing at grade
of important state highways are programmed with
the new money.

Yes, the big map which bhangs in the office
here and which charts progrese is an almost un-
broken line of colored buttons. 0f a total length
of 480 miles, more than 350 are now programmed,
under construction, or completed.

USE OF PARKWAY JUMES

The total number of visitors to the Farkway
during June jumped to 147,000, or three times the
aggregate forMay, and brought the estimated total
for the spring season to 261, 141, Partial figures
for July show further increase, especially in out-
of-state cars. The "News™ is happy tobe revising
upwarde its private guess at the season's total.

BIDS ASKED FOR GAS AND FOOD CONCESSIONS

The Park Service will agajn receive bids
on November 5 in Washington for the operat].on of
four concession units to be located along the
Parkway sections now open between HRoanoke and
Boone, North Carolina. The two proposals, one
in each state, are almost identical with those
advertised last spring. These were widely ad-
vertised and wers discussed in the "News", but
no complete bids were received.

The Service now urges those in the tourist
business to review the propositica. And espe-
c¢ially we invite the Virginia and North Carolina
people to interest themselves in the possibili-
ties. Briefly we are asking private business
men or corporations familiar with the gasoline
and food business to undertake the construction
of buildings in certain of the Parkway recrea-
tional areas and to operate there much needed
facilities for the tourists. In Virginia a gas
station and coffes shop is proposed in Smart View
Park and in Rocky Knob Park, and these would in-
volve an investment of about $40,000. In North
Carolina at Cumberland Knob Park a concession
for picnic suppliss is proposed and a zas and
coffee shop at Bluff Park. These buildings would
require about $30,000 for construction. The
lease term will be tem years, at the end of
which time the operator may renew the lease or
gell the buildings to the incoming concern. With
traffic mounting on the Parkway there will be an
inereasing complaint by visitors at the lack of
facilities. It is a long, thirsty, hungry "way
between" in portions of the Blue Ridge, and it
is a longer walk for the man with the empty gas-
oline tank, Thisis poor advertising and hardly
sncourages our 1940 visitors to come back. We
suggest that the need for these accommodations
will be yet greater in 1941,

Those interested may write the Acting Su-
perintendent, 633 ShenandcahLife Insurance
Building, Roanoke, Virginia, for information.
We will gladly meet by appointmenti interested
parties at the building sites for review of the
problem.



MORE ABOUT THE CHINESE CHESTNUTS

Our story last month about the Chinese chest-
nuts brought forth some sharp comment from cne
of our very good friends. He charged that we
were needlessly introducing aforeigner into the
gelect company of ‘our American forest trees.
Well, ‘we hasten to add, lest others fesl like-
wise, that we have no intention that the blight
resistant chestnut be planted as a forest tree.
We are thinking of it only as a "hill culture
crop" for orchard planting and to take the place
of corn and wheat now grown on steep slopes where
perhaps corn and wheat were never meant to grow.

No, we sare wholly saﬁsfiad with the fine
families of trees ‘that make our Blue Ridge wood-
lands. '

RO GUARDRAIL?

Here is astory we enjoyed. A visitor from
Ohic stopped one of the Rangers to ask if we
were going to build guardrail or wall along the
Parkway embankments. The Ranger not being sure
admitted as much. Then came the surprise, for
the Ohioan said, "Well, I hope you don't be-
cause [ think it'smore beautiful without it, and
folks shouldn't speed along this road anyway.
It would be like running down the aisle at church,”

We wish we might comply fully with the
friendly visitor'swish, but of course for safety
we must place rail through the more dangerous
sections, and we plan to do so as we can. How-
ever, we won't think any the less of the senti-
ments of the gentleman from Ohio.
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

We suppose that . the mid-August and early
September floods of 1940 in the Blue Ridge are
no longer spot news, and yet we venture that the
hundred and one things that happened will be re-

ighad around many awood stove this winter. And
, «8 have even noticed that time isnow being recl-

oned in terms of before and after "the"™ flood.
The worst in fifty years old timers tellus, and
we have no desire to doubt it. The Parkway, tak-
ing it end to end of the three hundred odd miles
underway, suffered enough damage to cause us some
real worry. However, the sceni¢ mountain top
road was not as hard hit as highways in the val-
ley zenerally wers. Most of our storm repair is
behind us except for a few bad spots. The worst
was the section between Horse Gap and Deep Gap
on the Boone, North Caroclina, end. This the
Public Roads Administration hopes to have cleaned
up well before snow flies so that it should be
in good shape for next spring and the 1941 tourist.

In the meanwhile, sxcept for this southern-
most stretch, the Parkway has been kept open
Yrough from Roancke and was not barricaded at
d.ny time though we have asked that people use
extreme caution indriving it because of the need
for short one-way stretches around workmen re-
pairing the road.

In the Linville-Asheville area the Parkway
was closed except to local traffie, and we are

8till advising caution though many adventuresome

motorists are still visiting these incompleted
sections,

Well, the water has rsceded, and we've
learned a great deal. We hope that fifty years
from now when the next one comes, if it must,
that the Parkway will be a hundred per cent like
a "duck's back".

DRIFIWOCD FROM THE RECEDING WATERS

The old notlon about the ill wind held for

a farmer on 321 near us. He had been "prospsct-
ing” for feldspar without any luck--until the
floods came and uncovered the vein only a few
feet from his diggings.

A e o e e ook e

A nipne-year old girl stopped one of our men
just outside of Blowing Rock not long after a
good bit of her daddy's farm hed slipped down
and covered the road. "See that,™ she said,
Mthat's my pa's wood lot. No trespassing.™ She
did let our man go through, however.

oo e e o ok o ek e ko

On themomming after, some of us were caught
in Galax, Virginia, which along with Wilkesboro
was one of the towns hardest hit. It took us
four hours to reach the Parkway which is only
five milea as the crow flies from Galax. OQur
route to the Parkway was a sort of crazy quilt
made up of farm roads, here a stretch across
farm fields, through adozen gaps in fences, amd
we even built about a half mile of new road of
our own--all of this to circumvent the flood.

3 3 o e e a0 o o ok o o ok
In Boone, North Carclina, so they say, the
main street was good trout fishing during the
rainy days, end several boys were reported as
having caught fish up to three and a half
pounds. Apparently main street had not been
posted.

R RS R EZ 2T 21 2L 12

One day the thoroughbred horses brought in-
to Linville for the annual show were slesk and
well groomed. The next they stood knee deep in
mud, and the flood had carried away their feed.
Owners were permitted to take them out over the
Parkway.

ERRREERRNMRARAK R



Qur hats are off, by the way, to the hercic
work done by many folks during these distresaing
times, and especially by the State Highway crews.

3c 3 o o A ok 2 o ke o ok ok ok

. The Journal-Patrint of North Wilkesboro had
a good word forone of our camps in an editorial,
part of which we quote: "The assistance given
this flood stricken ¢ity during the past ten days
by the C. C. Camp crews from the camp at Laurel
Springs is something to be appreciated. The
manner in which the boys have so faithfully per-
formed their tasks and their general behavior

have been subjects of much favorable comment.

The manner in which they have performed here
gives evidence of good training. Their work has
been extremely hélpful and of much value to the
city. We are glad to commend them highly.™

Ak kK koK ek ok ok

PARKWAY VISITORS

Some 461,000 persons had visited the Park-

way by August 1 this year according to our check-
up. This compares with a total of 391,273 per-
sons for all of 1939. Totals for July were 164,430
persons, which was our heaviest month to date
and which exceeded by seven per cent our traffic
counts for June. June, of course, gsees the best
of the flower bloom which is the biggest drawing
card with "in-the-state"™ motorists. As would be
expected then, there was a big increase in the
percentage of cars from States other than Vir-
ginia and North. Carolina.

WATER, WATER, BUT ITS DRINKING WATER AT
SMART VIEW AND ELUFF PARKS

Pure gpring water is now to be had by pic-
nickers and thirsty motorists at Smart View Park
in Virginia and Bluff in North Carolina. The
end of September should see water flowing from
the taps in Rocky Knob, and the Cumberland Knob
.area near the State line has besn provided with
drinking water for some time. We are all set
now we think, and glad we are. It is not an easy
jobt to supply water to the highest c¢rests of
eastern America., The Bluff water system was g
real big job--a 35-foot reservoir dam, 2 tanks,
and a "few" feet of pipe line. Also the perma-
nent comfort stations are nearly completed in
these parks,

AND 500N AGAIN ITS FIRE
Nearly every year some wide-spread forest

fire devastates a portion of the United States,
destroying human lives, burning homes, and laying

it is so much in our minds,

waste to forests and wildlife; and incidentally,
making way for
the guick runoff of rain water and hence floods,
Agaln this year great fires raged in the West
where men and equipment were parachuted from
planes to the burning area. Lest wesay it can't
happen here, remembver that vast fires have swept
the Blue Ridge and that the fall fire season is
just ahead.

Perhaps you recall the fire season of last
fall which was one of the worst the Blue Ridge
has seen in-a decade. Many .of the fires were
started through human carelesasness and were fanned
by high winds and a long dry spell. The key to
success in fire protection is the same old ounce
of prevention, inother words the ability to pre-
vent fires from getting started, The -Parkway
has & trained and equipped organization, which
consista of three CCC camps, two ERA projects,
and a staff of six Park Rangers assisted by two
Park Wardens; yet this work orgsnization mu(:
have the wholehearted co-cperation of everyonv
in the vicinity of the Parkway if we are to be
effective. Please PREACH AND FRACTICE PREVENTION.

To report fires call:

Prom Route 250 (Rockfish Gap) to the James River

call "
Park Ranger D. C. Hieb or Forest Ranger B. A.
Eager, Buena Vista operator

From James River to Roanoke (Route 116)

call
Park Ranger B. T. Campbell, Roanoke 2-4827 or
Forest Ranger Lewis R. Smith Natursl Bridge
18-F-4

From Roancke to Route 8 (Tuggle GCap)
call K
Park Ranger T. K. Garry, Roanoke 2-4827

From Route 8 to Virginia-Carolina line

call
Park Ranger T. W. Barmnett, Hillsville operator
or Park Warden C. X. Dale, Floyd Operator

From State line to Blowing Rock
call
Park Ranger R.H. Coombs, Laurel Springs Operator

From Blowing Rock to Balsam Cap
call
Park Ranger G. B, Liles, Spruce Pine No. 9

From Balsam Gap to Great Smokies
call
Park Ranger E. M. Dale, Marion 148M or 140
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VIRGINIA ITEM CHANGED IR 1941
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

We are advised from Washington that Section
1-G from Robinson Gap to the James River will be
built with 1941 funds instead of Section 1-L near
Roanoke as we first reported. ZExcept for the
James River bridge this shift of money will place
all of the scenic roadway under construction from
the Shenandoah Park to Black Horse Gap, twelve
miles south of the Peaks of Otter. The work is
expected to begin in the spring on the fourteen
miles of "G" section. By that time more than
106 miles of grading will be underway or com-
pleted in the Park to Roanoke division. Eleven
major contracts.are involved. N

‘HUNTING CR RO

Come September, and weare once again asked
about hunting onthe Parkway. The answer is
"NO"; for, asour old readers will remember, the
irkway and park lands are set aside as game
preserve. We think that the belt of Parkway

lands will form an important refuge for gzame in

the Blue Ridge and that in the long run the re-
strietion will make for better hunting in the
whole region,Incidentally guns if carried through
the park or Parkway lands should be carried with
breeches broken--this, to avoid any misunder-
standing with our Rangers.

WE BUILD A CAMPFIRE

 We've had anotion in the back of our heads
for some time that we should organize group camp-
fireas from time to time at desirable spots along
the Parkway, Thé vigion isn't very clear as yet
excapt that we see a big fire under a star 1lit
sky, and a gathering of as many folks from local
and distant points as might be interested in
swapping yarns, group singing, and general enter-
tainment.

We put up a ™trial balloon™ recently and
lit the first fire at Rocky Knob, Over two
hundred folks from  the nearby countryside and
from some of the towns gathered around, and from
what we hear the affair was an unusual success.
A1l the entertainment was furnished by members
of the audience and included an.introduction by
Preacher Woods, a variety of songs, some remarks
by a visiting camper, and a few words by the Park
Service people who were present. Ranger Ted
Barnett did the handling and is one of the chief
backers of the program,

Since this first balloon floated so readily--
and if the one or two campfires that may yet be
1it this fall do as well--we want to get started
with more definite plans fornext year. As they
form we'll have more to say on the subject in
the "News",
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PARKWAY OFFICIALLY CLOSED DURING WINTER

The first of November, unless the weather-
man changes his habits, will see the beginning
of wintry weather in many of the high spots
along the Blue Ridge Mountains. Fog and rain

.ange to ice and snow on a moment's notice when
the cold winds strike across the higher alti-
tudes. To take care of such conditions mest
highway budgets carry big maintenance items--
sand for slippery pavements, plows for snow re-
moval, and men and trucks for the work. We have
done a deal of thinking about the desirability
of maintaining the Parkway pavements clear for
travel during the winter, and it has been de-
cided that the required expenditure of Parkway
moneys would@ not be justified in view of the
relatively few motorists who come this way dur-
ing these months; consequently, again this year
the. Parkway will beofficially closed during the
winter. We do not intend, however, to barricade
the entrances; only to warn the motorists that
the Parkway should be avoided during times of
ice, snow, and fog. The roadway will be avail-
l able for local use on the "travel-at-your-own-

isk" basis, but we urge that greatest care be
used to avoid acecidents.

2

MORE PARKWAY WORK

Bids were received during the month for the
grading of a 4-mile section of the Parkway high
in the Pisgah Mountains. Thework will link the
L two contracts now under way and will provide a
continuously graded Parkway from Wagon Rcad Gap
through to Beech Gap where the Tennessee Bald
road crosses the ridge. :

Bids were also invited during the month on
Section 1-E of the Parkway between Tye River Gap
and Irish Gap in Virginia which will place the
Parkway continuously under construction from the
Shenandoal Fark south to a point eighteen miles
from the James River. TFunds are available for
the river section too, and this work is expected
to be under contract next year.

L

1940 VISITORS WILL TOTAL OVER THREE-
QUARTERS QOF A MILLION

With the 1940 travel year drawing to a close,
census records indicate that well over three-
quarters of a million persons will have used the

Parkway by the end of October. "~ July saw the

heaviest use with a total estimated figure of
164,430. This was previous to the August flood
which made it necessary to close part of the Park-
way in North Carolina.

The travel figures, which are based on péri-
odical actual counts, area harometer of increas-
ing public interest. Asadditional sections are
opened to traffie, it becomes clear that the Park-
way is serving not only for its wayside parks,
overlooks, and other recreational facilities, but
more and more as a useful through artery for
motor travel.

NEW RANGERS ON THE PARKWAY

We have been falling down in our introduc-
tions to you of the new men cn the Ranger staff,
Of course we never thought it important to talk
about the people here in the office who are be-
hind the lines, but the Rangers, we realize,
daily come in contact with our neighbors and our
visitors.

We are starting with a sad note, saving our
happier thoughts for later. Qur sigh, which is
deep drawn, is for the fact that Ranger Ted Barmett
who has made so many friends in his territory
batween Rocky EKnob and the State lipne in Virginia
has found it necessary to pull up stakes and
transfer to a National Park in the West., We under-
stand that he dislikes the ides of his leaving as
much as we do, but the reason goes back a year or
more to the time when PBarnett was a Ranger in
(Glacier National Park patrolling some realiy back
country during hunting season. It seems that a
local Indian of a tribe that has long forsaken
its bow and arrow for the more modern shotgun
mistook Barnett for wild game which resulted in



& bad injury to Barnett{'s leg. Well, the damp
weather in the Blue Ridge has not been too good
for that leg, and so we havs arranged the shift
to a job in the southwestern part of the country

where the dry desert air should help things along. -

We know that a lot of people, especially those

who attended the campfires at Rocky Knob, join

us in wishing him good luck,

Incidentally Ranger Tom Garry has taken over
Barnett's territory, andCarlos Dale, Park Warder
at Rocky Krob, is assisting.

Among the newcomers, and reading from north
to south, is Ranger David Hieb who has the ter-
ritory from the James River north to the Shenan-
doah Park and who hailed about a month ago from
Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico. New by about
the same length of time ia Morrison King who is
the Park Warden at Bluff Park, assisting Ranger
Coombs. Kingis a Carclinian and not so far from
home. From Sparta a while ago came Granville
Liles who resides at. Spruce Pine and who ranges
the territory of the Parkway betwsen Blowing Rock
and Buck Creek Gap in North Carolina.

ODD3 AND ENDS

We'd like to thank that majority of pie-
nickers who when forced by lack of faeilities to,
lunch by the road go their way afterwards without
leaving a trace. There are yet a few who have
not digcovered how easy it is to take back with
them their trash and debris of papers, cans, and
boxes, but their number seems to be growing smaller
all the while, Wasa time when a litter left at
the most atiractive spot was the cailing card
and hallmark of the pienicker. We loathed the
breed. Now, we are glad to see these groups of
pleasant people who make the best of lack of fa-
cilities and enjoy their out-of-doors meal wher-
ever there is room to spread it.
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One of our prides and joys is to note how
well used are the developed picnic areas at Smart
View, Rocky Knob, Cumberland Knob, and the Bluff.
We even wonder whether they are big enough. The
same sort of thing will be done, of course, on
other Parkway sections as soon as plans can be
carried out for other recreational areas.
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. Of all the remarks made about the Parkway
the ‘one that makes us most unhappy is that the
Parkway is & "rich man's road.™ Nothing can be
further from the truth. Though a man possess
little else, he usially has a way t6 borrow some
sort of automotive transportation and uses it to
air his family apd friends on days off, Few
roads take 8 man further away from everyday things
so quickly and completely as the Parkway. Here
is travel for a day or days, and welcome.
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A six-year 0ld's excited and thrilled "Oh
Daddy - it's a DEERI"™, heard raecently was to us
a reminder that our wildlife is a very real fac-
tor in outdoor enjoyment. That boy's Dad was
slmost as thrilled as was the boy himself. A. lot
of questions were promptly asked, and we'd bet
that boy - and his Dad - will be back and that
they will always mark that spot in passing. (

He kel ook e o e ok ok koK

We have observed on several occasions the
reaction of people on seeing game birds, ground-
hogs, deer, bear, fox, coons (all of which we

have). Even a rabbit scurrying across the road
means a lot. They are the spice of the wild
places. The most familiar countryman is impressed

The city folk sre ecstatic. We want more wild-
1life, and we think the next years will see them
many timea multiplied.

e SO R Aok Aok ok ok kK

Flood-filled August, says the weatherman,
was the wettest month on record - September was
the driest! —_—
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Senior Highway Engineer William Austin of
the Public Roeads Administration, and in charge
of Parkway engineering and construction, has re-
turned after a special assignment of several weeks
in Panama. Mr. Austin who has had much experience
in mountain road location was called by the Fed-
eral Government toadvise on highway work in the
Canal Zone.
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WINTER FEEDING OF BIRDS

Of all our Blue Ridge wildlife the species
that have the hardest struggle to carry through
the winter are our nonmigratory birds. Quail
and grouse [orT “"pheasant"} probably have the
toughest time of it because, by natural instinct
and physical build, theirs is a limited range.

their original chosen "yard" unless driven

' ("oth quail and grouse stay within about one mile

|

out by unusuel circumstances.

Both gquail end grouse are of sufficient
value to man to justify our efforts to help them
through the winter. They are valuable to the
farmer for insect and weed contrel, to the sports-
man as game, and to all of us as mighty interest-
ing parts of the natural picture. We might then
count the time and feed which it takes to help
them as well spent. If you have never tried
feeding birds you'll discover & thrill equal to
the effort it takes.

Here are a few hints on winter feeding:

The point is, ofcourse, to get the feed to
the birds. That means knowing or discovering
where gquail coveys and grouse range. ILf there

( 3 a patch of grain in which they fed earlier

.n the year the birds .will probably visit it
later, hoping to find food. Pick a good spot
near cover under which the birds can escape if
a hawk happens along. Clear the snow away, down
to the ground. [Feed scattered on snow is lost.)
Use small grain--husked ears of corn, or coarse-
eracked chicken feed. A shelter over the food
either of cornstalks in a shock, boughs, boards,
or anything else isa help. A.long leader trail
of grain may be needed to toll the birds to the
feading station the first time. After that they
know where to look and will return as long as
their natural supply of food is frozen in.

Never scatter a covey while snow is on the
ground. Quail are dependent on each other for
warmth to carry througzh cold nights, and if scat-
tered so as tobe separated overnight, they freeze.

AS COLD WINDS WIND UP CONSTRUCTICN SEASON
North of the James

Completed are two of the several grading

jobe under way in the sector between the Shenan-
doah Park and the Jemes River. Section 1-B, the
g=-mile section south of Rock Fish Gap, and Sec-
tion 1-Dbetween Love and Tye River Gap have been
"finalled”, which is the engineer's term signi-
fying that all itemscalled forhave been finished
satisfactorily by the contractor.

Three other grading jobs in this viecinity
of the Parkway will carry over the winter for
completion next year. Progress has been good,
and the work on each of these is well in line
with schedule. Bridgeconstruction at Rock Fish
Gap has been given a good start. The construc-
tion of several other bridges in this sector is -
expected to begin in the spring. '

Near the Peaks of Otter

Jobs to the north of these famous twin moune
tains have progressed well, but the work is not
likely to be linked together as a continuous
grade before well along in the next construction
gseason. Thirty odd miles of grading are under
way in this portion of the Parkway in four sep-
arate contracts reaching from the James through
to Black Horse Gap. Incidentally the local folk
who have been adventuring upon the grade are
beginning to bear us out that here is some very
outstanding scenery., Apple Orchard Mountain,
where the Parkway reaches the all-high for Vir-
ginia sections of 3950 feet, has been praised
before in these columns. We must remind in this
connection that the roadway is "closed" while
under construction and that motorists enter at
their own risk. Much of it will be coated with
ice and snow this winter, and we suggest wait-
ing for the open weather in the spring. Then,
if great care and judgment is used you probably
will not find the contractors or us objecting
when you take that cautious look at what is to be.

Fancy Gap

The bridgze at Fancy Gap where Route US-52
crosses the Blue Ridge isnearing the final stage
and glad we are, for this is a busy c¢rossing.

In Carolina

In North Carolina there are several "going
jobs,™ high up in the cold winds, and activities



have slackened among the contractors. Most of
the big shovels have holed in like the bears.
On the two heaviest jobs under Mt. Mitchell and
the Great Craggies, aswell ap the one up in the
Pisgahs above Waynesville, they kept biting away
pretty well along in the fall, and another sea-
son we hope will see the roadway leveled through
to Asheville. Likewise Section 2-~Finto Blowing
‘Rock has opened out during the year, and the ex-
tension from Thunder Hill into the famous tourist
town should go forward speedily in the spring.
The stone arch isalmost meeting over Buck Creek
Gap which is the largest bridge now under way in
North Carolina. Thisis being built by the Pub-
lic Roads Administration day labor organization
under the supervision of John L. Humbard. Mr,
L. H. Kidd ishis assistant. The same group you
will remember built the three-arch span over the
Linville River.

Flood clean-up in upper North Carolina and
the paving work which is under contract have gone
forward, and these will be finished we hope in
the early spring.

S0 ends another construction season which
-geems tous to be a fairly productive one on the
Parkway, taking it end to end.
that August flood, however.

SAFETY ALONG THE PARKWAY

We notice a rise during recent months in
the number of gccidents occurring along the Park-
way. Some of them were serious, and all, even
the scraped fenders, regrettable, Wedon't like
to admit that we must expect this along with the
rise of traffic volume on the Parkway. So many
of the accidents in the past, and there will be
more in the future, may be classed as avoidable.
The Parkway is a scenic mountain road, and most
of its visitors will probably be interested in
the scenery--in theopportunity it gives forquiet
recreation. Must there always be those people
who ingist upon using the Parkway as an express
road on which to speed to some distant point? The
State highways through the velleys are designed
for the faster traffic.

£ U-3 BIDS REJECTED

The bids received last month for grading four
miles of Parkway in Pisgah Mountains south of Ashe-
ville bave been turned down by the Department of
the Interior. The pricesquoted were a great deal
higher than the Public Roads Administration esti-
mates for the job, and it is planned to readvertise
in the spring in the hope of more favorable bids.

PRICES INVITED ON BRIDGE NEAR BUCHANAN

Bids were called during the past month on

_and with the Federal Government.

We can't forget

grade separation bridge tobebuilt over Routs 43,
Bearwallow Gap on the Blue Ridge above Buchanan.
The proposal calls fora segmenteal arch faced with
native stone, ’

PARKWAY ENGINEER ASSIGNED TONEW WORK IN
PANAMA AND COSTA RICA

Mr. WilliamM. Austin, Sr,, Highway Engineer,
who has headed the Publie Roads Administration
engineering and construction forces in Roanoke
since the beginning of the Paricway work has been
agsigned to important highway construction in
Penama and Costa Rica. Mr, Austin, whose transfer
became effective in early December, has had a long

‘experience as contractor and as engineer with the

highway department ofVirginia, hisnative State,
He headed the
engineering office which lajdout and supervised
consiruction of the famous Skyline Drive in Shenan-
doah National Park, This and other park and park-
way experience hag established Mr, Austin's pre-
eminence as a locatorand builder of mountain roads
in difficult terrain. Officials of the Parkw(_
staff and others who have worked closely with Mz
Austin will keenly Feel his leaving the Parkway
work., They wish him continued success,

The appointment of Mr. Austin's successor is
expected to be made known shortly and will be an-
nounced in the next issue of the NEWS.

PARKWAY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT TRANSFERRED

Mr. H. E. ven Gelder, Landsceape Architect with
the Parkway from the earliest days, has been trans..
ferred to a new assignment with the National Park
Service in Washington where he will engage in the
design of highways in the National Capital Parks
system. Mr. van Gelder's work with the Blue Ridge
Parkway was especially important on the Virginiae
sections where he was in charge of general Parkway
location and landscape design. Heworked clo‘sel&
with the State Highway Department in the acquisi
tion of Parkway lands. Wehope that he may fre-
quently revisit ua and the Parkway.

NQ BIDS RECEIVED ON CONCESSIONS

For the second time we must report no bids
for the gas stations and food shops between Roanoke
and Blowing Rock. Thedue date, November 5, did
bring in a number of informal proposals, however,
from interested business people, and the Service
is giving consideration to the problem in 1lizht
of their comments,

We are more than everofa mind that the time
has come to provide the Parkway visitor with such
service, and indeed we hope yet to announce that
the next season will find the buildings up with
doors open and curtains at the windows.

-

###
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PARKWAY ON THE AIR

Since the first days of the Parkway we have

suspected that 500 miles of the Blue Ridge is a

giant piece of geography. We shortened themile-

l age of travel between many of the gaps when the

\‘\‘ ;adway was graded through, but even now the

country is one of large distances. The way

through is only as fast as the automobile, and

[ this is not fast enough when there are motor

c¢ar accidents andinjured people need help, when

high winds fanforest fires that gquickly get out

of hand, or when the motorist should be warmed

of fog, ice, andsnow which oftensetile suddenly

on the high peaks of the Parkway. The modern

answer is, of course, short wave radio, and we
proudly announce that we are Station WSEL.

Three radio stations have bveen under con-
struction during the last month, and we expect
to be on the air next spring. The system will
operate with a 75-foot steel antenna tower at
Roanoke, another at Kocky Knob Park, and athird
at the Bluff Park. The Ranger cars are being
®itted with receiver and sending sets so that
L uising field man may both talk and listen to
headquarters as well as car to car.

The remaining radio stations, which are to

L be at roughly 60-mile intervals, will be built
' from time to time as Parkway sections are com-
pleted and opened to the publie. The system is
being designed byW. C. Hilgedick, National Park
— Service radio engineer from San Francisco, who
is also supervising the installation. Comple-
tion of the first three stations will put the
Reoanoke office in continuoua touch with the 140-
mile seetion of Parkway between Roanoke and Blow-
ing Rock. And so we look forward to short-cut
communication and to faster handling of many im-
portant aspects of the Parkway's business.

AGREEMENT REACHED ON SOUTHERN TERMINUS

Final determination of the site of the
southern terminal section of the Parkway was

made during themonth when the United States De-
partment of the Interior, through its Office of
Indian Affairs, conveyed 1,333 acres of land in
the Qualla Indian Reservation to the State of
North Carolina and received a check for $40,000
to be held in trust. The lands will be retrans-
ferred later to the National Park Service for
construction and administration of the new por-
tion of parkway.

The southernmost secticn is al2-mile route
which will traverse the Reservation and join -
State Highway No. 107 near the eastern entrance
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park not far
from Bryson City, North Carolina.

MIDDLETON REPLACES AUSTIN AS PUBLIC
ROADS ADMINISTRATION ENGINEER

E. G. Middleton assumed the headship early
this month of the Public Roads Administration
engineering office in Roancke. The position had
been left vacant when William M. Austin was
transferred recently to Costa Rieca for work on
the Pan-American Highway. Mr. Middleton is by
no means new with theBlue Ridge Parkway, having
followed its location and construction closely
through its first four years. He returns to
Roancke from Florence, Mississippi, where he had
been resident engineer on alarge section of the
Natchez Trace National Parkway, akind of "sister™
to this project running through that GState and
parts of Alabama and Tennessee.

Mr. Middleton will have charge of engineer-
ing and construction of the central section of
the Parkway from the Jemes River to Asheville.
G. Y. Carpenter, with offices in Waynesboro,
holds this position for the northern Virginia
sections, and Col. W. I. Lee, with offices in
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and Waynesville, North
Carclina, heads the work in that territory.

Since the last News, others well known along
the Parkway have answered a call to Costa Rica
and Panama, Glenn I. Gibbs, assistant to Mr,



Austin, and aprincipal designer for the Skyline
Drive in Shenandoah National Park and the Park-
way, was among those to leave. He will be Te-
placed here by Ernest Woodrow, an experienced
man in this work and with the Parkway. Others
leaving are E. W. Allfather, A. B. 0*'Mchundro,
and T, W, Starbuck. S. L. Von Gemmingen, in

charge of the Public Roads office in Spruce Pine, .

has been transferred tothe Natchez Trace, leav-
ing W. M. Smith in charge of Parkway field work
in the Grandfather Mountain to Asheville sector.

While glad for their new opportunities, we
think of all these changes with a measure of re-
gret as will their friends and associates along
the Parkway line. '

INDIAN VILLAGE DISCOVERED AT THE
FEAKS OF OTTER

Announcement was made during the month by
the Smithsonian Institution of important his-
torical finds atthe Peaks of Otter. Arrowheads,
spear points, and the like unearthed at various
times were clues to the important discovery.
Belief that further diggings may evidence much
of scientific interest, the Smithsonian plans
to continue its study in the spring. The un-
folding of this new chapter in the history of
the famous Peaks will enrich greatly the story
which the Service will present there for the
benefit of vistors interested in history.

We drove along the newly graded Parkway
through the Mons vicinity late one evening just
after the story was given out and pictured a
"redman” on the very tip of Sharp Top, his arms
uplifted in worship of his ancient Sun God as
it sank amid the hills of Roanoke. We remem-
bered that in his day there would have been no
Bedford and no Roanoke, only virgin forest--a
vast hunting ground teeming with wild gzame.
For the moment that we thus let go of our im-
agination the past seemed not so distant, and
indeed there is a special something in the air
that hovers about the Peaks these days.

RANGERS TO CONFER

Cnce a y'ear we call all Rangers into Roanoke
for an exchange of ideas. The 1941 three-day

# # #

session will-takeplace January 15-17. A United
States Commissioner will talk tothem of law en-
forcement, Radio Engineer Hilgedick will explain
the complexities of short wave redio, foresters
will discusg five fighting and tree diseases,
ete. The Park Wardens also will attend.

ODDS AND ENDS

Bids were invited during the month for the
construction of astonefaced bridge to carry the
Parkway over VA C-600 just south of the James
River in Bedford County. We also learned that
the contract for the construction of the Bear
Wellow Gap Bridge went to . M. Francesca Com—
pany.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ kX *

Prices were asked for the repaving of 20
miles of Parkway between Sparta vicinity and
Boone which was the heart of the flood dama
during August last. This work will pmvide(
top ¢oating similar to that placed on the upper
North Carolina sections during the last year,

x X %X £ x %

It was found necessary to readvertise for
the grading of Section 1-E, Tye River Gap to
Irish Gap, above Buena Vista. New bids were re-
ceived at the office of the District Engineer
of thePublic Roads Administration in Washington
on January 9. )

x k &k Kk & %

While talking to a group of Parkway visi-
tors recently we were startled -by hearing one
lady remark that they had bsen most interested
in the cannon lined up at the rosdside., A f!
questions soon cleared up the matter and dis=
closed that a number of the contractor's wagon-
drill rigs had been mistaken for & battery of
small c¢annon,

Perhaps the fact that one of the ladies had
fled Paris just before the Germans took that city
made them a bit more gun shy than (thank heaven)
is yet necessary in our land,

1237us
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PARKWAY WOODLANDS IN 1960

One of the bright spots in the future, and
one we like to visualize, is the "look" that the
Parkway woodlands ocught to have after a score
® years has pessed. ©Each day of protection
som logging and from fire and the trees grow
more like the tall ones that the early settlers
found when they scouted for a wider apace be-
tween them tomake the first homestead clearing.

And each year the greater will be the dif-
ference fromthe picture along ordinary highways
through the Blue Ridge, for there the big woods
are fast disappearing. This is part of the old
seratch for a living, and we can't do much about
it. But we can along the Parkway where the first
purpose is to save this important part of what
we call the scenery. The biggest job is fire
prevention--and we must keep talking about it
even with some risk that we strain your good
will. Let it be said though that we are not
complaining for the record hasn't been too bad,
and we want only to enlist more of you for the

( ause.

The fire threat to the Parkway comes most
fromthe careless individual, whether tourist or
neighbor, and as more of the road levels out each
year we gather more of each. One lighted match
tossed away, a single cigarette butt stuck in a
dried stump, & smoldering camp fire left unat-
tended, or the brush pile burnt on the wrong
day--these are growing problems.

& few days agoa seemingly innocent pile of
brush was burned at the edge of a Parkway broom
sedge field. And the flames swept into the for-
ests beyond! The fire was out after 35 acres
were destroyed. How much cheaper if the brush
pile had beer placed in a nearby gully, thereby
retarding the wash, or at the very least, had a
fire line been scraped about the fire. The well-
meaning fellow admitted his fault and said he
didn't intend tostart the forest afire, but this
doesn't pay the 20 men who worked half a day to

put it out; it doesn't grow big trees, and we
probably won't bs so proud of this 3%  acres a
score of years from now.

e e ok o e ok Ok oK -

Distributed through the viecinity of the
Parkway with this issue of the "Newa™ ie & copy
of "Forest Fire Laws" for your State.

oo o o e ol o e S ok

LINVILLE SECTIONS TO BE SURFACED

Prices have boen asked by the Public Roads
Administration for paving 23 miles of the Park-
way between Grandfather Mountein end McKinney
Gap, and bids are due March 14 in Dietrict Engi-
neer H. J. Spelman's office in Weshington. The
engineers call for ahigh-type black top surfac-
ing in their plans similar to the second coat
now being laidon the sixty miles in North Caro-
line just below the Virginia State line.

This marks a departure from the "atage con-
gtruction” plen employed heretofore and by which
s preliminary and cheaper top was placed to be
followed later by a more final surface. The
change looks ahead to a poasible opening some-
time in 1942 of the Asheville to Roanoke 260-mile
unit-~-firet big objective of the comstruction
progrem. The "possible opening" is dependent
upon eppropriations which in turn are dependent
on a number of things; so we say this with bated
breath. Probebly funds on hand will allow an-
other surfacing contract to be let during this
year for additional mileege between Little Switz-
erland and Mt. Mitchell.

HIGH WINDS

The o1d man with the shaggy grey head did
more than his usual shere of blowing during the
week of February 17, and the Parkway suffsred.
Many fine old trees were twisted and broken in
the three-day gale. We spent a few slesepless



nights in- Roancke at 1,000 feet, but wWinter
really rattled his teeth in the high placeas. In
the Mt. Mitchell area, at 4,700 feet, the wind
blew for long periods &t near hurricane speed.
Damage to trees was greater through this region.
Fortunately there wes no ice storm with it,

WHAT WE QFFER IN 1941

The descriptive pamphlets for 1941 are on
the press and will scon go ocut to the traveler.
There isn't much change in the story this time,
but there are some new pictures and a new chart
of mileage between important eastern cities and
various points on the Parkway. The order seemed
big to us, but from the requests we wonder if
big enough. Travel bureaus, chambers of com-
merce, hotels, and tourist places should check
to see that they are on the malling list. The
Rangers will help.

COLORADO FIRM LOW BIDDER (N CHEROKEE SECTICN

Lowdermilk Brothers of Denver, Colorado,
were low bidders for the work of grading Section
2-Y of the Parkway between Soco and Big Witch
Gaps through the Cherokee Indian Reservation.
754,000 cubic yards of mountainside must be
moved, 3 tunnele built, and the base course of
crushed stone laid on the 5,89 miles of Parkway,
adding up to one of the heaviest grading jobs we
have yet tackled. .

GAME CONSERVATION SHOWS EFFECT

~iA hint of the results that we may expect
from ' the game conservation program comes from
the Bluff Park. . Due to the growing raccoon pop-
ulation within- that area, these animals have
been moving out across the boundary and into the
neighboring hollows. This we have from those
who live neardy, and theysay, "This year is the
best coon hunting that's been seen for six or
eight years hereabouts." Moreover, we are told
that this much enthusiasm for the "season”
doesn't hold eslsewhere.

From our viewpoint on the park side of the
fence we are still partial to the wily coon who
stays put and out of range of the dog and shot-
gun. But the "effect" of the conservation pro-
gram as shown oy this story should please the
hunter as much as it doee us. .

PARKWAY RADTO NEWS C

Work was completed shead of schedule on the

" radio tower on Mill Mountain at Roanoke, and

since mid-February we have been on the air with
Rocky Knob and Bluff Parks as Station W3EL ({Blue
Ridge Parkway network). The strangeness is al-
ready wearing off, and we are talking between
parks and ranger patrol cars as casually as old-
timers over a fence. The radio is a big kelp,-
we find, towardaquick handling of Parkway busi-
ness,

134553
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SCENIC EASEMENTS
YOUR RIGHTS AND OURS

This subject keeps comingup along the line
which is to be expected we suppose, because of
the nature of the thing itself. As one farmer
puts it, "I own the land and I don't"; and we
--have . to admit that he is right except that hLe

ikes it sound worse than needs be.

If we could have our way we'd sit down and
talk it out with each of you over the cracker
barrel, and we still feel that your questions
are best answered by the Ranger in your terri-
tory who will be glad to do just that. But since
we keep getting requests fora storyonit in the
"News", once again we sharpen our pencil with
some hope that we can make it clearer than before.

The general idea behind the scenic easement
is simple enough. It allows the farmer to use
the land for farming and it prevents his using
it for cther business., The reason behind it from
our point of view is that we want the farms as
part of the picture and we do not want factories
or hot dog stands or billboards. It means that
the land has been earmarked for farm use. This
is like town zoning, which guarantses to a man
who has just built a home that a factorywill not

3 built on the next lot.

From the State's point of view in buying the
Parkway right-of-way itwas chesper inmost cases
than it would have been to buy the same land out-
right,

Some see it differently, but we have always
believed the scenic easement had good points for
the landowner too. It meant that he could con-
tinue to farm just about as he always had, and
often meant the difference between leaving encugh
land to make a farm unit or buying the whole
plece cutright.

The thing which keeps bothering the land-
owner about the easement is the question of his
rights on his land, and it is important to re-
member that as far as farming and crops are
concerned the land is still his, When the States
of Virginia and North Carolina bought the scenic
easements they bought for us certain definite
rights and they are clearly stated in the deed.
All of them are for the purpose of preventing un-
sightly development within view of the Parkway

motor road. Taking each oneof these agreements
in turn, we have this to say:

' The easement states that no building, pole
lines, or structures shall be erected on such
land without the approval of the Government. This

. prevents the landowner from bullding a hot dog

shanty, a gasoline station, or any building in-
tended for a new use or a new sort of business..
We realize that when thereare farm buildings sl-
ready on the land they must be repaired from time
to time, and we expect that such work will be done
upon them. If such workis inthe nature of ordi-
nary repair and maintenance, it is not necessary
to obtain permission fromusor from the Hanger.
If, however, the landowner wants to rebuild or
add to the sizeof an existing building, he should
talk to the Ranger about it. Unlesswe fesl that
your plans will result in a building which 1s un-
sightly from the Parkway, you will find that the
Ranger will seldom object. While the scenic ease-
ment intends that any new farm buildings should
be built elsewhere on the farm than on the land
covered by the scenic easement, we can see that
a farmer may often have a good reason fordesiring
to put a farm building on the easement land, and
there is no reason that this cannot be teken up
with the Ranger. If such a new farm building
wonld not be unsightly from the Parkway, we would
no doubt permit its construction. If, on the
other hand, the building would blank out & view
that we would like to keep open for the tourist,
we would have the right to refuse and you would
have to build elsewhere. '

With reference to plant material the ease-~
ment reads that “No tree, plent, or shrub shall
be removed or destroyed on such lands.”™ This re-
fers to the fully grown trees and shrubs which we
feel are important toc the scenery, particularly
those shrubs snd vines slong fences which will
provide food and protection for birds (which
assist in deastroying insects). We do not intend
to stop the cwper from trimming orchard or fruit
treea or from removing diseased trees or from set-
ting out new trees, plants, shrubbery, or crops.
We also realize that it 1s only good farming to
cut certain weed trees snd seedlings that crop up
from year to year in paatures, aand we would ex-
pect that the landowner would do this genersal
work as he has always done.

(over)



When it comes to the pilingof ashes, trash,
sawdust, and the like upon the scenic. easement
lands, you can readily -see that we had in mind
keeping the picture as neat and clean as possi-
ble, and we would expect full co-operation from
the landowner inthis, Likewise for reasons that
youwill also understand, we donot expect to make
ény exceéptions to the c¢lause with regard tosigns,
billboards, and advertisements which would take
away from the beauty of the mountain picture along
the Parkway. ’

All in all, the scenic easement seems tous
to be a very reasonable agreement and like most
agreements, it can workwell if both parties enter
into the spirit of the general idea. On the other
hand, agreements seldom work if all the "agreeing"
has to come from one of the parties and none from
the other. In anumber of ceses the States paid
the people*s good money to buy the scenic ease-
ments for the Parkway, and both your rights and
our rights under the easement are fully protected
by law. We don't expect that it is going to be
necessary to take any landowners into court on the
Bcenie easement problem. We haven't thus farhad
a single case and we think the good record can
continue as long as all concerned will continue
to work together.

FIXING FENCES

We chatted the other day with a dairy farmer
who was headed back to his native State of Vermont
after a trip through the South. He hed to get
back, he said, tolet his cowsout now that spring
was on the way, and that meant a week or two of
mending fences. The herd is bedded down in the
barns in the fall, he said, and they don't get out
except occasicnally in the barnyard because of
the c¢old New England winter. He was much sur-
prised to see the cattle abroadin pastures in the
South.
' He reminded us of the custom that's grown up
around the spring mending of the stone fences that
abound inhis part of the country. The walls are
loosely laid up and when the last smow melts away,
they're prettymuch full of gaps. The frost heaves
some of them, they say, and the fox and deer roll
other stone aside jumping fences on winter forays
for food, Anywsy, it is a sizable chore of
patching, and on a given day the farmer meets hia
neighborat a familiar corner and they start off
down the boundary fences - each man putting back
.~ the stone which have fallen to his side. Makes a
great chance to talk over the svents of a long
winterand it must make for good neighbors, as the
writer, Mr. Hobert Frost, comments on the subject.

Coming back to the Blue Ridge, we have to de-
pend pretty much on you to keep the fences up.
Stray livestock on the road are dangerous to them-
gelves and to the motorist. The cattledono good
to the Parkway lands. We have had the best co-
operation inmost cases but there are still a few
farmers along the Parkway who are holding off with
their fencing longer thanwe think is right. It
must be remembered that the Statesof Virginia and

North Carolina allowed special money for rebuild-
ing fepces when they settled for the land. For
our part, the Rangers are ready at any time to
help locate boundaries whers you are in doubt.

Wbilewe are still astreddle of the fences we
want to state our liking for the split rails which
we think ars a partofthe "picture™ in the moun-
tains. Any number of visitors from other parts
have talked about the snake fences and the post and
rail,” and some of them say they have never seen
such picturesque fences before. So whenever you
can, use what rails you have to fence along the
Parkway side of your fields so that the city folks
may have an eyeful of their beauty.

QDDS AND ENDS

The contractor started work on Bearwallow Gap
Overpass near Buchanan, Va., and on another small
overpass near the James River.

FakxkkREREK R Rk

Bids have been asked for a small overpass at
Bobbletts Gap, north of Roanoke, Va. (

Tk kk ok kkk kR

W. W. Tuek & Sons, Virgilina, Va., was low
bidder for grading  the 4.25 miles immediately
south of Route 60, near Buena Vista, Va.

ERRRRRER R Rk kk

The American Asphalt Products Company of
Washington, D. C., was low bidder among those whd
quoted prices for paving of the Parkway betwsen
Grandmother and Gillespie Gaps in North Carolina,
Bids were received on March 14 by the Public Roads
office and work is expected to go forward as soon
as weather opens in spring.

T P T PPN

Grading has started on Section 2-Y at Soco
Gap through the Cherokee Indian lands.

et LI I EL 213 1]

By the time this reaches the press all con(-""""
tractors should have resumed work.

EEXRKEERERRKEERE

Robert Green, stonemason on the Rockfish
Gap bridge above Waynesboro, Virginia, has been
much impressed by the efforts of the architects
to obtain a rough or "rubble™ type of stone ma-
sonry rather than the dressed up stonework style
used on the town post offjice. Green.commented
that "Dressed masonry in the mountains was like
puttinga shinynew bureau in a stable for a feed
box."™ We think that says it.

RR AL RRRRE S

We'vehad some queries from readersas to the
whereabouts of their copy of the February isaue of
the "News,"™ There was nc February issue, which
harkens back to the.right we reserved, you will
remember, to publish from "time to time.”™ ’

14097k
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PLEASE LEAVE THE FLOWERS FOR OTHERS TO
ENJOY

Each flowsr season we are more impressed
with the number of comments we have from Parkway

("1.31‘;0:' expressing their joy with the beauty

. the vivid displays of the azalea, rhododendron,
laurel, and all the other flowers that make of

loveliness. One lady wrote ua from New York that
after two weeks back at home she could hardly
remember the beauty of the big mountain views
for the loveliness of the flowers which she said
impressed her even more.

We people who are in the park business will
never understand, we guess, why it is that some
visitors will be so thoughtless of the pleasure
of others as to pull up or break off flowers
along the roadside for their own small purposes.
We realize that most visitors who enjoy the
flowers must be tempted with the desire to pick

for themselves a "bouguet”™ of such bloom, but

fortunstely the big majority have too much sense
of good citizenship and the rights of others to
More and more we become impatient with
And the most discour-
aging part of it all is that none of the mountain
flowers when thrown into the back seat of an
automobile will laet until they are back home

wilt quickly and are thrown out somewhere along
the roadside.
We wonder whether we can rely on the signs
which we have posted "PLEASE DO NOT PICK THE
FLOWERS THAT OTHERS MAY ENJOY THEM". We still
prefer to be this courteous, We don't want to
replace the legend on the asign with one which
would read "FLOWER PICKING FORBIDDEN - FINE $500
OR IMPRISONMENT FOR SIX MONTHS - OR BOTH". Such
a 8ign just doesn’t seem toue to be in the spirit
of the Parkway. People are ocut there for enjoy=-
ment and refreshment, to get away from the "do
this™ and "don't do that™ rules and regulations
that govern our lives in the work-a-day world.
It has been & long and drawn out campaign
not only on the Parkway but in all the National

the Blue Ridgea slowly unfolding dramaof spring

in the vase=--no, most of the flowers plcked will

Parks and the State parks and along the State
highwaya. Not to sound too pessimistic, we do
think we ses a rayof improvement, and we do in-
tend at l1east one more year to stand by with our
aign which begins "Please™.

Folks along the Parkway who have lived with
the mountain flowers snd who are justly proud of
them have been a arest bhelp to us in preventing
the outside visitor from damaging the Parkway
ahow spots. All the Parkway Rangers have re-
ported incidenta where our neighbors have stopped
vandalism. This we see as our best means of con-
trol. All our worries would be over if the 99%
of all the Parkway visitors who are lawm abiding
would help to see that the other 1% are reminded
gently at first, firmly if necessary.

CUMBERLAND ENOB VERSUS BLUFF PARK

It is sirange but true that we are worried
about the popularityof the Cumberland Enob Park.
There is parking space, including that within
the picnic areas, for about 100 sutomobiles. On
Saturdays and Sundays there have. been several
times that number of cars in the pserk. Cars
along the entrance road and cars in a long line
out on the Parkway. Plcnic tables, trails, and
other facilities have, of course, been ovsrermlded
in the same degree.

Here are some of the reasons that we shake
our heads about this overuse of this small park
near the State lins:

1. Automobiles parked along the entrance
roads andon the Parkway are dangerous to through
traffie. '

2. Any park which isovercrowded scon gets
that "motheaten™ look. GCrass and shrubbery are
trampled. Folke cut new paths because those
which wers provided are crowded. In time parks
that are overused lose their beauty..

The first remedy one thinks of when a park
is overcrowded is to build more park, and we do
have in mind extending the parking facilities
at Cumberland KEnob. However, as those familiar
with the area know, we cannot go far in any di-
rection without fallingoff the mountain, and so



the capacity of Cumberland Knob camnot be much
increased. The only other thing we can do is
turn folks away when the park becomes filled.
Warden Carico has beem asked to direct visitors
to the Bluff Park 20 odd miles to the south where
many more people can be accommodated without
overcrowding. We take thia "inhospitable” posi-
. tion of closing the gate believing that you would
have ns protect the park from such overuse as
would lead to destruction of its beauty, and be-
lieving that nearby folks will work with us.

Once agazin we would like to suggest that
Cumberland Knob is at its best during weekdays
when its facilities are not overtaxed.
any weekday you may have your own corner of the
picnic area. The latch string is always out at
Bluff.

A CITIZEN'S PARKWAY GROUP

Governor Broughton has recently announced

ths membership of a Blue Ridge Parkway Commission
of North Carolina. The citizen's group by au-
thority of the General Assembly will co-operate
" with the Federal Government and represent the
interests of the near-the-Parkway counties in
problems of joint concern. It has always been
our belief that the success of any publie im-
provement may be measured directly by the sup-
port which is givenit by the individual citizeéen
and by groups of citizens who meke it a special
point to be posted about itas progress. This new
group should add muchto the efforts of Chambers
of Commerce, civie clubs, andother groups which
have been co-operating with 80 fine a sense of
disinterestedness and public spirit. Notably ac-
tive during recent years is the Virginia Citi-
zen's Parkway Committee which derived its author-
ity from the various Chambers of Commerce. The
Virginia Committee is composed of:
C. B. Short, Chairman, Roanoke; Powell Glass,
Lynehburg; R. D. Ramsey, Secretary, Lynchburg;
J. Calloway Brown, Bedford: J. R. Goodwin, Am-
herat; Frank C. Wiley, Salem.

The Commission recently appointed by Gov-
ernor Broughton is as follows:
Monroe Redden, Temporary Chairman, Hendersonville
Wilkés County - T, E. Story, J. B. MeCoy, and
Dr. H. B. Smith
Caldwell County - Mark Goforth, F. L. Townsend,
and R. L. Gwyn
Alleghany County - Fugene Transou, W. D. Edwards,
and ¥. F. Osborne
HcDowell County - L. J. P. Cutlar, J. C. Rabb,
and Willism W. Neal, Jr.
Burke County - A. B. Stoney, W. L.
Frank 3. Thompeon
Watauga County - Gordon H. Winkler, Sam Horton,
and Lyles Harris
Jackson County - Dan K. Moore,
and T. Walter Ashe

Davis, and

Dan Thompkins,

On almost.

Swain County — McKinley Edwards, W. E. Elmore,
and Frank Hyatt ’ -

Avery County - J. V. Bowers, J. F. Hampton, and
J. P. Dellinger .

Polk County - Jack Arledge, Charles J. "Lynch,
and George A. Cathey ‘
Buncombe County - James 8, Howell, Hubert C.
Jarvis, and Jack Enwright.,

Ashe County - Judge H. C. Tucker, Lem Hafer, and

- L. P. Colveid

Nitchell County - C. A, Petersom, W. F. Hughes,
and B. C. Burgess

Yancey County -Dover R. Fouts, G. Leelie Hensl ey,
and R. N. Silver

Haywood County - Glenn Palmer, Arthur Osborns,
and J. C, Lynn

Henderson County - L. L., Burgin, Harry Buchanan,
and M. M. Redden

Surry County - Dr. Moir S. Martin, Truman N.
Weodruff, and Henry C. Dobson -

Hadison County - Guy V. Roberts, Philip Elam
and Dr. J. H. Hutchins. - (

MONEY TO BURN?

The fire season just passed was the most
severe single season experienced since the in-
ception.of the Parkway. Drought combined with
human carelessness caused 14 of the Parkway's
16 fires. .

To control this waste the big problem is
educating the carelese smokeror indifferent de-
bris burner. This spring we found it necessary.
to take some folks tc the law courts where gross
neglect in debris burning was clearly the cause
of a costly fire. This action was taken with
the thought of protecting for you and others the
beauty of the Blue Ridge. We didn't enjoy the
court scenes any more than they did. .

Records from the epring fires show that ‘2,850
acres, or about four and a half square miles { -
mountain land wes burned adjacent to or upon t‘ha N
Parkway. Inthe putting out of these fires 9,428E
man-hours of Labor were spent which would amount
%0 1,200 men working one full eight-hour day.
The costs to the Park Service alone through its
CCC and ERA and Ranger staff totaled about $2,575.
This might properly be termed "money %o burn'.

Next fall let us make an all out effort to
cut the record of this spring. Hal fway efforts
are not good enough. Your Ranger will be glad
to help you should you have problems about debris
burning, ' .

ODDS AND ENDS
David Vecellio of Roanoke, Virginia, was the
low bidder on the 1-E viaduet near Montebello, *

Virginia, bids being received on May 22.
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. J. M. Frencesca, Fayetteville, West Virginia,
was low bidder on the grade separation structure
at Bobbletts Gap near Buchanan.

e e e o e o ok ok

Construction of two new utility areas by the
CCC was started, one in Virginia near the James
River, the other in North Carolina st Gillespie
Gap near Spruce Pine. From these points 60 miles
of Parkway and nearby recreation areas will be
maintained and operated. The utility areas are
gsimilar to those now: in use at Rocky Knob and
Bluff Parks, Buildings are of cinderblock con-
struction and will provide storage space for
trucks and supplies, & repair shop, and a fire
house,

TR

Construction of a Trail lodze by CCC has

( sarted at Rocky Knob Park and is progresasing

~rapidly. This will consist of cabins for over-
night or weekend use by groups of young people

L C

such as Boy Scouts and Campfire Clubs. No charge
will be made, but permits must be obtained from
the Parkway Superintendent and groups must be
supervised by an adult. More of this another
time.

ARk ok kk

On June 19, bids will be received by the
Public Roads Administration office in Washington
for grading, draining, the construction of two
tunnels, and other work on Section 1-G,

TRk REXERER

We have heard complaints from some of our
visitors to the Rocky Knob picnic area about the
lack of water supply, and we understand it. Last
fall in the "News" we forecast that. the water
system would be ready for use this spring, and
we have not as yet fulfilled our promise, We
think it quite safe to say now that water should
be running from the taps by mid-July.
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AND NOW QUR STORY'S BEGUN

if we had to put our finger on the one thing
that impresses us most about the Farkway visi-

C’ rg, it would be the number of questiouns they

:. Talktoa group of them and you find your-
self between a cross fire of ™What mountain is
this?", "What flower is that?",
what, when, how, and why of a number of things.
This we like, of course, because it shows that
they are interested, and we intend to give as
many of the answers as we can at the spot where
the questions are most often asked--this by the
relatively simple measns of informational signs.

In the Bluff Park a group of CCC boys have
been working on special signs snd markera for
the Roanoke to Blowing Rock sections of the Park-
way, and many of the markers are in place. This
first bateh are "place namee”. One has been
erected in each perking overlook as "Fine Spur"®,
"Devil's Garden", and the message will carry
the height above sea level of the parking area

41 as well the elevations of eny important peaks
+the view.

Another set of answera ready for the tour-
ists are milspost markers. One has been placed
on the Farkway near the entrance to sach of the
recreational parka--Smart View, Rocky Knob,
Cumberland Knob, and Bluff. The posts are four-
teen feet high. On the face toward southbound
traffic is the mileage to the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park, and on the northbound side
the distance to Shenandcah National Park. The
two parks are, of course, the terminal points
of the Parkway when completed, and the idea was
borrowed from the railroad depot where you'll
remember the traveler is told by a similar sign
which way which track goes and how far.

Hanging from a crossarm of our milepost is
a carving of the Farkway emblem, the one which
appears in the masthead of this paper.

and the where, -

So much for the beginning of our story
about the Blue Ridge. There is much more to the
tale, snd there are wayswe have in mind for the
telling of it--lectures, campfires,. historic
markers, restoration of old buildings--but ome
chapter at a time,

AGRICULTURAL LAND LEASING

From time to time in stories about the
rental of Parkway lands for farming we have
said that we are aiming for a lomng-term plan-
ning which would enable the farmer to look far
ahead toward the use of Fariway lands. Thus
far, as all of you know, we have been somewhat
on a temporary year-to-year basis while we have
been pushing the landscape program and the re-
conditioning of Parkway lands. In this article
we want to report that the land use study is
now making good progress and to explain briefly
the purpose of it. In other articles we will
go into more details about use of our lends for
grazing, hay, crop rotation, clean culiivated
crop3, small grains, orchards, ete,

What is now in progress is only a classifi-
cation of our lands (we wish we could find a
shorter way of sexpreesing it). First we study
the land and try to judge the type of use which
is fitted to a given piece and which would make
an attractive picture from the Farkway at the
same time. We must find a use that will be rea—
sonably profitable for the farmer who is near
enoughto work it. We must also find a use that
would keep the land  in good shape for time to
come. At the same time we must conaider the agri-
cultural methods that would be suitable; that is,
the type of tillage, amount of lime needed, type
of fertilizer and how imuch; how many heads of
cattle can graze the piece without eating the
grass roots, etc, After this we can figure the
fair fee, taking into account the fact that the
farmer who leases the land has to make a reason-
able profit,



In making these studieswe have in mind the
ways of farming that have become good practice
in the lccality. These are the ways that are
recommended by your County Agent and are being
used by successful farmers. We want to make it
clear that the-successful farmer to us is not
the man who tries to get out of the land all hs
can without thinking of the future of the land
itself, We think that the good farmer is first
of all a good friend of the land, who makes a
living without working the land to death. We
must think of these things because it is our
job te think of the picture of the Parkway in
the future as it will appear to the long line
of visitors who will come to enjoy its beauty,
. A8 we have said many times before, we want them
tc keep a picture of well-kept farm lands along
the way. Run-down fields and thin pastures are
not a beantiful picture, We want the farmer
who will take pride in handaome cattle and tall
hay, and who would use the Parkway land with as
much pride as he would if he owned it himself,

We now have authority to lease the Parkway
lands that are suitable for farming for a period
of time as long as five years, which will make
it possible for a farmer to get the full benefit
from any land improvement work that he does. At
the end of any lease period and providing both
parties are satisfied, we would have a right to
renew the contract.

In the land classification study we are
following through one section of the Parkway at
a time, As landscape work nears completion we
go over all our lands that we think might now or
later be leased. Some fields, as we have men-
tioned before, are atill in use for hay mulch
which we need in our work., Some other parcels
we wish to improve before we offer them for
lease., The Rangers will keep you informed when
we are ready to rent any given piece of land,
and we hope that many leases can be arranged well
before you get to planning your next ysar's crops.

CONVERSATION ON THE AFFATACHIAN TRATL

Not long ago we met a Mr, S, W. Edwards of
Silver Spring, Maryland, near Sweet Annie Hollow
on the Appalachian Trail, He was on his way to
Bent Mountain for the night, having covered from
Graysville to that point on the day we met him.
On the previous day he said he had walked from
Tuggle Gap to Vesta together with his wife and
fifteen-year-old son. Mr. Edwards was carrying
a Bergan's "Swede™ pack and he wore Russel Boots,
which was a good indication to us that he is no
tenderfoot hiker. He told us of his trips over
other sections of the Trail which parallel the
Blue Ridge Parkway or perhaps we should say,

1

other sections where the FParkway parallels the
Trail since the famous walk-way was in place
long before we came along. At Thanksgiving time
Mr. Edwards covered that portion of the Trail
between Cloverdale and Bent Mountain, and dur-
ing the Christmas recess he walked from Rockfish
Gap near Waynesboro south to Black Horse Cap
just above Roancke. He had some nice things to
say about our part of the country, and compli-
ments to the mountain scenery from one who has
walked the Trail really do mean acmething.

In all, Mr. Edwards and his family have
covered 1,400 miles of the AppalachianTrail dur-

_ing the past four years, and he has yet to cover

only those portions of the Trail in Vermont and
Georgia.

Incidentally, we expect a visit in the near
future from Appalachian Trail Club President,
Myron Avery, who has worked closely with us (
with the 1, S, Forest Service .in the relocatik -
of certain sections of the Trail made necessary
by the Parkway construction. We have in mind
asking Mr. Avery to play guest editor for a story
about the Trail in a Ffuture igsue of the NEWS.
He is a fountain of enthusiasm where the Trail
is concerned and no one could better describe the
pleasures of the close contact with nature in
the mountains which the Trail affords to ths
hiker,

Last year Farkway CCC Camps completed re-
location of the Trail asouth of 2Rcanoke from
Adney Gaptothe State line in co-operation with
the Hoancke Trail Club, and more recently mark-
ers have been placed along the Parkway at all
Appalachian Trail crosesings.

RANGER SENTER [;;
ON SOUTH VIRGINIA SECTIONS

The NEWS has not s¢ far introduced to you
the new Ranger on the south Virginia seections.
He iz an ¢ld Hanger rather than a new one so far
as experience in the National Parks is concerned.
He is Oren P. Senter and comes tous from Boulder
Dam out of the southwest desert country where
every coyote comes to heel at his whistle, Get
him aside around your campfire and he'll tell
you a tale or two. The Senters were first from
the Eastern States, however, so they say they
are back home here in the Blue Ridge. Ranger
Senter hss the job left vacant by Ted Barnett.

ELBOW ROOM - IN THE FICNIC AREAS
Last issues of the NEWS we pointed to the

heavy use of Cumberland Knch Park and as courte-
ously as we could we attempted to Mchase you



— f-- e — — el mm—— —
a

away" to other less-crowded parks for your pic-
nics. Reportskeep coming in, however, that this
smallest of all of our areas tallies from 1,200
to 1,500 visitors oa Saturday and Sunday alone,
or twice what the facilities can taks care of
properly. Here we are back again with another
plea.

The hardest use these parks get is from the
large organized pienics--Sunday School, church,
and club groups, The Fark Wardens tell us that
large family gatherings often number from 20 to
100 persons, These groups are just the sort of
people we want to use the Parkway, and we intend
to take care of them, but they require space and
longer tables and bigger fireplaces., For just
this purpose we are building what we ¢all "group-
size picnic facilities™ at allof the Farks. At
Smart, Rocky Knob, Cumberland, and Bluff Parks
these are ready for your use. BEach is located
ght next tc a playfield with teeter totters
and swings for the kiddies, and near each is an
open field developed for soft ball games and
horse shoes. (Hegulation baseball is forbidden
as dangerous to others in the park.) The tables
at these areas will seat large groups. We have
other portable type tables we can move in from
the maintenance yards when there is a big day
and several gatherings at one time. To take
care of your group in good shape we require only
one thing of you and that is edvence nofice of
when you are coming and in what numbers. A word

to the Park Warden or the Ranger or a note to
headquarters, address as above, and we'll take
care of you. Without notice we can’t be sure.

NEW FICNIC AREA AT FINB SFR

A number have asked questionsabout the con-
struction near Fine Spur, and checking up on our
past issues we find that the NEWS has neglected
this new picnic area--closest of all to Roancke
from whence comes many a picnicker each week end.
The work has been under way as part of the W.P.A.
program since late fall, The park was 75% com-
plete as of July 1, which closed out our fiscal
construction period. Faving of the roads and park-
ing areas and constructicon of water supply and
sewage aystem remainto be accomplished and will
be set up if we have funds this summer. The
area will be put in use by next spring. Mean-
while, we have barricades at the entrance and
ask that you spread your lunches at OSmart View
which is all in readiness twelve miles south on
the Farkway.

- GOOD RECORD FOR THE PARKWAY VISITOR

We rap the top of our wooden desk as we
write this so as not to slight Dame Fortune. '
There HKHave been no serious accidents anywhere
on the Parkway since the opening of the tourist
seasonon April 15. So¢ gocd a record should not
go unsung and we sing. Should it hold throush
the year, you mdy be sure we'd lift the chorus.

15898
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LITTLE RAIN FALLING LEAVES FIRE DANGER

A1l signs point tocabad fire season., Last
year's open winter was followed by a rather dry
' ring and a drier summer, and the result has
AS -en a five-inch deficiency in rainfall at. this
writing, To combat this danger we are seeking
your help cnce again for the sake of the Blue
Ridge forest, and we especially need your help
in keeping the watch, since nine ocut of every
ten fires on the Parkway have been man-caused
as shown by the none too gcod record of the
past,

For four yearswe have kept a complete check
onall fires which burned on or near ths Parkway,
and we learned that one in every three is caused
by a smoker, one inevery four starts from debris
burning, and. cne in every ten resulis from a
campfire. The rest are started on purpoga. Many
of the large fires during the fall of the year
have been traced to a careless sportsman who
hardly graces the title of sportsman. Hunting

- of course, not pe-mitted on the Farkway lands,
\_ 4t cne—third of all our troubles at this season
of the year gpresd from a warming fire onto the
Parkway right-of-way. During this period of Na-
tional Emergency or any peried, sporismen should
set a good example in being careful of our na-
tional resources, and especially the sporisman,
last year's fall fire peason was about normal
and onlya little more than one-third of all the
fires for the year occurrad during October, No-
.vember, and December. This fall, unless we get
a change of waather, is abnormal, and a0 we feel
that the record now being written will not be as
‘favorabls unless we get full cooperation from
everyone., Everyone can be helpful if he or she
will spread the gospel of fire prevention. ihen
smoking do not flip your lighted match or to-
hacco. When hunting, dress warmly enough that
you don't nead a warming fire, and if you do be
sure it is out before you leave 1t. Whenever
you are in the woods or in the fields be careful
with fire.

" work on the Blue Ridge Parkway.

. the group.

CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE CAMP MOVES IN
TO WORK CON PARKWAY

A group of about 70 young men- of various
religious faiths who conscientiocusly cbject to
bearing arms againet their fellow men made camp
early in September in an abandcned group of CCC
buildings near Buck Creek Gap and are now at
The men were
assigned to the work camps by their Local Draft
Boards and will be supervised by the Friends
Service Committee of the Quaker Church, but a
number of religious faiths are represented in
The expense of maintaining the young
men in ecamp will be paid either by themselveas,
their families, or their churches, and none of
the cost will be borne by the National Fark
Service which will, however, technically super-
vise the work programs.

While in camp the men will work eight hours
daily on the Parkway in erosion contrel, land-
scaping, forest fire protection, comstruction
of maintenance buildings, and in' developing the
Crabtree Meadow Park southof Little Switzerland.

From our observations to date we have in
this encampment a group of hard-working young
men, and we expect they will do much to forward
completion of the Parkway in the mid-Nerth Caro-
lina sections. The need for development of pic-
nicking and camping grounds to round out the
uveefulness of this part of the Farkway is one eof
our moet presasing needs, Likewise the landscape
planting and seeding of the heavy cuts and fills
which were required to lavel a reoad through these
rugged mountains will go a long way toward re-
ducing cost to the United States for maintenance
of the scenic roadbed. Nomhere, we think, could
such a camp be employed to a more useful purpose
than in this region of the Parkway.

ARRANGEMENTS BEING COMPLETED FOR LANDSCAFING
AND' FARK DEVELOPMENT BY W.P.A.

We have spent a restless summer aince the
Fmergency Relief Act, programs shut downon July 1

{over)



when the funds expired from which thay were .aat
up. Our "champing at the bit"™ has been caused
by sseing all this good work weather go by dur-
ing the summer without the progress we had hoped
for in furthering the landscaping of the Fark-
way and the conatruction of recreatiomal facil-
ities in the wayside parks along the route., These
programs, togetherwith the CCC, have been largely

responsible for the Smart View, and Rocky Knob

Parks in Virginia, and for the Cumberland Knob

and Bluff Parks in North Carolina, the worth of

which is pretty well shown by the record of at-
tendance at- all of them during the past ysar.
Every one of them operated to full capacity dur-
ing weekends in the tourist season, and we sel-
dom drove into a picnic area on week days when
the facilities weren't being used and enjoyed.
This park development work and the Farkway land-
scaping were supervised up until July 31 by our
own organization, with the workmen being pro-
vided by WFA and paid from ERA funds under a
kind of special arrangement for work in Federal
- areas, With the project we lost a number of
well trained construction and development men.

During recent weeks we have been working
closely with the WPA District Offices in Winston-
Salem and Asheville, North Caroplina, and in Roa-
noke, Virginia, to work out a new program which
we will sponsor through State WPA administirators
to carry the same sort of work forward. We feal
a lot better now that we can report that our
applications have been favorably recaived. Be-
fore this paper goea to press we hope that 515
men will be at work again cn the Farkway in the
following areas: Asheville, Bluff Park,and Rocky
Knob Fark. )

The work will be planned and sponsored by
this Service, but will be carried out by the WPA,

NO BIDS ON PARKWAY LINK TO MITCHELL

We watched with a great deal of Interest
while the North Carolina State Highway and Public
Works Commission requested bids . for the com-
struction of a spur road from the Parkway to

Mt. Mitchell. While a part of us was disap-
pointed that nobids wers received, another part.
of 'us realized that important as the Parkway
work geems to us, it should not be allowed to
interfere with important defense work., No doubt
the failure' of - the Commissicn to receive bids
may be traced directly or indirectly to the ef-
fort the Nation's industrial machinery is put-
ting out for the ~saks of defense, Since then
we have had a number of our interested friends
ask us whether or not this incident would indi-
cate that FParkway construction may alow down.
Our opinion amountsto little more than a guess,
but it 1is our guess that the defense work will
and should come first.. Whatever may be done
toward advancing the Parkway comstruction with-
out taking men and materials and equipment other-
wise needed will doubtless have general support.
The spesd at.which the Parkway work is advanced
will be geared accordingly.

CRABTREE MEADOWS PARK (

We have been impressed, but not surprised
with the popularity of the unfinished Farkway
between Linville and Mt. Mitchell during the
past tourist season. This area has some of the
most dramatic scenery in our entire 500-mile
route and that, of course, is why we say we are
not surprised at traffic counts whichhave mounted
into the hundred thousands. Our attention has
been called by any number of visitors to the
need for wayside parks along the lines of the
picnicking and camping areas which have been so
heavily used in the sections between Roancke and
Boone. As we have said before, plans do call
for the Huilding of these waysides along all of
the Parkway route at intervals of thirty to sixty
miles. We lmow that the people local to the
Linville-Mitchell sect ion will be glad to learn
that work will soon be setarted on the Crath
Meadows Fark midway between Little Switzerl
and Buck Creek Gap. So are we glad.

Another time whenthe danger of forest fire
requires less space in the Bulletin, we'll give
the story of Crabtree more of the room it jJeserves.

*
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WE PAINT THE llIDDLE OF THE ROAD

Early in the month workmen and a special
machine started south from Adney Gap palnting a
center-of-the-road-stripe on the Parkway. A 4-
ineh wids band will be dashed where there is

passing distance and solid where it is dangerous ’

for a motorist o overtake a car moving in the
same direction. All of the 140 miles of Parkway
from the present northerly entrance near Roznoke
to Deep Gap near Boone inNorth Carolina will be
marked. The pavement asouth from Grendfather
Mountain to near Gillespie Gap Bt Little Switer-
iand will also get its stripe.

Center marking will not only show where it
is advisable to do your "passing” but it will
help to keep the middle-of-the-rcad driver on
hAts side., But most important we think is the
value the center line will have -when the fog
clouds hang low on the Parkway mountains. The
motorist can now set his Parkway course by the
center stripe and kmow that he is headed for
port just as the meriner on the sea puts hie
faith on the ship's needle.- o

~ The machine which does the striping is

patterned after those used by the Virginia High-
way Department who helped us a great deal with
our rigging., The outfit is Parkway owned and

‘is available to various other national parks in

the Eaet for thelr work.

NO MORE FIREWOOD

As clean-up of Parkway woodlands goes shead
this winter we will again be stock piling acer-
tain amount of cordwood as & by=-product of the
mork. Unfortunately, however, <the supply of
wood thus accumulated 1e sufficient to supply
only the visitors' needs in the picnic areas and
campgrounds, and none will be available for dis-

_tribution elsewhere.

NEARLY A MILLION PERSONS USED PARKWAY
OVER TWELVE MONTHS

According to our estimates, about 965,000
persons visited the Blus Ridge Parkwey during

|__-._ .

1441, and of this %total about 517, 000 in 161 911
cars traveled the 1l40~-mile paved section of park-
way between Roanoke and Boone. Our figures were
based upon periodie counts of ca.rs entering from
importent state highways. The census covers the

. twelve montha period ending September 30, and

the figures- for the 1941 tourist year show ap-
proximetely a- 30% increase over the 750,000
visitors estimated in 1940. Our findings would
indicete that there wes about the same propor-
tion of rise in the number of out-of-state vie-
itors. Nearly 2%% of all cars actually counted
bore tags other than Virginis and North Carclina.
If the interchange of state traffic between
Virginia and North Carclina was slso taken into
consideration, the out-of-state figure might be
closer to 40% of the Parkway traffic. Theee
figures show thet use of the Patkway by visitors
originating in the local countryside or nearby
towns and citles still overbalances the numbar
of visitors from the long distances.

Tha recreational park areas, Smart View end
Rocky Knob in Virginia end Chmborland Enob and
The Bluffs in North Carolina, wera visited by
about 180,000 persons. Thus about one in every
three who use theParkway also visitis the Trecre—
ational areas, Cumberland Knobh Park neer the-
State line was the heaviest used, DurlngAugust
alons 18,000 guests were counted at thisattrac—
tive but overcrowded park, bearing out the sev—
eral stories which we carried in the "News" dur-
ing the summer about the Cumberland K.noh arsa's
being, we think, "too popular.™

It surprised us that North. Carolina Routm
2l nearRoaring Gap was the most popular entrance.
There nearly 103,000 visitors were checked. The
largest part of thiscount originated, weassums,

. from the vicinity of Winston-Salem, Mt, Alry,

and Greensboro., Adney Gap near Reanoke, the
present northerly terminusof paved Parkway, was
the second most popular entrance point, which
surprised us less, Neither of the above can
claim the highest entry for any single day, how—
ever, Thie rscord was set at North Carolina
Route #18near Cumberland Knob where 2,756 visi—
tors entered the Parkway on Sunday, July 27.



We wers encouraged at the showing made by
the 160 oddmiles of Parkway graded but not paved
snd opened in various stretches for ™travel at
your own risk." ZXspecially did we admire the
hardened motorists who ventured over these gravel

sections in the long drought period between Aug-
ust and September when admittedly the drive was

dusty and therefore not too comfortable. It
showa the mighty atiraction of the scenery be-
tween Linville and Mt. Mitchell where the heav-
iest use of uncompleted Parkway was estimated.
We wonder if the same pioneering won't take
place next year on the Peaks of Qtter sections

near Bedford, Virginia, which will be opened .

but not paved from the James River south to
Bearwallow Gap. Here 1s some of the finest
scenery on the Parkway in Virginia. There may
also develop an incremse of traffic next year
over the attractive sections near Waynesboro
and Staunton, :

All insll we were quite satisfied with the
figures. Useof the Parkway 1s steadily rising.
No doubt it will jump when and if the much needed

facilities for the tourists are completed in the .
parks, which will permit our puttinz out an un- ~

reserved 1nvitation to the visitors to come.
Even under thepresent circumstahces our rangers
recerded much enthusiasm on the part of the Parik-
way visitor this year, our guess being that many
of them will come back.

PARKWAY AND PARKS SETTLE DOWN FOR THE WINTER

On Qctober 15 we went on & winter basis.
The water systems and comfort statiomns 1a thse
parks were dreined and locked up, signs went up
at all of the important Parkway entrances read-
ing "PARKWAY NOT MAINTAINED FOR WINTER USE~-
AVOID DURING PERIODS OF ICE, SNOW, AND FOG.™ So
we close another officisel tourist season and
settle down until the sun of ancother April 15.
Be careful 1f you drive the Parkway in the mean-
time., You do sc on your own.

NATIONAL PARK IDEALS AND STANDARDS

The Blue Ridge Parkway is but one of the
164 Federsl park areas--national parks, nation-
al monuments, national historicel parks, mili-
tary parks, etc.=-~administered by the National
Park Service of the Interior. The 26 national
parks, established by act of Congrees, are dis-
tinguished for natural oscenery set aside for
preservation as nearly as possible in unspoiled
condition and dedicated to the use end inspira-
tion of the peopls.

In establishing the Yellowstone (first)
National Park, Congress quaintly designated 1t
"a public park or pleasuring ground for the bene=
fit and enjoyment of the people™ and provided
against ™injury or spoilation of all timber,
mineral deposits, naturalcuriosities - wonders

i

within said park, and their retantion in their
nutural condition.

In ‘establishing national parks no thought

19 g:lven to geographical location. The area
pmposed for Natlonal Park use is considered
primarily from the standpoint of whether or not
its principal features are of broad national
interest, . :

Commercial use is not considersd in creat-
ing a park. The major purpose is the promotion
of the wellbeing of Americans through the health
glving qualities of inspiration, relaxation, and

recreation in pure unpolluted air in natursl -

surreundings of enduring beauty.

_ Many of the parks contain noble forests,
but the trees are preserved for their beauty and
never considered as lumber, It 1s & strange
fact, but often the trees that add mest to the
beauty of the landscape in reality have no com-
mercial value.

3

There are many wild animdls, but they nevaC"

are considered from the stendpoint of food sup-
ply. Allhunting is forbidden except that called
in park lenguage "hunting with the camera."
Many &an eratwhile hunter having lajd down his
gun for a camers while in a park never cares to
shoulder a gun again. The gentle eyed deer be-
comea a friend, not an intended victim. A les-
son learned in the National Parks is that wild

.animels greatly fear man only when man is cruel

and murderous.  Another lesson from National
Park experience is thatpractically no wild ani-
mal will injure human beilngs except in self-
defense. The monster cat of our rock fast-
nesses--the mountain lion--big enough and power-
ful enough todrag down a full grown deer is one
of the most timid of sll the beasts in National
Parks, fleeingat the first sight or scent of man.

,
There ares great water falls, but they are\_

not harnessed. Outside the National Parks are
more than enough falls to supply the power needs
of the Nation. Those in the Parks feed man's
hunger for beauty, a demand that long denied
seems stifled, but that given a chance in the
unmarred outdoore thrives, increases, and gives
& broader ocutlook cn life.

CCC_CAMP NP-14 ABANDONED

CCC Camp VA-NP-14 at Rocky Knob was aban-
doned onNovember 7. The loss of this camp will,
of course, be felt in our work programmed for
Virginia, This was the first CCC Cemp esteb-
lished on the Parkway and 1s the first to be
abandoned. It was through the work of the per-
sonnel in this camp that the Rocky Knob Utility
aree and many of the facilities in the Park, ad
well as Parkway landscape development, was ac-

complished. -
}
ATHORELORERERRRO NN,
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l WHAT OF THE PARKWAY NOW

There was a little fncident this fall that

. sBhowed ushow important recreation is these days.
/ * handful of men from the British warship HMS
. ormidable in dock at Norfolk for repaira cems

up wanting to get away. The Parkwey and the

motintains must have given them that change for .

ons of them remarked on leaving, "It wae a bit
like spring after a beastly winter."

- A good many of our friends have come up to
us of late and asked, "What of the Parkway now?"
And there, in what the Englishman said, ie part
of the answer. Many think that the next season
may see fewer visitors on the Parkway. But

l surely it will mean mors than ever to thoae who
can come. .

besn shelved, and building activities will be
slow. Deapite a-reduced staff we hope to con-
tinue plans and surveys ec that more blueprinte
“ay be added to thoms alrsady on ths shelf. If

l ;o the order to resumes work will find us reedy
whenever it comes. :

[ Ma.uy of our plana for new construction have

that our work and yours and the next fellow's
is more important than ever. Yet we have made
up our minds that our job in these peaceful
mountains, unless we are needed elsewhere, is
to work harder and more calmly toward the seme
oid end--be 1t a Parkway for recrestion or &
field that has need of plowing. :

l During'theae grim daye it is hard to think

OFF THE AIR

Cur headquarters radio was “going out® like
a charm .the day before Christmas, but on the
day following 1t was a blank, and for a good
reagon, During the holiday the unit on Mill
Mountain at Roancke had been stolen, lock,
stock, and barrel--all 250 pounde of it. Now
. the Federal agents are on the trail of it, and
meanwhile we operate from a temporary set-up.

Here in passing, we might mention that the
Parkway radio has proved itself most:helpful in
many ways during ite twelve months at work.
When accidents occur and they do, and when fire
breaks out and it does, quick action is & great
seeaving. We are sure that redio is our only

. answer.

BE CAREFUL ALWAYS

We had business on the Perkway one January .
day when there wsa enow on the ground. Ws
wouldn't think it possible under such conditions,
but there they were--forest fires et two dif-
ferent spots. It seemed 1like a good day with
the snow for brush burning, but it got away
which shows that you can't just forset a fire,
It is always worth your respect.

ALI.-ED TO THE SERVICE

A score of men from the Parkway (Public
Roeds and Park Service) have left -to join the
armed forces, and es many more engineers have
been called to defense industries. -Among those
field men well known along the 1line are Capt.
Lynn Harriss and Lieut. Albert Burns who worked
on Parkway conastruction jobs in North Carolina.
W. O. J. Bostrom and John Walsh have recently
left Gelax, and Harry E. Allen and W. J. Franklin
have laft the Weat Jefferson-Spruce Pine region,
aleo Kenneth Hayes and Albert Kanipe have gone
from the Asheville Public Roada engineering
forece. )

Lieut. R, M. King, former Warden at Bluff
Park, hae recently been called. Off to camp as
a Reserve (Officer is Warren Lewis who worked in
the Peaks of Otter area in Virginia, and Richard
Horne, clerk in the Rosncke office, is reported
onthe high seas with the Navy. Licnel Mattingly
has left from Bedford.

Like thousands of other agencies in indus-
try and business, we shall feel the loss of
theae experienced men, but we know by the measure



of their worth tous that they will be of greater
value Iin the Number One job of the day. The

seme goes for the many boys who have laft their:

homes neighboring the Parkway, and we heer of
_ more each day.
- Jjob or esnother with contractors in building the
roadway or the recreational areas. - We hope that
they may finish up theirnew job quickliy and re-
turn scom to finish this one. We guess we are
not alone in this pearticular wish of ours.

40 M. P. K.

At the order of the Secrstary of the In-
terior we will open in the spring under a forty
miles per hour top speed limit. Thie goes for
all national parke and parkways duringthe pres-
ent emergency need for saving rubhker. We could
add some remarks about how the reduced speed
will doubtless also seve in bumped fenders and
in injury to persoms. In eny svent we are sure
that this timely suggestion of the Secretary's
will meet with popular support amd full cooper-
ation, BKEven though portions of the Perkway may
be safely driven at higher speeds, we hope in
fact that the temporary go-mile limit may becowe

something of & permanent hubit where the Park-

way ia concerned.
CHAMPION BULL

We stopped one day in Meadow Fork Valley
south of Bluff Park to admire as we always do

this fine farm country, and someone pointed to -

the white faced bull in the hill pesture look-
ing down on the Parkway. He was & handsome fel-
low, this Hereford, and we learned later that
he was Jlately judged champion of Alleghany
County. Mr, Hort Miller who owns him is a neigh-~
bor of ours, and we are told he may lesse some
Parkway lend. If so we hope he stakes hie winner
out where everyone can &ee him. He is worth a
lock or two or three.

MORE GAME

"Bstter hunting and better fishing are turn-
ing out tobe important by-products of the Park-
way"--a80 says one of our big brother newspapsrs
in their column for sportsmen, and we are natu-
rally glad that they see it thet way. We have
written befors with the law looking over our
shoulder about the "no hunting" in the parks.
This has been our rule because our first con-
cern 18 to save the wildlife. At the same time

Many of them have worked in one.

T

we have always preached that cur work of saving
the wildlife would help and not hurt the sports-

_ men, and 1ike most people we are gled when othsrs

agree with ua,

*

A review of our plans comes good at this

 time for we have just met with officiale of the

State Game Commiseions and other Federal areas
to agree on a general program of restocking and
game management. No game has been stocked as
yet, but jointly worked out plans call for the
planting of a number of species of birds and
animals in the recreational parks. Deer and
turkey will be included. Safe from the hurters,
unless they wender, this game should muitiply
rapidly and before long should begin to over-
flow into surrounding areas whers hunting is
permitted. -

The other newspaper man points out {end we
particularly liked this} that our campaign of
education will have even more value for the
gporteman, One of the soundeat planks in the
Parkway's wildlife platform will be the mainte-
nance of natural homes for the game on the Park-
wey land. Our landscaping work has been shaped
along these lines, meny of the plants being
chosen for their value ae food and cover for
geme. As an example we are making en effort to
increass the quail population along the length
of the Parkway. O0ld rail fences and hedgerows
which make good nesting spots will be left in
place, and a broad strip of ground along them
will be left to grow up in brush. We believe
thet these fence rows will meke a good place
for the birds to run to when the hunter misses
his first shot on the lands to the other si
of our boundary fence. In time we are sure t
hunters will be thankful for a better game con-
dition, part of which will be traceable to the
"escape" we thus afford them. Moreover our
nelghboring farmers noting an increase in geme
may lock into the reasons for it and teke ateps
on their own as individuals or through their
hunting and fishing clubs.

Fishing is permitted in season in the
streams along the Blue Ridge Parkway and within
the parks for those with State licenses and
under much the same rules. Fishing along -the
Farkway should also benefit from our program,
but mindful of the paper shortage and not want-
ing to run to two pages, we'll let that go for
enothsr time,

i
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-THE USER WILL FAY

From Washington comes word that beginning
in May the Blue Ridge Farkway is to be placed
on a pay-as-you-ride basis, the charge to be 23¢
for a daily permit. Those living near or spend-
ing several days on the drive may buy a yearly
The
permit goes with the car, and the fee is the
same for any number of car passengers,

There you have a piece of Farkway news that
may surprise you., While it has been talked for
some time, we ourselves had no final word until
the other day. It is news that some may not
like though we think you will come to agree with
ug that it is sound business from the people'’s
point of view and equally fair to the visitor,
local and distant.

Auto fees are collected upon entrance to
most of the national parks as Yellowstone, Grand
Canyon, and Ycsemite. There is alsc a charge
for entrance to the various historical museums
and battlefields. Sothe policy is.Nation-wide.
Our system is patterned after the one which has
/aeen in use on the Skyline Drive in Shenandoah
National Fark. None of us who take special pride
in the Blue Ridge Mountains need be told the
Farkway is a special roadway for which one might
expect to pay a .gpecial fee (and a fee which is,
by the way, less than we spend for a single show
at the local movie house). There will be those
who will say, "But this thing has been built

“with a part of my taxes, and I have already paid

for it." To this we can only reply that "Yes,
this is true", but we add, "So has the man in
New York City, Alabama, and all the distant
countryside paid his taxes, and yet he may not
be able to afford to get to the Farkway to use
it at all." The intake from the fee collection
will go to the U, S. Treasury to offset the
yearly cost of running the Farkway. Because of
the uncertainties that face the tourist season
immediately ahead we are not ready to make our
guess known, but the figures we have tucked away
in our desk for future reference hold much
promisge. -

The check this year will be made on the
hard surfaced sections, Roanoke to Blowing Rock,

and Linville to a point near Spruce Pine, Tark-
way graded with c¢rushed stome surface near Mt.
Mitchell in North Carolina and north of Roanoke
in Virginia will be open on the same. basis as
last year. No check will be made. Flans are
being rounded out to locate the checking sta-
tions onthe Farkway s¢ as to contrel in bottle-
neck fashion all the recreational parks and the
most scenic spots on the drive. The units will
be manned by collectors in ranger uaniform who
will be schooled to give out Farkway information
as an added duty. The check will likely be made
through to November 1 and eight hours daily.
For. the present, during the off season and off
hours, use of the Farkway willbe permitted with-
out payment of fees. We readily admit this is
not that we invite free use. We simply believe
it will cost us more to collect the fee during
the off periods than would be good business.

It should be c¢lear that the $1.00 annual
permit is designed for local folks who visit the
Farkway severil or many times during the year,
It is in the nature of a "wholesale" fee as well
for the visitor from the distance who wants to
spend several days in our part of the country.

The job of collecting the fee will not prove
one of our most pleasant we think, but we do be-
lieve it proper business, and we believe it a
fair plan.

WHAT BULL AND WHAT FASTURE?

Our face is a bit red about the champion
bull we thought we saw down in Meadow Fork Val-
ley. We praised him to the skies in the last
number, you will remember, We were wrong! We
were right! Indeed, we were generally all mized
up, -and it didn't take some of our friends very
long to straighten us out.

It seems like we saw a bull, and it was in
a pasture at ¥r. Hort Miller's place.” This was
a good looking bull all right enough, but he
isn't a champion (yet). As a matter of fact he
hasn't been shown. Anyone should be proud of
him, however, and we are for one. We still hope
Mr. Miller will stake him out where our Farkway
tourists can see him,



It also seems that Mr. Miller's young daugh-
ter Lucille and his younger son James did raise
two calves which took prizes in the "Baby Beef™
class at the county fair last fall., We admit
this doesn't clear us as the bull we described
was no baby beef.

) Now the bull we "thought™ we saw is already
famous., Not only was he champion of Alleghany
County, but Grand Champion of North Carolina.
Moreover, he toock fifteenth place im the great
Chicago International Livestock . Exposition.
This handsome fellow, we learn now, is kept at
Doughton-Meadows a-mile or so down the Sparta
road from. us. He is owned, and proudly, by =
good friend of the Farkway and a leader in game
and fish conservation, Mr. Horton Doughton of
Stateaville, who is a son of ancther very good
friend of the Farkway.

-That we think gets the proper bull in the
proper pasture,

AVATTABILITY OF THE FARKWAY
TO THE FUBLIC IN 1242

We are learning, like so many others these
days, to adjust ourselves to new conditions, war
conditions. We have gone along hoping that it
would be possible for ustokeep all of the Fark-
way open for the refreshment of all the visitors
who could get to it during 1942. By and large
our hopes bave not been too high, and we will
operate 80% of the 340 miles which we have in
varicus stages of completion.

We will remain open over ‘the 140 paved
miles from Adney Gap near Roancke to Deep Gap
near Boone complete with recreation areas. We
will be ready for all comers from Grandfather
Mountain to Buck Creek Gap above Marion, North
Carolina, 22 miles of which is hard surfaced and
164 miles of which is crushed stone. We will
likewise maintain travel over the 7.8 mile sec-
tion paved with crushed stone fromthe Asheville
Scenic Highway to the great Craggy Gardens. For
the first full year we will be open from James
River to the Bearwallow Gap past the Feaks of
Otter, which 34 miles is crushed stone.

The remaining sections of the Farkway, a
total of 66 miles, will be closed for the dura-
tion. Warbudgets for all non-defense items are
being cut, and ours has been no exception. Cost
of upkeep under heavy use is naturally higher on
those Farkway sections which are surfaced only
with a base course of crushed stone, At least
two applications of calecium chloride are required
to lay the dust and keep the base in compact
shape for use (under more normal conditions most
of these sections would have been hard surfaced
this year). By reason of necessity we have
elected to barricade those sections which dead

end and those which are more distant from the
sources of travel. This, we announce with regret,

FIRE FOLLOWS SNOW

It is hard as we write this on March 3 to
put our mind on the warm dry weather of spring.
The radio has been blatting out reporte of fif-
teen or twenty foot snow drifts in many wind
swept spots on the Farkway. As if we were in
the far north we are packing in supplies on foot
to the marooned boys at CCC Camp NP-29 near
Galax. We sent our equipment to make way in
from Sparta to Bluff Fark also shut off from the
world. Even in Roancke ws had a respect for
yesterday's storm, But after we cease to be
worried about our snowbound areas and friends
we suppose we willbe thankful for this piece of
virile winter.

Such a snow should be a long time melting
down, and we venture that patches will be left
long after we are inthe "take one” boxes, st#il.:
soaking down and down farther into the farm
fields and the loamy soils of our forests.and
yours. We have needed it after the long dry
year, far deficient in rain fall.

This hearkens well for a lessened forest
fire danger in ths spring, but we can't depend
en it alone. Last fall's record was very good
along the TFarkway, there being only one fire
which is the least we have recorded in any sea-
son to date. Field burning caused this one, and
that always bothers us because it seems a most
unnecessary cause of forest fire, The spring
which is just around the snow bank may get to
be very dry despite the fine source of moisture
in the storm of today, and we again join your
county agents to suggest that you plow under

_your fields as the best means of improving then.

If you must burn we would like you to keep these,,
things in mind: 1., Make a fire line about the
field, 2. Securs enough help, 3. Burn only on
moist or humid days, and 4. Never leave the fire
unattended.

If you know of a careless neighbor in your
community, you could help everyone by talking
with him, He maynot know that there are certain .
State fire laws for the people's protection. In
pretected Virginia counties no fires can be set
between March 1 and May 15 except from four in
the afternoon to midnight, InNorth Carclina no
fires can be set in State organized counties from
April 1 to June 15 except with a permit from the
county warden. Federal law makes it a miademeanor
if a fire is built near the Farkway or other
Federal lands provided the fire is not put out
before leaving., If it spreads beyond controll
the man on whose property it was started must
take the blame. TFerhaps next spring's record
for fires may be as" favorable as that of last
fall. It can be.

lawads



“““qqq

%
[
1
1

[ ( imited importance.

|
|

L
L
L

popular

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY

N Ews.....a bulletin of

information for parkway
neighbors along the Blue Ridge....

Volume V

April, May, June, July - 1942

Number 3

Isgued by Office of the Blue Ridge Parlway, National Park Service, United States Department of the
Interior, 633 Shenandoah Life Insurance Bldg., Roancke, Virginia.

FOUR ISSUES THE YEAR

When the NEWS first came out (almost five
years ago)} we published by the month., Over the
year just passed we have been coming out every
AQ days, mome or less. And now we are cutting

r cloth for cuffless trousers so to speak.

First, we shall publish four issues the
year which makes us a quarterly, we suppose,
though it sounds a bit "uppity" for the kind of
bulletin we are.

Secondly, we are quartering the number of cop- .

ies printed of each issue. For thislast reason we
suggest that you not "take one" from the boxes, but
that you "read one" and then put it back. This is
no hard and fast idea, however, as we want the
school teacher, the preacher, or the manwith many
friends to continue to take one away with him as
long as it is passed among several people toread.

So far as our mailing list ie concerned we
ghall maintain it while we can, but we urge any
reader who can dowithout his copy to let us know.

The above puts us on a basis we hope may be
considered a sound war policy for a paper of our
We still lay claim to some!

NO FEE FOR USE OF PARKWAY
DURING WAR INTERVAL

Those of you who read us for February-March
were no doubt interested in the plan we talked
over for collecting a 25¢ daily suto fee for
Parkway use. Therewas also to be a "wholesale"
annual $1 permit. Most of our brothers among
the daily press and weeklies carried the news
with editorial comment. The plans wers made be-
fore we knew too much about the tire and gaso-
line rationing and not without a sense of un-
certainty even as we drew them. On the eve of
the date set for fee collection, we had our
orders to "postpone™ until further instructions.
So far as we can see, this means until there is
a change inthe general war and travel situation,

AVAILABILITY OF PARKWAY

Under today's conditions it seems almost
like saying that the sun comes up each day to
tell you that Parkway travel has gone 'way down

as compared with last year. We have expected
it, and you have. For the time being, lengthy
trips over pleasure roads are hardly in line with
the patriotic intent of gas and tire rationing.

In the last issue we outlined ocur plan for
closing certain of the Parkway sectjions more re-

"mote from nearby towns and cities, to reduce our

mzintenance costs. The paved sections and the
picnic areas are remaining open for such use as
may be made of them, however,

PICNIC AREAS OFEN UNTIL TEN OF TEE EVENING

For awhile we gave some thought to the pos-
sibilities of closing the picnic areas in the
various parks at sundown during the war period.
Our idea was to save maintenance costs, and we
wondered whether there would be enough attendance
to warrant our keeping a caretaker on the job
any later. It seems like the news got around
before we intended that it should, and as a re-
sult we had an unexpected number of complaints.
It was pointed out that the . Parkwayand the parks
highest purpose this summer would be to provide
recreation and relief from the heat for the many
workers in defense plants who are located close
by. These people, it was explained to us, are

- not able to get up to the Parkway until after
- working hours, which are later than in ordinary

times. This reason is good enough for us, and
we are now planning to keep the park areas open
until 10 daily. At that time you will be aaked
by the caretaker toleave, and your wholehearted
cooperation will be appreciated.

SANDWICH SHOP DOES BUSINESS
AT CUMBERLAND KNOB PARK

On Decoration Day week end the National Park
Concessions, Inc., opened the first food shop
for the tourists on the Parkway proper. The
small sandwich place now open is located in Cum-
berland Knob Park just south of the NC-VA line.

Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Galloway are in charge
of the sandwich, soft drink, and refreshment
counter for the corporation. They will remain
open, they say, as long as park attendance and
business justify--daily from mid-morning until
the park is closed at night. Manager Gelloway



and hiswife have come to the Parkway fromMammoth
Cave National Park, where they have been on the
staff of the company which operates the-tourist
facilities there. The refreshment counter at
Cumberland Knob carries all the necessary sup-
plies for your picnic, they have asked us to say.

In some respects we seem to have the cart
bgfore the horse in this story, because we have
not before apnounced in the -NEWS that the Na-
tional Park ‘Concessions, Inc., had been author-
ized by the Secretary of the Interior to operate
along the Parkway. We have already talked a
good deal about plans for limited tourist facil-
ities--especially in previous years when we twice
invited bids for the bueiness.

The new "cperator" is a non-profit distrib-
uting corporation with a semiofficial connection
with the Federal Government. The Board of Di-
rectors is made upof five membars, three of whom
are privete citizens, and old hands in the oper-
ation of naticnal parkfacilities with a record
of long service behind themat Yellowstone Park,
Mammoth Cave, and anumber of other places. These
three directors are paid a salary fromthe income
of their business. The two other directors are

members of the National Park GService staff in -

Washington, and they serve on the Board without
additional salary.

The financial background of the Naticnal
Park Concessions, Inc., is likewise unusual and
interesting. Starting from scratch some years
ago the profits of their various enterprises have
been held in a fund which may be used only to
develop facilities for tourists in the national
parks. That is,
a dividend nor the profit shared in any way.
Prices charged will be moderate and tuned to
prevailing prices in the community.

THREE CAMPS FOR RELIGIQUS CBJECTOR3
WCRK ON THE PARKWAY

Since the last issue of the NEWS two Civil-
ian Public Service camps have been - established
along the Parkway, in addition to the one we had
previously reported at work near Buck Creek Gep
in North Caroline. The new units have been set
up in abandoned CCC buildings near Lyndhurst,
Va., and near Galax, Va.

Fach of the three units will carry a quota
of 150 men who were classifiedby their Selective
Service Boards as 4-E, The camps are maintained
without cost to the Federal Government. The ex-
pense of feeding and clothing the boys is car-
ried by them or the various religious faiths to
which they belong. The director of the camp is
jointly named by the Selective Service Board and
the religious groups.

During 6 days of the week, camp selectees are
turned . over to the National Park Service for work
on the Parkway, including forest fire protection
and suppression, maintenance and stabilization
work on the parks and the Parkway, and restoration
and fencing of Parkway farm fields and pastures.

income cennot be distributed as

*

CCC CAMP NP-29 ABANDUNED

Late May saw the Parkway CCC unit, NP-29,
near (Galax, sbandoned and moved to more essential
work in comnection with the war. This unit,
which was composed of Negro boys, had been work-
ing under the direction of Superintendent W. I.
McGhee. Superintendent McGhee, with some of his
staff, will remein with the Parkwayto handle the

.work of the new CPS camp at the same location.

_ NP-29 was the second camp dropped from the
Parkway. The Rocky ZEnob unit in Virginia was
the first; it wes dropped last fall.

MORE OF THE STORY

A few issues back we wrote about the signs
and markers that we are placing along the Pariway
in order to tell the story of the Blue Ridze to
the traveler, at least that part of the story
which doesn't tell itself. Locking at it one way
the whole job of the Parkway has been to take the
tourist by the hand, so to speak, and lead him
to the scenery and tothe history which make o

one of the most interesting pieces of country { -
By history we don't mean only

knowof to visit.
the kind that gets intothe history books, but the
local legends, and the o0ld yarns and human tales
about the unimportant things that have happened.

Two things make our highlands different from
any other mountains in America. First, they have
been lived in for more than two whole centuries
by more folks than have made#their homes in any
other hills, This is because the Boil is richer
and not so rocky as most mountain soils. Second,
the old pioneer waye lasted longer here in these
cool vales of life than anywhere else in America.

‘Folks have been contented to do for themselves

and have depended lesa on the machine-made prod-
ucts of the city. The arts of weaving, quilting,
pottery making, woodecarving, and a dozen other
handicrafte have only lately begunto disappear.
The 0ld dwellings and the barns hewn by har

from the forest itself are beginning to go to_ -

The barbed wire fence takes the place of the split
rail. The tin roof covers the riven shake and the
chain-store catalog furnishes what used to come
off the loom. And 80 it goes--which is well
enough, but the very picture which makes the
Blue Ridge seem old and solid and early American
and very different to the traveler is changing.
Thus, these things are fast becoming a story., It
will be the job of the signs and markers along the
Parkway to tell it, but words alone are seldom
enough, Neversince we were kids have we really
liked a story without picturea. The same goes for
the tourist, we suspect. Therefore, we have picked
out a number of old structures alongthe route as
samples of the past, or of what is passing. These
willbe repaired, furnished, and opened to the pub-
lic. The Trail Cabin, Mabry Mill, Puckett Home,
and the Martin Brinegar Place, four in all, were
chosen on the finished Parkway between Roanoke and
Boone, and eachof the four has its pwn story which
we will sconer or later recount in the NEWS,
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IT HURTS

Laat spring, in the midst of the Parkway's
rst fire season, dense clouds of smoke rolled

:y backto the road from an all-night shift on the
ire line. At the mement when the ranger broke ocut
but thl t the brush and on to the pavement a tourist hailed

a],“ [im to ask the shortest route away .from it all.
pl "_ ‘The smoke burts my eyes,™ he informed the rafgar
frci hose own blood-shot and smarting eyes bore gut the

estimony, While our man was advising him how to

ey ha;u

n
ri“ 1 cigarette and, obviously comforted by the avemue

;? ¥ escape that had been shown him, meshed gears and
“eh8r i ove off--flicking as he 4id so his still lighted
1 |tigarette butt into the tindar-dry and as yet un-

During last April nearly one hundred thousand
icres of rich forest land along the Blue Ridge was
orfturned as a dozen fires raged out of control under
= Pad conditions, One day a man was burning.a small
uipatch of new ground--and by night fall the escaped
{ire was sweeping thousands of acres of somebody
ise's land. Another man meant to burn the bees
from a bee tres--but he lost the heney, end the
and tB®lhation lost thousands of acres of forest. A group
‘g0 lar fighermen left a warming fire one evening--and
l’en.the next evening it had burned to their very door-
the (steps miles away.
This is the careless stuff of which some few
ng’ng. [of our neighbors are made.
. It So it is that we have many acres of ugly,
dths blazkened stumps in the Blue Ridge, fewer game birds,
fewer fish, fewer merchantable board feet of timber
seldos
-8 117 for the war needs,
¥ for Sure the smoke hurts our eyes, but there's
p much more about forest fires that hurts--and hurts
pICK®% for 3 long time.

ute ad

1350 GO HUNTING--BUT NOT ON THE FARKWAY

ef ub-

Home, Comee ancther fall with frosty nights and brisk

werée| days, and many are thinking agasin of the hunting
<4 and|dogs and that squirrel gun that's beenin the corner
b for months--long worried ones for many of us. As
we've cautioned yearly in the "News,™ the Farkway

strike out of the mountains, the visitor finished

is a refuge for all kinds of game and birds. ¥o
hunting of any kind is allowed on ocur lands--but
there is plentyof country nearby where hunting may
be enjoyed. So get out the gun and call the dog.
and go to it. Only remember that hunting, the
carrying of loaded guns, the discharge of firearms,
and the parking of vehicles on the Farkway, for
hunting on nearby lands, are prohibited.

SAVE THE WHITE PINE

If we were asked to name our favorite of all
the forest trees in the Blue Ridge we don't think
there would bs much question but what our vote
would be cast for the native white pine. We wBuld
choose it not only because of our personal preju-
dice, but also because we have found that Farkway
tourists from other States admire it more than any
other. They talk about the seedlings which are com-
ing up in many Farkway meadows from the good seed
crops of recent years. We doubt that anyone, with
any scul at all, would fail to be impressed by the
graceful beauty of the cccasicmal old patriarch.
Indeed wa gave ourselves away when we chose one of
these o0ld venerables to display on the Farkway em-
blem which appears at the head of this paper,

For these reasons we are concernad when we
think that all the white pine eould be lost to the
Farkway scene 1if the cursed blister rust should
develop in our region. This plant disease spreads
from currants and gooseberries to the white pine,
and once it gets its start it is deadly. The great
hope lies in the fact that the blister rust will
not spread from pine to pine, but goes back and
forth between the bushes and the white pine tree in
a sort of cyele. Therefore foresters call the cur-
rants and gooseberries the alternate "hosts™ of
the disease, We are told that the disease will
carry through the air for about 900 fest from the
leaves of the host to the needles of the pine tree,
but it will not carry further, Thus if the bushes
are all uprooted within 900 feet of the white pines,
the spread of the disease is prevented. We ares
destroying all the currants and gooseberries on the
Farkway right-of-way wherever they occur near our
stands of pine. Our work will not be effective,
of course, if cne of our neighbora is cultivating
curranis or googeberries on his place within %00
feset of the same pine, and so we have asked the



rangers to talk this matter over with some of you.
We have already done some talking, and we are highly

their own, and in others they have been willing to
letus do it for them. The States of North Carolina
and Virginia have done much good work along these
lines. They have legislation which authorizes their
men or curs to destroythese cultivated plants after
discussing it with the owner.

We hope for your co-operation, and we hope to
save the pine. However we're keeping our Farkway
fingers crossed. '

PARKWAY ON WINTER BASIS BEGINNING NOVEMBER 15

As has been customthe Blue Ridge Farkway travel
season will close officially for the winter on the
15th of November. TUntil next April 15 such visitors
as come to the Farkway 4o so at their own risk,
since our maintenance fundado not permit us to re-
move gnow fromthe roadway, to sand the iecy curves,
or otherwise to keepthe Farkway shipshape for travel.
None of the entrances to finished sections of the
Farkway will be barricaded.

Gates to the recreational areas, including pic-
nic and camp grounds, will be closed on the 15th
of November. While the parks will be available
for pse until that date, it is possible that freez-
ing weather may forceus to shut off certain park
water systems ahead of time.

The sandwich shop at Cumberland Knob Fark closed
down for the year just following Labor Day.

QUR HONOR LIST GROWS

Sometime ago we published our Farkway honor
list of staff and field men who had joined the
armed forcea. That list haa grown by leaps and
bounds since then, and those of us who remain at
work on the Farkway are relatively few. Next time
we go to press we will print an up~to-date, honor
list of those who have left us for military and
naval services.

TALES OF THE WCODS
AS TOLD BY THE BIG LYNN

Cne of the highest, biggest trees in all of
our Farkway forest is the "Big Lynn" near Little
Switzerland. She is one of the Linden or Basswood
family which ia a large one of long lineage in the
mountains, and she is like an old woman who has
been a-living and a-gosaiping for 200 years, if you
can imagine it, and maybe a lot more. GShe towers
head and shoulders above any of the rest in the
family that we know anything about because of her
age, her wisdom, and her beauty. Of one thing we
can he sure, she has lived quite all of her life
on the border line between McDowell and Mitchell
Counties with half of her roots put down deep into

6068

U |

|

.~ the soil on' one side of the ridge and half of her[
"i“roots on the other.
pleased with the many offers of help. Inmany casea.
farmers have undertaken to destroy the hosts on’

Thereby hanga cne of her very
best yarns. .
Any native, and they among us are the onea wh
have the right to know, will tell you that the "Bi
Lynn™ is the "marrying tree™, for in days gomne by
it wae custom for a couple to get married beneath
it when the bride was from McDowell and the gr
from Mitehell or the other way round. This was sai
to make amarriage lasting., And when a man was un-
able to get the blessing of the parents to marry
their daughter, then he slipped her away to the Bi
Lynn, got the circuit rider preacher, and then an
there got hitched. Cne old man who lived in th
shadow of the Lynn for 75 years, more or less, teld
us colerfully howhe was wedded under the shade on
summer 60 years ago (more or less) after a verl
narrow escape from the parenta. He thought, hd
said, that the tree was larger then than now; so we
guess that the old lady's shoulders-are stooping.
According to Mr. John McBee of Spruce Pim!{-
who has collected the most complete set of old docu
ments, deeds, and land grants in this section, the
Big Lynn was used as a boundary marker inm land
grants dated as early as 1790, which jibes with ocu
guess at her age. ]
Upon questioning, and often without,seasconed
hunters like to rec-lect how hunts were staged years
ago along the Blue Ridge, and the old meeting plac
was the Big Lynn. From here they split up in par|
ties to chase the fox and bear., It was told u-.
that the first injury to the iree was the result of
such a hunt about forty year: ago. The story goei;
that before the hunt a campfire was built beneath
the Lynn, and the hunters kept it burning for abou's:
a week while the hunt proceeded up and down the
nearby ridges. Later on, supposedly about 2913§
the weakened base of the tree was struckby 1ightnin§;
There is yet another interesting tale about tH
Big Lynn related tous byan old inhabitant of Crab- .
tree Creek, or near., He remembers how years and yea ",
ago people came for miles around to the Big L)m%
and here they conducted their shooting maiches a
other contests. He tells us that the old tree is
full of lead after being shot at so many times g
a back stop for the target. 1
F.5. In the spring the Fark Service unde
took some tree surgery and other raepair on the Big
Lynn, Over two tons of branches, dead and some
live, were cut out in order to reduce the wind load
a big job as such work goes. Many local peopl
friends of the Big Lyon, followed our work with
much intereat. We even had a long distance call
from Spruce Fine from somecne who wondered if
knew what we were shout and so feared for the tre
There wasn't much we could guarantee at the timd
about a tree as old as it is, and we can't hold out
toomuch promise even now, Wedobelieve that it is
better shape for having been worked on, and our hope
that our venerable old tree may continue for many
years growing old gracefully and a-gossipin’. {
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SINCE LAST YOU HEARD

-It has beena longer time between lssues of
the NEWS--nearly six months since we last went
out along the line. This wae not that there
wvasn't a lot we have wanted to say, but because

}.it seemed right that we should help a little in

the big jobof saving paper and ink. Nor can we
be sure just when we'll turn up again, but we
¢can gay cheerfully that we believe in cur future.
¥eanwhile here is how things look from the top
of the mountains.

CONSTRUCTION STOPS UNTIL FOST-WAR

The Farkway is oot a war road, and last
fall all of our major construction was halted.
¥hat the contractors could not finish was tidied
up to weather as best it could for the duration.
Power shovels, tractors, and trucke were moved
out and away to war jobs, Now, there is only a
small force of government maintenance men see-
ing to it that pipes, bridges, pavement, cuts
and fills are kept up with as little loss as
possible.

¢ Such of usg as are left on the job have an
eye to putting our blueprints on the shelf, close
at hand, so that there will be no lost motion
Eetting beck to work after the war. There are
@any who expect that money will be made available
then for public works to employ the returning
soldiers., For this reason State highway offi-
eials of Virginia and North Carolina have said
they want togo on with getting the right-of-way
as they are able.

PARKWAY OPENS TO TRUCKS
) WHEN GAS, TIRES SAVED
PERMIT AND FEE PAYMENT REQUIRED

We have talked a good deal in the past about
loaded trucks being barred fromthe Parkway. We
have gtated our ressoans in the NEWRS, and we have
tried tomake them seemtoyou like good reasons.
¥e haven't given oneinch of ground on that score
20 far as peace times are concerned. We do see
it the other way during this time, wartime, when
Our country needs rubterand gas and war naterials.

o
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Hence the Parkway has been opened to trucks under
limited load and speed. Fivetons, including the
weight of the truck, is permitted duriog the win-
ter, and six and a half tons gross is allowable
during the rest of the year granting, of course,
your truck is built to ecarry such loads. The
speed of a loaded truck must be kept under 20
miles per hour, but traveling light or empty 30
miles is permissible. Anyone who can showa sav—
ings of tires or gasoline may apply to the local
ranger. A fee of $5.00 per truck per 4-month
period beginning April I, August 1, orDecember 1
must be paid to help offset wear and tear on the
Parkway pavement which you will remember was
built for light passenger cars only.

PARKWAY LANDS GO BACK TO PRODUCTION -~

Our program of turning back our zood lands
to the farmers for pasture and crops has been
spurred on by the war. This grazing season will .
see many more tracts limed, fertilized,and fenced,
and your livestock feeding on grass that is?
greener than last year's for the improvements to
the soil. Quite a number of bottoms will this
spring be sprouting row crops. This is a help
toward more food foday. It will help our high-
lands make a finer picture for the tourist te-
morrow. Good weather and good luck! Congratu-

- }
lations too, for yours is good work! ]

THREE RELIGIOUS CAMPS PROTECT PARKWAY
FROM FIRE, FROM WEATHER

A big helpin protecting that investment of
yours and of ours in the Parkway are the three
religious objector camps paid for by the his-
toric peace churches, the Brethen, Mennonites,
and Quakers. The units encamped on the Parkway
are near Waynesboro and Galax in Virginia and
near Marion in North Carolina. There are more
than 100 selectees in each camp, and they have
been trained and orgenized for fire fighting on
federal and state forest lands. Duringthework-
day, unless they areon fire patrol, the men are
employed at grading and seeding the Parkway road
banks to stop washing and tocut maintenance costs.
They are also used .to improve the fielda and
fence Parkway pastures so the lands can be turned
back to farmers for more food production.



HIGHSCHOOL BOYS TRAINED T0 FIGHT FIRES

With our fire fighting forces spread thia-

ner this year, we may have torely upon volunteer
- erews fromthe high schools along the lins to put
out the fires we keep hoping won't start at all.
The Parkway rangers have been showing movies of
fire fighting methods and giving talks during
recent weeks at more than a dozen schools so
that if they are called upon the school lads will
know just where and how to put their shoulders
to the wheel. We have had a fine response from
the temching staff and from the boys which we
greatly appreciate. We may all come to realize
how much it means if there is a bad fire season--
if people are careless.

PLEASURE IN THE PARKS A QUESTION
crrabi U3TE Ay iai )

As the picnicking and camping season rolls
around, we face the ban on pleasure driving, and
the entrance gates to the Parkway's recreationsl
areas willremain locked. Wehope that the neces-
sity foraban on pleasure driving will ease for
many reasons, of course, but not until word comes
canwe open up. Meanwhile be sure we will swing
out the gate if we can for we believe in the kind
of recreation our parkscan give. When that time
comes, be helpful in every way that you can for
we will have fewer men to keep the parks c¢lean
and fewer to watch out for fire.

OUR HONOR LIST

We are proud of our many men who have left
the Parkway fpr the service, in which of course
we're not a bid different. If they please the
Generale snd Admirales like they pleased us when

-~ they made up our staff, they will perform well.
..’ Because manyof you have known them, here is the
" gtill growing list of Public Rocads and Park Ser-
* vice men in the armed forces:

Lt. {jg) Rober H. Coombs USNR

Fnsign Carlos K. Dale Usce
Boaztswain Mate E. M. Dale OSKR
S/Sgt. Harold L. Fridinger osA
Lt. R. Morrison King USA
Pvt. Roscoe Reeves USA
Ensign Woodrow W. Zenfell USNR
Lt. Edward H. Abbuehl USNR
Prt. Malecolm A. Bird USA
Lt. Arthur J. Connell USA
Lt. {jg) Rarl W, Doering’ USNR
Cept. Lynn M. Harriss UsA
Radioman Richard B. Horne USNR
Pvt. Sam L. Huddleston USA
Pvt. William M. Kennedy UsaA
Lt. Warren D. Lewis Usa
Air Cadet Paul W. Van Cleve UsSA
Capt. Albert S. Burns USA
Sgt. Junius Daves Usa
Air Cadet Harold Smith USA
Lt. Charles Towse OSA
2/C Storekeeper W.0.J. Bostrom UsSN
Capt. Mason L. Stroud usA
Capt. W. J. White USA
Warrant Officer W. H. Smith USN
Capt. A. F. Jacksom 0SA
Sgt. Albert G. Kanipe u3a
2/C Yoeman Walter long - UsH
Corp. Lionel B. Matingly US3A
1/C Carpenter's Mate J. R. Hortenstine USN
Prt. K. 3. Heyes UsA
Pvt. Grsham Liles 0Sa
Chief Carpenter's Mate John Walsh UsSN
15119
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