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FOREWORD

When I resigned as Mahager of the Asheville @ham-
ber of Commerce in 1940,after serving l1n that official capac-
ity for 12% yes®s ,I left complete records,not only of my own
administration,but also left undisturbed files of the histor-
ically valuable contributions the then,nearly half a century
old.civic organization,had made to the progress and advance-
ment of Asheville and Western North Carolina.These records my
administrative predecessors also had carefully preserved.Ead
my successor not ordered all those records destroyed,there
would héve been no particular call for the writing of +this
account.Much of which will be written was contained in the
extensive correspondence and in the numerous documents in the
Chamber of Commerce files,preserved for future reference by
any one interested,but now lost forever.,

Upon retirement,I did take with me a few letters,
which were of suéh personal nature I felt thelr contents should
not be available torn: anyone else,since the writers were still
living and might be embarrassed should their correspondence
with me be made public.Death and the passing years prompts me
to make these letters a part of this narrative.The originals
are filed with this manuscript.I do have a few memoranda, and
my memory is clear concerning the events and circumstances of
that critical period in the histofy of our state,and especially

as it'concerns Western North Carolina,with which this writing

deals, : 539204/
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Furthermore in preparing this account ,I have had ac-
cess to the voluminous scrap book of one of the leading par-
tdcipants in the Parkway project, as will be manifest later,
I have also consulted newspaper files of the period,to pin
point certain dates and complete the list of names of those
participating in certain phases of the enterprise.

Only one other individua%Jstill living ,is conversant
with practically all the facts I shall relate.Two,possibly
three others alive are familiar with much of which transpifed,
in the open and behind the scenes,but not all.That being the
case,l must necessarlly relate this story in a personal way,
as there were no major developments anywhere along the 1line
of which I was not fully informed.I do not write from hear-
say nor from Interviews, but as an ancient Latin narrator ob-
served concerning his account,I .in all candor,can say also:
"All of which I saw,and a great part of which I was,”

My only intent,and my single Interest,is to provide
a permanent and factual record,for some student,or researcher
of those severalbcrgcial months' struggle which meant so much
to the present and to the future economy of "The Land of the
Sky" .

The importance of the victory,and accenting what has
Just been written,was thus epitomized by Mr Robert Lathan in
his editorial in the Asheville Citizen,Nov.15,19§4;"No other
project,as the Citizen has said fepeatedly,ﬁas ever meant 50
much to this community.There was no other conceivable project
by which the mountain counties could be given the opportunity

to share generously in the nation's recovery%** We do not



beliseve that in the whole history of the mountain counties
there has ever been any matter before the people here,which
has excited so eager an interest,or regarding which,the peo-

ple were so much a unit."”

Bt & fveede

Asheville, N.C.
1957
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What many newspaper editorials asserted,and what many
iong time North Carolinians declared,was the finest,most har-
monious,most united campaign ever put forth by all sections
of the state,was the battle to have the Blue Ridge Parkway
routed through Western North Carolina.The word"battle™ is
used advisedly,for it was all of that,It was no short skirmish.
The struggle began in the summer of 1933 and continued vigor-
ously until November 12,1934,when the final decision was announ-
cedby Harold L. Ickes,Secretary of the Interior,appro¥ing the
North Carolina route,Even then,certain leaders in the state of
Tennessee,who had fought tenaciously to have the final two hun-
dred or so miles travers that state,endeavored vigorously to
upset the declision-but to no avail.Had Tennessee won its conten-
*1on,Western North Carolina would have been deprived of this
popular and scenic Parkway entrance to the Great Smoky Mountaing
National Park,

The people of North Carolina,and especlally citizens of
Ashevill#and all other Western North Carolina communities,real-
ized from the béginninéthe economic factors involved.For half a
centurx}he sconomy of tﬁis region was based most heavily on the
scenic vacation land this area provided.The people knew industry
and agricultural developments would continually increase,still
the tou:ist dollars would alwyys be a prime source of revenue,
So when there came a real threat that a prospective avenue that
held l1imitless possibilities of tourist popularity for all fime
would not only bypass this area,but also divert the flow of
travel to another state,the appalling disaster it would inflict
upon theq/spurred them to vigorous action.Therefore because what
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these citizens did,meant so much to the present and to the fu-
ture of this "state within a state",it seems fitting some re -
cord be made of "who,what, and how" in this great endeavor.That
is the purpose of this narrative,as mentioned in the Foreword.
It will go into detall,for one of the secrets of our success
“was  that in our strategyjdetails were never neglected.It will
also bring into focus apparently unrelated events .The campaign
was a mosaic,and many components were psychological,or politi-
cal,or persoﬁal,complementing the more outstanding parts in the -
overall pattern,such as surveys,maps,photographs,briefs,hear -
ings,publicity,official decisions,reports,resolutions etc.etc.
The Blue Ridge Parkway connects the ShenandoahiiNational
Park in Virginia with the Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
with its 507,168 acreg}roughly one.half in the state of North
Carolina,and one half in the state of Tennessee.The connect -
ing Parkwaiis the longest and most travelers say ,the most scen-
lc in America,if not in the world.Its total length is approx-
imately 49¥ miles,216.9 in Virginia.It is a continuation of
the Skyline Drive which starts at front Royal Va.,runs through
the Shenandoah National Park ending a@Rockfish Gap}a distance
of 105.4 miles.That is where the Blue Ridge Parkway begins .
The average elevation of the Parkway 1s about 3000 feet,but
at Riehlahd Badisamml 1t reaches its maximum heighth of %@%@
feet.The average width of the right of waﬁis about 850 feeg
with a greater area at strategic points for camping or rec-
reation facilities.The states of Virginia and North Carolina

> purchased all rights of way; and deeded the land to the federal




government.The exception was where the Parkway traversed Ngt-
jonal Forest areas.Originally the total cost of this project
was estimated at $30,000,000.That was in 1933.In 1955,with only
326 miles_completeéthe total cost thus far was $40,000,000.In
Feburéry of that year,Conrad L.W‘rth,Director of the National
Park Servicq,estimated another $45,000,000 would be needed to
compleﬁe the Jjob.Even inlits uncompleted statgjin this year
lgszjthe Parkway has each year carried an imposing number of
tra;elergjand with continued publicity and word of mouth praise,
its future prospects are indeed rosye.

Before going into the history of the various stages of
the enter}rise,and the wrangle over its routing,a little back-
ground of Asheville's first connection with the projects seems
proper.I am quite sure also that this was the first contact by
anyone in the state of North Carolina.On July,l%,1953 I return-
ed from a two weeks'vacation in the middle west.The next day
the late J.Quince Gllkey, of Marion,came to my office in the
Chamber of Commerce.He and I had worked together on several
area projects.He fbok from his wallet a newspaper clipping and
remarked  as he handed it to me, that as I had be en out of touch
with eastern newspapers, the item had probably escaped my atten-
tion.The item was about a stiek in length,with akmall cap head-
ing,and dated Riehmond, Va.It told of a meeting the day before
in Richmond,a Mr Theodore Straus had Suggested a sceniec high-
way be built connecting the Shenandoah National ?ark with thé
Great Syoky Mountains National Parkglong the crest of the Blue

Ridge mountains.I hahded the clipping back with the observation
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'jit was a beautiful pipe dream.¥e discussed the tremenq{ous

| problems of engineering and financingknd yet agreed, if such
a highway were built it would be a great asset to this moun-
tain region.I reread the cllipping and told Mr Gilkey I would
write Mr Straus and encourage him to go on with his 1dea, in

the hope that it might somehow be included in the many work

make projects President Roosevelt was starting,to ease the de-

pression. \ ~
1 stepped over to the telephone office and got Mr Straus'

address from the Baltimore directory.I wrote him that same after-
noon urging him to have someone close to the ﬁresident nresent
the plan to him as a possible PWA project.I also pledged Mr Straus
the support of Ashéville Chamber of Commerce and all western
Ngrth Carolina 1ﬁfurthering the project.I never recelved a re-
piyubut in his sérap book on the Farkway,Mr Straus has a mem -
orandum telling of the receipt of my letter.lLater on I was to
learn that the proposed highway was at the time I wrote,among

the make work projects being considered by District No,10 of

the Public Works Administration,covering seven southeastern
states and the District of Columbla-Virginia, North ¢arolina

and Tennessee among them.The Regional Director of the District
was Mr George L.Radcliffe,later U,S.Sgnator from Maryland, and

Mr Straus ,an engineer, was a member of his Advisory Board of
eleven,with highway matters his immediate concern.This Board

was very active and was pointed out as a model for other sec-

tions of tre nation.

There the Parkway matter rested as far as anyone 1in
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Asheville was aware.Copy of my letter to Xr Straus reposed in
the files of the Chamber of Commerég)the lone beginner of what
was later to grow into a voluminous series of correspondence
and materials connected with the Blue Ridge Parkway-all of it
burned,as previously mentioned.Ctherwlise it would be a part of
this narrative,

It was not until Sept., 1933 that any publicized action
was taken,For that I quote from a release prepared%y the Nation-
al Park Service,;in a brief history of the Blue Ridge Parkway.No
date is mentioned in this sketch,but the meeting referred to was
held Sept. 22, 1933.zuote:

"The earliest records of the Blue Ridge Parkwey date back
to the fall of 1933,when efforts were being made to set up the
project on a federal basis.As the territory through which the
arkway was po run included Virginia,North Carolina and Tenness-
ee,a coordlnation of these three states was made possible,since
they were in district #lobf the Public Works Administration un-
de#the guidance of U.S.Senator George L. Radcliffe,then regional
Advisor.During Septembeg)a meeting of the league of Virginia
Municipalities was held in Richmond Va,in the assembly chamber
in the capital building.After the meeting,at a luncheon in the
executive mansion attended by regional Director Radcliffe,Ex-
ecutive officer, Major Philip B.Fleming,Governor John Garland
Pollard,U.S.Senator Harry By;er Theodore Straus of the Publie
Norks Administration,Virginia State Enginee%J.A.Anderson and
others,the possibility of such a Parkway was proposed by Mpr
Straus and received the approval of Governor Pollard,who imme-

diately appointed a Virginia committee,requesting Sen.Byrd to
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act as its chairman.Conferences were held with Public Works Ad-
ministrator Harold L.Ickes ,Mr Thomas MacDonald,Chief of the
Bureau of FPublic Roads,Mr Arno B.Cammerer,Director of the Nat-
jonal Park Snrvicg/and on Nov. 18/19§§,Secretary Ickes notified
Director Cammerer that the President.had approved tke proposed
Parkway,connecting the Shenandoah and the Great Smoky Mountains
National Parks,on the basis that the three states of Virginia,
North Carolina and Tennessee would defray the cost of location
surveyg,and acquire and deed to the United States the rights of

way for the Parkway.

"The project was set up under the National Park Service
and the Bureau of Public Roads,in accordénce witﬁPn existing
interbureau agreement.Mr George L.Radcliffe was appointed chair-
man of an advisory committee to coordinate federal and state in- 4
terests in the project.On Dec.7?, 195§,$4,000,000 of Public works
funds were allocated for construction of the Parkway.m”

For the record, here is the full memorandum from Secretary
Ickes to Director Cammerers dated Nov, 18, 1933:

"Memo from Secretary Ickes to Director Qammerer of the
National Park Service:The President has approved the proposed
scenic Parkway connecting the Shenaddoah and Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Parks.The three states,Va.,, N.C. and Tenn.through
their appropriate officialq,have agreed to defray the cost of
location surveys,and to acquire and deed to the U.S. rights of
waf?OO feet in widtgjwhere this Parkway crosses other than fed-

erally owned lands.

"The President has also suggested that the states take

)
/

options running for a period of one year on such additional




1ands as may be indicated by the office of National Parks,for
)buildings and reservations as necessary for recreational pur-
poses.Should these options be exercised,federal funds will be
used for their purchase.lt is hoped that much of the necessary
1and can be obtained through donatlion,

"This project will be headed by your office in coopera-
tion with the Bureau of Public Roads.The surveys and locatlon
of the Parkway should be in accordance with the existing inter=-
department agreement covering the cooperative road work between
your department and the Bureau of Public Roads.I have requested
Mr George L. Hadcliffe,Regional Advisor,to act és chairman of
an advisory committee to coordinate federal and state interests

.iﬁ this project”.

As indicated in Sécretary Ickes' memorandum, our North Bar-
olina state officials had been advised of the project and had
agreed readlly to cooperate-in fact were eager and active. The
Asheville Chamber of Commerce had been conferring with the high-
way officiels, but there was not much that could be done at this
stage except talHMr John Geary was President of the Chamber when
the project was first mentioned in 193§/but it was being watched.
Mr Ottis Green became President beginning with 1934, just as the
subject was taking on more form. |

When announcement was maede that President Roosevelt had
approved the Parkway idea,Mr George #f Stephens came to my office
and volunteered to serve in eny cepacity we felt would be nelp-‘
Tul. My Stephens had had a successful business career in Charlotte

prior tormoying to Asheville.He had wide interests in this city,

¥ Jand pad also been active in many movements for civic progress.He




(ﬂ%'as widely acquainted throughout the state,and an intimate
Jfriend of Governor J.C.B. Ehringhausand other state officers
and leaders.l suggested to President Green he appoint Mr
Stephens Chairman of a Parkway committee,and leave 1t to
the Chairman to select other members for his committee as he
found desireable.The appointment was made;but no other ‘mem-
bers were ever selected, Mr Stephené and I were in almost dally
conference.Ne called upon other citizens from time to time
for advice or some particuler service and always had most hearty
cooperation.

Mr Stephens and I met with the State Eighway Commission
in Ralelgh several timesﬁhen that body was mapping out North
Carolina's participation.The first problem then to solve was
what route should this state present as its officlial designa-
‘tion.Governor Ehringhaus was present st these confsrences and
was in full asgreement when the bold decision was made)that ir
the Parkway was to be the scenic route expectedjit must traverse
not only the Blue Ridge,but continue along the Blacks{Mount
Mitchell),the Cragglies,thesPmisedms, and into the Smoky Mountains
Park on tre North Carolina side.This of course was what Ashe-
ville and western counties had been urging.The thinking and the
planning in Washington had been that the Parkway would enter the
state from Virginia at Low Gap, thence along the crest to the
viecinity of Grandfather Mountain;veer-past Roan Mounteain into
“the Unakanhn Tennesseg,and end at Gatlinburg)already the west-
ern entrance to the Great Smoky Mountasins National Park.Thus
\North Carolina s dec*sion"flung down the gauntlet" and the bat-

tle for the Parkway was on.
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Here is the line up of the obstféles that conrrqnt;d us.
In perspective,viewed now a quarter of a century later,our goal
seems as unattainable as it d4id at that time.¥e had no 1llusions.
We did not underestimate the gigantic task we facéd.First was‘the
Presidential directive that the Parkway was to travefse the three
states of Virginia,North Carolina and Tennessee.No President likes
to alter a proclemation he has authorized-that was especially so ?$
with F.D.R.We had a National Park Service more friendly to Tenn-
esse%always than to North Carolina.(T%at was probably our own
fault in not demonstrating the same warmpth of friendship as did
the people of Knoxville when the Smoky Mountelins Park first be-
came a member of the National Park system.That friendship gave
the Park headquarters to Tennessee,ill this despite the fact that
Asheville citizens had been foremost in suggesting this Park- in ;%
fact the idea was born here,)

The Bursau of Public Roeds was unfriendly.The advice of/ED
their engineers had been basic in the federal proposal and they
had n_o intention of retreating from that position.The officials i}
of District #10 P.W.A.had submitted the original plag)and were
determined it should be unchanged ,and travers the three states
as outlined.In addition we recognized that in Washington,Tennessee
had powerful political influence,probably a slight edge on that

of our own state.In the face of all thi§,what possible chance

o et b AR e G

had Western North Céroliniof getting the Parkway routed through

this area when other factors than scenic beauty entered the equa-

sion,

If I may be permitted,this very personal reference will g

demonstrate that we did not underestimate our situation. VYery




_ Parkway lq

early in the campalgn,President Greeﬁ?sked some fifteen men
to meet at the Chamber of Commerce for consultation.There were
present three or four from Waynesville Mr Stephéé, Mr Charles
Webb,of the Citizen,the Mayor of Asheville,Mr Gilkey,and some
others whose names escape me.Mr Frank Miller,district Highway
Commissioner told what the state had done and was doing.Presi-
dent Green and Mr Stephens detailled what‘the Chamber was doing
and the lines planned.Mr Webb pledged full cooperation on the
news front.All phases of the situation were discussea and sug- 
-gestions came from many.There was complete unity of opinion.I
thought there was too much optimism so,just as the meeting
closed ;I summed up the opposition as I have outlined it above,
I asserted we should face the fact that we were licked before

we began,.,But as dedicated citizens we should roll up our sleeves

and fight;prepare our case as completely and detailed as possi-
ble;enlist the support of the entire state through newspapers,
Chambers of Commerce and leading citlzens;persuade our entire
congressional delegation to be intensely active;knowing all the
time the odds were against us, but hpping that somewhere along
the line,Tennessee would let its foot slip and we might get a
toe hold and somewhere find a leverage to turn the tide in our
favor.God had given us the better scenery,but man's stragegy

and energy had to win the Parkway.

Immediately after the official state decision to press
for the Parkway to travers the western counties,with its exact
,locatidn still up in the air,we were confronted with some irri-
tating problems.is in all public works certain individuals thought

\/}hey Saw an opportunity to cash injand get for thelr particular
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area the bensfits that wbuld acerue.Within certain limits that
is a laudable attitude e were approached openly by some of
these,but some we discovered were doing a bit of under cover
maneuvering.Some of these suggestions we accepted and placed
on flle.Some we 1nformquas politely as posslble, we were pos~
itive}heir plan could not possibly be considered-because of
geographic reasons.In most instances our disposition of the
proposals were accepted,possibly not relished, bdbut accepted.
There were a few instances, however,where our suggestions were
being disregarded.This we felt was undermining the splendid
solidarity of the area.We always found means to persuade or
exert pressure that solved the problem.Iron hands are sometimes
ﬁecessary.

There was no disagreement that the Parkway route would
take in Lineville Falls, Little Switzerland,the Blacks, (Mount
Mitchell) ,and the Craggles,thus bringing it to the edge of
Asheville,From there a bee line to Soco Gap,or skirting Pis-
gah.via Lake Junalusk@yere suggested.In fact,some time later,
federal surveyors flagged a route running just north of Ashe=-
ville to the Park boundry.

Mr Frank Miller of Waynesville,Highway Commissioner of
District #10,had discussed with me the possibility of extend-

Ing the route along the crest of the Balsams,at that time an

;'almost impenetrable region.That would extend the mileage and
y.8reatly increase the cost,but would add some wonderful rugged

i 8cenery.Mr Miller and Mr Getty Browning, Chief Locating Engi-

heéer of the state Highway Department,prepared a maélocating

Fhisyroute,and later Mr Miller with Mr Charles Ray, represent-

8 the Waynesville Chamber of Commerce,brought the map to my
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office and asked if the Chamber of Commerce would approve igj
and recommend its adoption by the State Highway Department.The
chember readily agreed.That route became our stafe’s propesal

to the federal government.Mr Ray had been quite active in many
conferences,and other ways,from the earller days of the Parkway
projecp)and he continued most energetic all the way through the
long fight.We held conferences on various features of the cam-
paign#very few days.

When the Asheville Chamber of Commerce Board approved thee
route)they instructed me to go the limit in suppost of our state
officialsﬁn every way possible,They attached no check rein upon
my activity.I was given throughout the widest possible latitude
and could act with authoritybwithout having to go to the Board
for special permission.0f course at each Board meeting 1 reviewed
the situation)and in between had frequent conferences with the
Fresident,Mr Green.And I desire to add here)thaéMayor Wambolt and
members of the city council were in full accord with this author-
ity,as‘were the Buncombe Counrty Commissioners.ind I am very glad
to testify,also,that the citizens of isheville, and Western North
Carolinéwere a unit in supporting the (Chamber of Commerce in its
leadership in the campaign.,With such udity at home,it was much
easler to enlist the support of the state at large, ‘
After the State Highway Department and the Governor had
approved the route;Governor Ehringhaus appointed a citizens
committee to assistg,as occasion permitted,with the state offi-
cials.This committee was called The Horth Carolina Federal Pgrk-

way Committee.Mr Quince Gilkey,of Marion, was made Chairman. The
: » /
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other members were:R.L.Gwynn,Lenoir, Secretary,;U.S.Senator Rob-
ert R.Reynolds,U.S.Senator Josiah W.Bailey;,Congressman Robert
L.Doughton,Laurel Springs,Reuben B.,Robertson,isheville;Francis
Clarkson,Charlotte,Charles Hutchins,Burnsville; and John P.Ran-
dolph, Bryson City.No funds were appropriated for this committee
and I am positive the committee never held any formal meetings.
The Asheville Chamber of Commerce paid for some stationﬁ"i‘yJ and

I kept a plentiful supply and,with the consent of the Chairman,

I used 1t as necessary for corresondence , and wrote many letters
for him.Upon several occasions, the Chamber also pald traveling
expenses of the Chalrman.Members of the comhittee were very active
personally,those in Washington exceedingly so,and some of the
others were in frequent conference with us in Acheville,They also
atttended hearings and 1ndividually did splendid worke.

| There were numerous "tight spots™ encountered in shaping

up a united front.Two of them,not previously mentioned)might serve
as examples of how such things were handled and the outcome very
satlsfactory.When 1t was proposed the Parkway enter the famous

Biltmore Estate,and .run a conslderable distance through that pro-

perty,our leaders were considerably disturbed,because the Bilt-
- more Esatate officials had on several occaslons,rejected propos-
. ed incursions on the property.It wanted no encroachment that might
. threaten its privacy,or interfere with the more than a dTecade
of its use as an outstanding tourist attraction for Asheville,
That use,by the way,had been granted at the request of the Cham-
ber of Commerce early in my managerial administration.Personally

L coula not disagree with some of the earlier refusals that gave
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a veto to attempts to occupy portions of the Estate for some
community use.Now here was another 1ldea,more extensive in its
implications,and it was with considerable trepidation that 1
asked for a conference with 4Judge Junius G,Adams,President of
Biltmore Estates.l informed him of the tentative plans for routing
the Parkway through the Estate and showed him on a map the pro-
bable entrance and exit.I could give him few details as the whole
matter was still prospective,He asked if the route would run near
Biltmore House,and I told him the thought was it would be gquite a
distance away.Judge Admas sald he realized the treme ndious advan-
tages the Parkway would be to Ashevillejand sald that if and when
more details had been developed,and it was found no damage would
be méde to the beauty of the famous House and Gardens,he saw no
reason why permission for using a portion of the grounds should
mest with objection.So that particular hurdle did not prove too
rough.,

There was another however, that could have been disaster-
ous,N¥hat line would the survey follow from near Mount Mitchell,
over the Craggies to Agheville?0Originally the thought in Aghe -

ville had been the route would have been fairly close to Mount

Mitchell,and probably run along the horth of the Cragglies,so as
to avoid the 20,000 acre water shed of the city of Asheville,

- When we learned the federal surveyors were planning a route from
! Black Gap, about six miles from :Mount Mitchell,along and through
8bout nine miles of the watershed,we were very disturbed. This
watershed had always been most carefully guarded and protected,

8nd to propose a boulevard ,that would be heavily traveled, was
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an invasion that threatened the health of the city and county
water purity.We questioned whether this routing was the best
engineering,or a designed challenge to Asheville,If we raised
objectlon and demanded a change in routing,that would provide
an excuse to veer the Parkway farther away from Asheville and
possibly eliminate the Balsalms entirely.Tﬁat would provide
another argument to bolster the Tennessee proposal,.To add to
our complication,word had come to me that Dr Carl V. Reynolds,
North Carolina Health officer,was preparing to oppose the use
of watershed lands.He was a stubborn fighter as_I had had reason
to know froﬁ praevious tangles.He was a most compétant guardian
of all phases touching the health of his state.Furthermore =
promingnt and capable englineer of Ashéville) I was told)was
waiting for Dr Reynolds tdmake the first move,and then start
a campaign herehn opposition.to encroachment on the watershed.
Our strategists decided our first move should be to get
the condent of the Asheville officials.Mr Browning and I had a
long conference with the City Manager, Mr Pat., M.,Burdette, Mr
Burdette had many questions to ask particularly as to how well "
modern engineering could eliminate the hazgards to contamina-
tlon from a heavily traveled highway,surface wash,scars of con-
struction, 1litter,and things of that sort.Mr fBrowning was fully
prepared for those qiestions and gave the City Manager detalls
of construction and protective measures that were found safe,
Mr Burdette said he would bring the matter to the city Commiss-
ioners attention at the next meeting,and would explain the pro-

tective methods advanced by Mr Browning.We also advised him of




Parkway 16

the danger of playing into the hands of Tennessee should we
engage in a battle among ourselves.It was a great relief to
all of us when hhe city fathers later decided the engineering
precautions would protect the water purity a'nd consented to
the right of way in and along the water shed.

There still remained Dr Reynolds to be contacted.Thepham-
ber of Commerce regarded this of sufficient gravity that President
Green called a special meeting of the.Directors to consider it
and the threatened local opposition.First move was to find out

what the State Health Officer thought about the projected route

along the water shed .Next step to seek an avenue of persuasiog
should that be necessary.Who best could talk to Dr Reynolds in-
timately.,and in whose judgement he would have great confidence,
Several indifiduals were suggested but it was finally agreed

that Judge Adams would be our best representative,fspscially so

since he had himself considered hazards and dangers and had ap-
proved a route through Biltmore Estate,placing his reliance on

engineering protectioﬁPresident Green phoned the Judge asking

him to step across the street to confer with the Directors.The

meeting was being held in secret in the Board room of the Wacho-
"via bank.After the problem had been presented to Judge Adams he
said he d4id not have any closer relations with Dr gpynolds than
many other citizeng@ut if the Directors desired he would go to
Raléigh next day .Upon his return he reported that Dr Reynolds

had no Intention of interfering in the situation provided the
¢ity officials of Asheville were convinced the danger of con-

tamination would be minimized by competant engineering methods
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and that pledges for such provisionslbe incorporated in any

agreements entered into by the state and the federal govern-
ment.That eliminated another possible road block.Nothing more
was heard of a local opposition group.

There'was no division of opinion in Vfrginia concerning
the route the Parkway was to follow.is North Carolina and Tenn-
esseepad conflicting and diverging routes,Chairman Rgdcliffee“
of the special committee appointed by Secretary Ickes,sﬁmmonéﬁ
these states to appear before the committee in Baltimore and
present their claims.North Carolina was éeard on Feb,6, 1934,
and Yennessee on Feb, 7.At the raquest of Chairman Gilkey,of
the North Carolina Parkway committee I wrote a bdbrief setting
forth the main argwyment of our state,describing and detailing
the chlef scenic landmarks along our proposed route,and telling

) of the recreational advantagesalready provided along its routgj
and the ample available accomodations for the comfort and conven-
ience of those who would travel the Parkway.The Chamber of Com~-
merce paid for the printing of this brief ,and they were distri-
buted not only to the members of Mr Radcliffee's committee)but
this same brief was useéthroughout as a part of our state's offi-~
cial presentation.It was also sent throughout the state as part
of our campaign&o enlist support of all Sections in this wunited
effort.A copy of this brief is filed with this manuscript,along
with certain lettersyhich belong to a narrative of this histor-

ical controversy.

We very carefully and thoroughly orepared our case for

this Baltimore héaring.Governor #hringhaus and Chairman Jeffres

of the Highway Commission had commissioned Mr Getty Browning to
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assemble what exhibits and enlarged maps were best suited to
Jakerthe most favorable impression.It was spectacular and very
impressive.Mr Browning was in fact,from the beginning,the liason
man betwesn the state officials and those of us in Western North
Carolina who were engineering our part in the campaign.Therefore
Mr Browning spent a great portion of his time conferring and plan-
ning with us.The program of speakers,the subject matter,all phases
of our presentation, was carefdlly arranged,and organized.

Mr Ratecliffee presided.The other two members of his com-
mittee were Mr Arno B.Ceammerer,Director of the National Park Ser-
vice)and Mr Thomas MacDonald,Chief of the Bureau of Public Roads,
éssisting as consultants were Mr Theodore Straus,member of Dis-
trict #10 P.W.A.board and Mr C.D.Clark,landscape architect . and
éAbel Wolman consultant with the district board.There was a splen-
vdid representation of official and non official Nortﬂparolinians
headed by Ggvernor Ehringhaus.The hearing lasted several hours,Our
group felt we had made out a ver_y impressive case,.(f course no
immediate comment was made by the hearing committee,their report
was to come later as Tennessee was yet to be heard.Observing at
the hearing wére several others who later on played important roles
in the Parkway battle;Thomas C.Vint,Chief Landscape @QM‘%* of
the National Park Service,Stanley W. Abbott,Resident Landscape
Architect,Col.J.N.S.Waring,R.Howard Blankall, of Baltimordgnd
members of the Regional PWA board. : | c.

% Both our U.S.Sénators were ﬁresent,Josiah Bailey and

Rovert Reynolds.Congressmen present were;Zebulon Weaver ,Robert

. ’Douehton,William B. Umstesd,s.L.Bulwinkle,Frenklin Eancock.
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Chairmsn Gilkey and the following members of his committee
;ere there:R.L.Gwynn,Reuben B.Robertson,J.P.Randolph,Francis
¢.Clarkson,Charles Hutchins.Chairman E.B.Jeffress and tre
following members of his commission:Frank W.Miller, and W.C.
Woodward ;as was former Highway Chairman,Frank Page,of Haleigh.
Others in the Tar Heel deiegqtioﬁ were:George M. Stephens,John
Bohanan,and Francis Heazel of Agheville;General Albert D. Cox
of Raleigh and Washington,G;C.Robbins and Nelson Mace of Blow-
ing Rock, and Robeft McKee reporter of the Asheville Citizen .
4 number of the Tennessee delegation and several men from Vir-
ginia;sat‘in on the hearing,but did not participate.

| 2fter considering the two proposals for a few wéeks,the
Hadcliffex committee decided to make a personal inspection tour
f the proposed routes before making its report.,Some of the
terraln had only poor mountz2in roads which would be difficult
to travel even in summer,much less in this month of March when
snow and ice were sure to be enuountered,especially at the high-
er elsvations.Only that portion as far as Asheville was included
in the inspection.On March 23 the inspection party left Roanoke
Va.in 15 autos and trucks-sgome federql ,but most furnished by
the North Carolina Highway Pepartment with drivers accustoméd
to mountain traveling.In the party were engineers, and lendscape
archtects from the National Park Service and the Bureau of Public
Roads,some North Carolina Highway commissioners and emgineers ,
§9me'membefs of the N.C.Parkway committee,representatives of the
PAA district #19 board,and representatives from the asheville
C*i}ber of Commerce.

This inspection trip really became a highway nightmare,
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The cavaicade followed the approximate route along the crest
of tke Blue Ridge in Virginia via paralel highways and side
roads,entering North Carolina at near Low Gap.At about that
point a severe snow storm-the worst of the winter-hit them.
Their proposed night stop had been arranged at a hotel in
Blowing Rock,but't&é weather was so cold and tre golng so
difficult,they were glad to reach shelter at Boone when night
fell,

l'he following day,March 24 ,was no better,even worse .Snow &
and ice coated all roadways making progress almost iﬁpossible.
More snow was falling,sleet and fog added to the confusion.One
of the objectives was Mount Mitchell.The party could not make
it.They did reach Little Switcherland,but when they reached
Buck Creek Gaﬁ they were forced to abandon the inspection and
decided to try to make Asheville via lake Tahoma,thus bypassing
Mount Mitchell and the Craggies,

A reception group of city, county and Chamber of Commerce
officials awaited them at Grove Park Inn where accomodations for
the party's lodging had been arranged.®We knew they would be ex-
tremely weary and half frozen so had provided some essential
stimulants,.The day here in Asheville had been dark with inter-
mitt&nt snowing.Long after the hour of their expected arrival
had passed,with no word of course from them,fear was expressed
for their safety.it long last the first snow and ice covered
mqmbers of the party entered the big lobby with its two huge
flre places blazing brightly.They were a bedraggled lot.Some

Were so weary they could scarcely walk and all were chilled to
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the bone.Soon as.they could clean up and change to dry cloth-
inéwe whisked them to the Biltmore Forestchﬁgii(erémr Reuben
Robertson,member of the N.C.Parkway committee,was host at a
hearty and sustaining dinner,

Those intrepid individuals who made that historic trip
of 200 miles)including side trips,under such adverse weather
conditions,deserve more recognition than just being names on
a list,.Here is the rester and I believe it omits no one.,From
the federal agencies there were:H.J.Spelman,and W.M.Austin of
the bureau of Public Roads;T.C.Vint,Chief landscape Architect,
and Stanley Abbott,Resident Landscape architect_ of the National
Parl Service;V.Roswell Ludgate,landscape A’t‘ﬂ'&&# of the Great

Smoky Mountains National Park;Theodore E,Straus,engineer , and

A
Col.Gilmore D.Clark,landscape engineer with Vistrict #10 PWA;
Chairman E.B.Jeffress,R.Getty Browning,Chief Lécafing Engineer,
John C.Walker,Chief Engineer of the Western North Carolina
district #10,Frank Mfller,#lo Commissioner,J.H.Council oﬁBoone
and Ross Sigmon, of Salisburykommissioners of the N.C.Hyghway
Department;B.B.Marsh)ﬁéyne Morgan,S.C.Austin N.C.Highway Engi-
neers;Chairman Gilkey and R.L.Guynn of N,.,C.Federal Parkway com-
mittee;George M.Stephens,Chairmen Parkway committee of the Ashe-
vill Chamber of Commerce.ilso in the party were Frank W.Webster,
Chairman)and engineer Briggs Smith of the Tennessee Highway
Commission.Others who were members of the party in and around

Blowing Rock but who did not continue on to Asheville were;Judge

Heriot Clarkson)of Charlotte ,Grady Farthing C.D.Franklin and W.
‘R.Love]l of Blowing Rock.




.~ Parkway 22

N | ~ In addition to the above,those present at the Biltmore
) 4 “ Co [ bbvu.'

L | Forestlgluﬂ dinner were;Ottls Green Président,and Fred L. §°°d’

b 1=

Manager of the Asheville Chamber of Commerce,Grady Reagen,Chall
man of the Buncombe County Commissioners,George L.Hackney,ashc““

City Manager,Don Elias, Robert Lathan,and Robert H.McKee,of the

ol Al Ty e O e

Asheville Citizen,Francis J.Heazel, and Qeorge Myers StephonSAN

N

Robertson was Toastmaster and introduced all present,and called

on several of the visitors to give thelr impressions of the day'?

R i it et

endurance test,compl%penting them upon their fortitude and inve?
t%?ative loyalty under so unfavorable climatic conditions.ﬁe\ni*e
especially that the ¥ashington and Baltimore investigators retW'”
when the beauty they had journeyed to see,was not obscured by an™®

andélouds,rain, hail and fog.

later,in the month of aApril,the Washingtom officials arra®

|
it
n

ged for an aerial view of the two contesting routes,but agsain tee

weather prevented.,It was not until late in Nay thrat their enshw'rﬁ

landscape speclalists,and others on the Radcliffee committes, wer?
able to make the inspection desired.It was during this period tha!
& compromise plan was devisied-namely a combination route,shifthﬁ
across from the Blue Ridge near Linville Falls to the UnAka range
beyond Roean mountain.As part of this plan,the actual entrance t©
the Great Smoky Mountains Park was to encompass a loop route at
.the north#rn end of the Park,a part of which would be in the state
. OF North Carolina,I{ was at that time also that there was injec-

- ted into the Parkway picture,an alteration of the original purpos¢
§°f the project,which was scenic beauty.Now there was discussion

" of an exprosﬁtypo of highway which the less rugged Tennessee ter-
. rain woulg provide,.
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This change in thinking we in North Carolina %ﬁhrged
as another evidence of favoritism to Tennessee-an acknowledge-
ment too, of our scenic advantage.Sometime about this time, Mr
Cammerer came to my office in the Chamber of Commerce.lI had no
advance notice of his vislt,We of course knew each other well,
and had conferred on many occasions,always harmoniously)cxcept
on this matter of the Parkway.It so happened that Mr Thomas Raou;
Treasurer of the Smoky Mountains Park N.C.Commissionjand also a

was in my office,

member of Governor Ehringhaus' Parkway committegQBe knew Mr Cam-
merer well , Mr Cammerer quickly brought the conversation around to
the Parkway controversy.l was well aware just where he stood as
between the two states.He was for Tennessee.He sald, and I believe
most sincerely,that he wanted to end the controversy.He proposed
this compromise to me.,¥hy not route the Parkway a little to the
north of Asheville,and then run it northwestward to enter the
Park somewhere ﬁearer the Tennessee boundry than would be the
case 1f we routed it over Pisgah and the Balsalms.That would give
Asheville access,;and would be a better break for Tennesses.

I told him frankly I knew that compromise idea would not be

‘acceptablﬁto our people,Ne were united on the route we had proposed,

nd intended to press to the finish for ité acceptance.He said you
flow you rave a harad Tight on your hands,and I admitted we were

11 aware of that fact.He mentioned the Roosevelt directive that
Rtidessee should have a portion of the route,and wanted to know

® hoped to get around that.He also mentioned the great poli-
8l power Tennessee had in Washington.If we would yield a little,

Plan might pe worked out to compose the differences,l reiter-

ould not' consider any compromise.
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" Mr Cammerer was not angry.Neither was I.But he d4id not con-
ceal his disappointment that his compromise pian had been so firm-
ly rejected .His exit was rather chilly.During this verbal exchanégj
Mr Raoul never said a word but his face showed concern.When we were
alone jhe remarked I had been rather short and vigomous in talking
to one who held such high position.I told Mr Raoul I wanted the
fark Director to know exactly where we stoodjand that we were tak-
ing him on as well as the others who were favoring Tennessee, Mr
Raoul agreed we should meke no compromise,l am sure he did not
think me too pugnatious,for later on,when we had won the fight, he
wrote and presented a resolution adopted by the Agheville Civitan
club,expressing appreclation to the Chamber of Commerce for its
work in obtalndfl the Parkway and was kind enough to name me person-
allyfor commendation.

On July 19 1984 ,Secretary Ickes announced the approval of
the Parkway route from Jarman'S$ Gap to the James rivep}and from
Adney Gap to Blowing Rock, N.C.This order permitted start of the
surveys ;to be followed by inltial constructioq)in the northern
portion of the Parkway in Virginia.

We realized all along that President Roosevelt would have
to alter his original directive before our proposed route,along
the Balsalms to Soco Gap,could be approved.is one means of bring-
ing our cause to his personal attention,and impressing him of our

P
Toute's superior scenic beauty,we decided to prepare an albumn

Of photographs and present it to him,It was not to be an ordinary
~affair,but exquisite,unique and comprehensive-and that also meant
) °Xpensive.It is telling no tales out of school to remark that this

DParticular period was in the depth of the depression and our Chamber
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of Commerce revenue had shrunk to the vanishing point. We did
econbmize as best we could on general actibities,and even on
the Parkway battle,which we financed locally,we were forced to
refrain from many things which ordinarily we would have done.
This albumn was planngd to be something extra special.And it was,.
First we sorted over the }arge collection of mountain photo-
graphs,made through thke years by George Masa,famous pioneer ,who
roamed this area thorouchly with his cameras.Then we combed thrbugh
the splendid scenic collection of Elliott Lyman Fisher, artistic
photographer we had persuaded to come to Asheville from Alaska.
There were some scenes along the proposed route which had nsver
been photographed,so Mr Fisher spent several days of arduous la-
bor taking these views-® far from highways.Ne selected about twené
tyfiveps outstanding representative.Vr Fisher obteined some special
deluxe sensitized paper-a recent producteAll prints had to be en-
larged a trifle)and each photograph was therefore a single page
in tte book.a commercial artist hand lettered the title on each
page, and also the carefully worded presentation addressed to tne

President.Mr Frank Berber, of the Inland Press,bound tre albumn

iIn genuine red Morocco legther,and stamped in gold 6n the cover,
vwas Franklin Deleno Roossvelt.In a pocket,on the inside of the

;i back cover ,was a speclally drawn relief map prepared by the North
Carolina highway engineers-very artistic and impressive.,Also in
ﬁfhe albumn was tre official brief I had written for our various’
?hﬁarings,

Mr Marvin Mac Intyre,one of the President’'s secretarles,

Tormer Ashevilie resident,and throughout most heaslpful to our
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cause in many ways,arranged an appointment with the President
for the presentetion of this albumn.In the group trat went to
the N¥hite House for this ceremony were:Governor Ehringhaus,Mr
Géorge Stephens, Congressmen Zebulon Weaver and Robert Doughton,
and Mr Charles Webb, of the Asheville Citizen.The President com-
mented on the eéegance of the book,read the inscription,remarked

upon the grest beauty oﬁ the scenes shown,and astonished the group

J
with his familiarity“@fiéome of the places pictured.We felt we’had'
at least got one foot inside the door through this personal con-
tacte.

For us,in North Carolina,this was an exasperating period
of waiting.The Radcliffe committee report had not been made,_gr
if made,had not been released.In fact, the copy I have of it has
no date,but 1ts release,as will later be told,came at a dramatic
moment.lhese weeks meant for us Intensive and persistent work,
much of it under cover activity.,The core of strategy centered in
Mr Browning and myself.Mr Browning made frequesnt trips to Wash-
ington)where he conferred with our two Senators,ﬁith Congressmen
Neaver and Doughton,National Park and Bureau of Public Roads of-
ficials.He had a wide acquaintence among lesser personel in these
federal bureaus from whom he gathered c_onsiderable information
and hints,that were valuabie clues as to the thinking and purpo-
Sés of those higher up.He was in Asheville almost as much as he
was in Raleigh.llis state wide highway work , during this period,
was largely delegated to his assistants,His superiors regarded '
the Parkxway as his prime activity,and Mr Brownlng was given a

free hand,

All his information,and all we in the west had,we two
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;ﬁ,ged and

evaluated mostly in conferences in his hotel room hers,
.ometimes-lasting long after midnight.All the moves being conduct-
sed,no matter by whom or where,were scrutinized.Road

.4.or propo
ylocks-and they were plentiful-were approached from all angles and
rarious solutions were welighed and when we found what we hoped
rould be our best proceedure,he carried to Raleigh or wWashington,
nd I passed on to our local ieaders.Conversely suggestions from
;tate officials and our numerous western area advisors we analysed
xnd»tested as to effectiveness in the over all campaign.There were
;acret activities being carried on that we did not dare disclose.
:gtween us-even 1f otherwlse disposed-all cards had to be put on
he nable faces up.These long and patient conferences,ssearching
or solutions to our problemsypaid off 1n complete harmony,locally
nujin Raleigh,No cross purpose currents were flowing and therein
a8 the secret of our effective campalign.

A few months after the rugged March inspection trip, our
tate Highway Chairman,Mr E.B.Jeffress was taken seriously 111,
nd resigned his position.VMr Jefferess ,a native of Buncombe
ounty had always been keenly interested in transportation facil-
ties in #estern North Carolina.isheville was especlally grete -
ul when the state at his suggestion took over the Elk Mountain
cenic Drive and improved it.When the Parkway was projected he
‘1suvatized this highway as a short connecting link for easy ac-
ess into asheville,which it is.From the beginning he was very
nthusiastic for e,xtending the Parkway along the route it now
ollows.,With ¥r Browning he walked along the mountains from Blow-

)
Db Rock to isheville exploring the engineering problems.later
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B;Jkning walked over that portion not included In prior ex-
rations which gave him a vast store of factual information

ch was- to be of tremendious importance Iin the officisl hearings.
Dynlap,who succeeded Mr Jeffress as Chairman,was equally loyal
the North Carolina campaign;but his entrance during its progress,
vented him from having a thorough knowledge of all its ramifica-
1s.Very wisely he relied upon Mr Browning and continued to give
unstinted support.

After Secretary I®kes officially established a portion of
route in North Carolina,we felt his next move would be to sum-
both states to a hearing before himselqkhere their respective
josals woulé be presented,just as had been done in Baltimore.The
‘etary had given'no intimation as to his next move,In the meanw:

2 in the agheville Chamber of Commerece had been very busy
weeks encouraging all sections of North Carolina to line up
vely behind our state's fight,

Cur progream was a combination of educatioq,and an ﬁrge
enthusiasm in a statewid%undertaking.ﬁe had newspaper mats

of the Highway department maps, showing the location of the
ejstories of the planjyand what had been done;mats of some of
outstanding scenic features;stories of what the economic ef-

to the state as a whole would besthe revenue from the travel
8tc.These were sent to the newspapers of the state, daily and
1ly,and we received a remarkab%a,favorable response.letters
President Green and myself,went to all Che_ mbers of Commerce

/7

esting them to adopt resolutions,endorsing the North Carolina
) :

€ Jbe sent to Secretary Ickes, and al@o that they urge offici-

their congressman to ddall he could to get an endorsement of

2?°j°°t-Most of these organizations cooperated heartily.We also




a steady flow of letters to our congressional delegatlon,

ing them informed,in a general way,of the progress of the

1ign so they would realize we considered their assistance

L to our cause,It was,and they responded splendidly.That this
Lcity)and the cooperative result was a big success,was amply
1strated when Mr Ickes di1d call for a hearing,and in many other
"ul ways.

During this waiting period we perfected our presentation
‘1t.The one at Baltimore had been splendid,but we added to the
to be presented verbally,statistics showing the immense sums
ney the federal government had allocated to Tennessee and the
14£ive meagre funds North Carolina had received.This proved
nsiderable value,as will be disclosed later.lMr Browning found
aterial to strengthen his factual and engineering arguments,
clded to prepare a striking and impressilve pictorial exhibi@,
sreatly enlarged photographs which required oversized print
.We used@ some of those photographs shown in Baltimore but there
some decidedly beauty spots never before photographed which Mr
ing had observed on his tramps,and these we decided to get.The
Highway Department furnished the trucks and driverspand the
il1le Chamber of Commerce arranged for the photographer.lay alt

day after laboriously reaching those high altitude locationms,
Tty encountered fogs and clouds.Finally came a day of friendly
:rfect atmospheric conditions and these superb scenes were ob-
VQ4A all ten photographs ,blown to 20 by 24 inches,were mounted
.fﬁ,but.attgractivq)ply board,so they would withstand handling

‘uld be used on easels or hung, whichever would best facllitate

P
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At last Secretary Ickes announced he was coming to aAshe-
ville to hear both states present their arguments.That produced
fireworks.Tennessee loudly objected ,declaring Norfh Carolin%,in
such a setting}would\have a decided advantage.Senatggféélller of
Tennessee was quite violent.So Secretary Ickes called the meeting
in Washington and set the date,Sept. l5,1n the Interior building,
and icily declared he would not make a personal inspectﬁon of ei-
ther route,thuse eliminating any accusation of favoritism.

Senator Reynolds was the one in Washington specifically
charged with contacting Secretary Ickes regarding the hearing.He
telephoned me immediately when advised of the altered plans.As

soon as we finished our conversation,l got Governor Ehringhaus on

}the phon%and relayed the conversation with the Senatorpand said I

hoped the Ggvernor's schedule would not conflict,The Gihernor was

quick in saying:"Mr Weede,the G#vernor of the State of North Car-

plindyould not permit any engagement of any kind to interfere with

a meeting which means so much to this state.Furthermore I want you

to know that a large delegation of our state officers will accompany
me to Washington) and all of us will fit ourselves into any plan

you folks make and serve in whatever manner you think will best proe

mote our interest™.And Governor Ehringhaus d4i1d just that,and that
same spirit was uppermost all throughout our campaign,as regards
our state's 6hief Executive,
- Personally I-do not blame Tennesse#%or objecting to having
the hearing in A¥heville.I can reveal now that we were going to have
~¢guch a tremendious crowd attending that hearingpt would have overrun
. any available spot,including either McCormick Field or Memorial Sta-

.. Qlum-in fact it would have been a larger gathering,¢hi city has
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ever assembled.Vestern North Carolina was on fire,and they would

have turned out in such numbers it would have ovei:Whelmed Secre-
tary Ickes.

So the shift of the hearing from Asheville, to ashington ;T
forced us radically to change our plans.We asked Senator Keynolds
to come to Asheville for a conference.Some fifteen of our leaders

met with him at the Chember of Commerce.It was only natural that

» M ) {
our crowd psychology should shift from Agheville to Washington.The l
main decision was to arrange for a large delegation to go by special

train to the nation's capitol.lhis train would pick up other parties

along the line,including the Governot and other state officlals.Sen-
ator Reynolds suggested that Asheville Postmaster,Wythe Feyton, be

asked to head the committee whose job would be to sign up the large:=

st possible delegation from all the counties in the western rarea. %
Mr Peyton consented and an energetic Chalirman he proved to be.He
selected his own committee-Ottis Green,Hiden Ramsey,W.T.Morris,John

J.Curran,Jack Woodcock,Joseph Dave,Richard lLoughran,z:d Scott Rad-

eker,and Burnham Colburn,

This committee was very active, the Chairman especially S0y

meking ,with members of his group,many trips to Q:prrounding counties,
getting pledges of participation.Asheville particularly had not seen
Such excitement in recent years,if ever.The Chamber of Commerce sent
invitations to all other Chambers in the state to joiﬁ in the™march
to Washington".Letters were sent to hundreds of leading citizens

throughout the state urging them to attend the hearing.The response

We received was very heartening.wg.knew we would have a large atten-

dence and 1t would be state wide in character.'he many weeks of
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intensive publiéity anqurging for united actio%had borne fruit in
a state wide effort that surpassed any thing of tre sort in recent
years. |

Then came the hearing,so long awaited.Knowing ﬁ:he small
room originally designated by the Secretary for the presentation
would not begin to hol‘,the crowd North Carolina 1tself would havg,
much less augmented by the Tennessee representatives,we asked for
and got ,a change to the biggest auditorium in the Department of

Inlerior

Rexenwe blilding.

All along,in our planning,we always considered the small-
est details,left nothing to chance.So in keeping with our methods,
Mr Browning, Mr Stephens and myself went to ¥ashington a day ahead =
of tke hearing to check on everything.We visited the auditorium and
studied the stage and mapped out how and where our pictorial exhi-
bits should be plag@ed to best advantage.Ve met with congressm&h
Weaver and Doughton in the latter's office and reviewed our plans
and progrem previously arrranged.iie were told that a very large
delegation from Tennessee was expected.Knowing the size of our own

group,and estimating the probable capacity of the auditorium,I de-~

cided to send a telegram to President Green ), who was in charge of

our special train,to be resd in all pullmans,telling of the propos-
ed preliminary meeting we had arranged in the big Ways and Means
committee room,which Chairman Doughton had placed at our disposal,
4nd to be sure that our‘delegation would all get into the hearing
room,I urged our representatives be at the auditorium an heur ear-
lier tran the time originally set for tke opening of the hearing.

First come, first seated-the strategy paid off handsomely next daye.




7That delegation by special train was most successfully

) ‘ managed from start to finish,and played a most important role in
our final victory.There were 18 pullman cars when thke party left
Ashevill?’and other cars were added along the route,including the
car with Governor Ehringhaud and othef state officials from Haleigh.,

At the Asheville station,the Kiffin Rockwelﬂ&merican Legion Post

bugle and drum copps,in uniform,gave the more than 230 representa-

tives from every Western North Carolina county an enthuslastic"Send
@re" ., The Asheville newspapers next day printe‘ the names of most

of the "boosters”,but it was not complete as probably a hundred or
more made the trip to Washington by chartered bus or in private
automoblles.ill Asheville civic clubs had delegations,all the mem-

ters of Chairman Gilkey's committee were pre_sent,Buncombe county

commissioners,Mayor Wambolt and all city councilmen,-in fact it was
a mos*outstanding group of leaders,Every BHorth Carolinian was given
a blg badgeyso there was no mistaking in identifying that he was a
"Tar Heel™ supporter.

The Ways and Means committee room is spacious,It was jam-
med by midymorning when the Western North CarolinaWs were joined by
crusaders from othef sections of the state.Both our U.S. senators
were there’as was every congressman from our state.,Scores of federal
employees took a day off,and eagerly pinned on badges and joined the
throng of enthusiasts.There was no speech making-no need for"rouse-

ents”,Congressman Doughton, I think it was,told the delegation how
O find the Interior buillding and impressed upon them the importance
t afriving at tre hearing early.

Naturally Governor Ehringhaus was expected to take the hedm

nd steer our presentation.What he did however was tm%sk Mr Prowning,
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¥r Stephens and myself to step one side and this in efffect was
what he saldi"You gentlemen have been ﬂaying.the groundwork for
this meeting.You are familiar with all phases of our effort.I am
told each state has been given one hour and a half to present its
case.n8 your Governor I ask you to select whom you desire to speak
for North Carolina.It makes no difference to me what part I play,
or none,l am at your commmand.l shall do as 11ttle’or as much, as
you decide.”

No stratggists could have asked for wider latitude than
that.Ve told the Governor we had prepared,for his approval,a ten-
tative program.There was no question but that he should preside
and make the opening address.-e said his remarks would be brief,

;informed him we had been tipped off that Secretary Ickes was
more interested 1in the actual engineering facts than in general-
ities,and that we thought,and that oﬁr senatots and gongressmen
were in agreement,that Vr Browning skould be given more time than
any other speaker to present those facts with which he was so f&m
familiar.The Governor said he heartily agreed.

From many years experience I have observed that when the
Spot light is turned on in any affair of crucial magnitude,there
Customarily are certein indiﬁiduﬂﬂs,for political or otlrer reasons,
Who seek to get as much of the limelight as possible.,lLet me say
right here-and emplatically-that not a single person of the many
Who had proper claims for that distinct10n¥n this historic moment
in North Carolina historybwde the slightest effort to get such
¢ ;@ence.The contrary was the fact,Xach one approached,senators,

°°m8ressmen,or other leaders,all sald forget personalities,select

Spokesmenﬁou think can best present our state's case.,That agreeable
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attitude eased immensely our task of allotting time and subject
mattc#ﬁs well as selecting the limited number of speakers.W#did
not have to worry about the tender feeling af anybody when we

toid them so many minutes and no more=end stick to@your sub ject.
Secretary Ickes had warned in advance he would hold a stop watéh
on each state and neither would be given a minute more than the
time assigned.ind that is how,and why,our presentation was so com-
plete, terse,smooth,so effective,

Ne three managérs arranged our maps and enlarged photograg
phs.We never left the auditorium from earlyjafternoon @ntil tﬁe hear-
ing concluded.Our exhibit was on the right of the stage/and in place,
vefore any Tennesse%b appeared.luckily for us they did not have a
very large exhibit and so there was no crowding[Tﬁeir maps and the
few photographs were,about ordinary size and the comparison was
marked.Soon the white badges began to appear and an hour before
the set time,every seat was filled with North Carolinians,and many
were standing on each side and in the space in tre rear.und not a
single Tennessee delegate in sight, When at last they did arrive,
their faces shgpwed amazement as they edged their way into the packed

auditorium’or were forced to stand with white badged men in the out

side hal!ﬁway.

Promptly on the dot in came Secretary Ickes,accompanied
v by a stenographer and his aides,On the right of the stage sat the
2iN°rth Carolina Governor and the spehkers for our state.On the left
‘Was Governor McAllister and the Tennessee spokesmen.Cénter stage
Was a small table and chailr for Mr Ickes.Before seating himself,
the

Secretary shook hands with the two Governors,He announced he

9u1§ toss a coin to determine which side should open the debate
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and also have 15 minutes for élosing.Governor Ehringhaus won the
toss.When the Secretary was seated,the Governor thanked the Sec-
retary for giving our state an opportunity to present its cnlim§,
expressed confidence that the speakers he would introduce would
demonstrate the superiority of the North Carolina route in a nat-
ional project that meant so much to all the people for all time,
and one by one presented the following :Senator Robert Keynolds,
Congressman Doughton,Frank Page,former N.C.State H?ghway Chairmaﬁ,
Robert Latham,editor of the Aéheville Citizen,Senator Josiah Bailey,
and as the last speaker ,R.Getty Browning,who had been left about
one third of all our time.,Secretary Ickes followed what Mr Browning
sald most attent‘tively.Eachkpeakers ,by arrangement ,confined him-
self to one particular phase of the generaﬂover all argument®we had
stressed throughout our campaign-~scenic,economic,our state's right
to an entrance to the Great Smoky National Park,the tremendious
sums of federal money Tennessae had received as compared to the very
small amount we had been given-these were the mainkoints.One other
phase was the burden of Mr Latham's remarks,namely that Western
North Carolina had for years built up ,with considerable expense,
its tourist industry,which would be damaged tremendiously should
that travel be channeled through another gateway‘into Tennessee,
Governor McAllister opened for Tennessee and introduced
these speakers:Senator Kenneth McKelyzer,Frank W.Webster,State
Highway Chairman,Gen.W.T.Kennedy,William Taylor,Congressman,and
Senator Nathan Buckman.The most dramatic feature of the hearingy
‘and to the great surprise 5f everyone in the room,with the pos-
gible excéption of the Secretary himself,was the announcement by

Senator McKelller, that the Radcliffe committee had made its
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report and had unanimously approved the Tennessee route.Ne were
not surprised at the recommendation of this committee,but we had
no knowledge the report had been submitted.The information that
the report had been handed Secretary Ickes that morninggyhad been
leaked to Senator McKelller and he immediately demsnded the Secre-

tary furnish him a copy.The announcement was a bombshell for us,

it and the impacct on
the hearing now in progress.We looked at each other with consid-

and no mistake.Ne realized the import of

erable consternation.It was a fine bit of strategy on the part of

our opponants,and Senator McKelller made the most of it in his

"irey and rather 111 tempered speech.He argued that should the
;buéetary award the Parkway to North Carolina he would be repu-
iatinérhe decision of his own committee.ilso he argued such an
ward would be contrary to the Presidential directive thrat Tenn-
ssee be included in the territory through which the Parkway was
5> run,and contrafy to National Park Service and Bureau of Public
>ads numerous 1nvest1gatioﬁs and findings.Senator McKeiLiér did

't read the report in full.But In order that it be a part of this

rcord here is the report:

REPORT OF COORDINATUNG COMMITTEE

The Honorable

The Secretary of the Interior,
My Dear Mr Secretary:

A thorough study has been made of various possible routes
r the proposed Parkway to connect the Shenandoah and the Great
>ky Mountains National Parks.Hearings were held in Baltimore at
¢ Jglonal office in February at which the three states involved,
\nessee,Virginia and North Carolina,were given an opportunity to
mit such data as they desired.In two complete field examinations
: Highway Commissions of these states were given opportunity to
1t out the relative merits of routes suggested by them.Other ex-
nations in the field,and map studles have been made bv the 1ana-

 am a
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,r%hadcliffe and Straus,as well as by the Chief of the Bureau
;11'¢ Roads and Mr Gilmore D.Clarke.

The general routes considered are shown on the enclosed

{1 of these routes are feasable from both an engineering and
;ape standpolnt.From a landscape standpoint,one may be said
;gess characteristics causing it to stand out so well that its
tion would be inevitable.

The route lying wholly in Virfknia and North Carolina may
id to be dominately a mountain and plateau route.The route

in Virginia,and principally in Tennessee,may be said to be
1 mountain and an interior vallley route.

Our recommendation 1s that the route to be approved be
irginia,North Carolina and Tennessee route which would begin
s South boundry of the Shénandoah Park, pass by the Peaks
ter ,the Pinnacles of Dan,Grandfather Mountain,cross to the
s and on through Tennessee to the Great Smokies,continuing
tlinburg on the Tennessee sidegand to Cherokee on the North

ina side as shown on the attached map. '

This route will provide for the wider variety of topog-
,scenery,and roadside conditions.It will provide mountains,
plateau,interior valley,and stream side location.It will pera
f much relatively easy road alignment.Its altitude will be _ -
ally high,since the interlor valleys selected will be largely
evations of 2500 feet or more and it will be the most direc-
> 'n character.

Considering the recommended route of the Parkway as a
in a national rarkway to serve the entire chain of the at-
¢ states,it is so placed that i1t may fork at the Great Smoky
ains National Park,one fork continuing on into Tennessee con-
ng with the Natchez Trace toward New Orleans,the other branch-
oward Atlanta and Florida.The fork might be placed also in
icinity of Grandfather Mountain utalizing muchof the route
sed 1n North Carolina to the south of asheville.likewlse to
.orth of Shenandoah Park,the Parkway could be extended to
:ct ultimately with the proposed Green Mountain Parkway.,.

It would seem that a suitable name for thlis Parkway as
‘ecommended would be the Appalachian Parkway and we would so
mend ,

As to the underteking of construction,it 1s recommended
this be undertaeken in three general areas;

(1)The sectlion from the south boundry of the Shenandoah
to the James river,

(2)The section from near Adney Gap(just south of Roanoke)
1owing Rock,North Carolina(near Grandfather Mountain)

%Z)The loop around the eastern portion of the Great Smoky
tains National Parkand the section from this loop northward
dgh Tennessee toward the Cold Spring Mountain. '

Drawings showing the right of way needed to be required
the first section of nine miles In Virginia from the south
irv of the Shenaddoah National Park to Rock Fish Gepgare now
1 £ and can be certified to the State Fighway Commission for

J

acquisition of rights of way.




baorge L.Radcliffe,
Special sdvisor to the
Secretary of Interior and
Chalrmsn of Coordinating
Committee.

Thomas H.Macdonald

Chief of the Bureau of Public
Roads,

iArno B.Cammerer

Director National Park
Service; :

When the time 1imit was jefitabsut up,North Carolina end®
its summation.Secretay Ickes,watch in hand,thanked the two Gov-

nors and said to them that as soon as feasable he would communi-
te to them his decision.lur group returned to their homes conscis
1s their case had been ably presented,that the unity of the sgate
1 den womderfully demonstrated,but also deeply concerned that a
7 official barrier had been raised against them-the Secretary's

1 committee decision.It was no light matter,heads of federal
:artments usually are guided in thelr decisions by the recommen-
.ions of their own committees,

Up to this poiﬁtthis"narrative has dealt largely with those
ivities and m@ovements ,a major portion of which were given pub-
1ty,and these our Tennessee oppon@nts could see and counteract as
med most strategic to them., It is doubtful if they altered their
Nsyas all alongyone could detect a bit of smugness,if not confi-
ce that they all but had the Parkway "in the bag".The slim crowd
y héd at the‘hearing was an evidence of their assurance.And we,on

part,knew very well,too well,that there was more substance to
Simipectation than we liked to admit,The bases of ttat sureness
beehn referrred to previously in the discussion of the opposi-

1 we faced from the beglinning.and we were in the dark as to any
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additional elements of strength they héld engendered in "behind
the scenes"'maneouvers.

But we did have an ace in our hand that hﬁgzgéen played-
an ace we felt confident Tennessee could not top.This ace was a
very "hush, hush" move.No more than half a dozen individuals were
in on the secret.Even at this late date I doubt if more than that
number of North Carolinians are aware of it.This record would not'
be complete without the disclosure.

N#hile we were awaiting in thet mid summer of 1934 for S?c-
retary Ickes to set a date for the final hearing M frank Milller
and Mr Charles Ra,,both of Waynesville,came to my office,and after

\pledging me to absolute secrecy(l was already the custodian of
;many other secrets in the Parkway strategy,so readily assented to
another )they told me that Mr Josephus Daniels,U.S.Minister to Mex-
ico was spending his vacation at his summer home at Lake Juniluska,
and that they had talked to him,and found him intensely interested
in the controvergy over the Parkway,and eager for North Carolina to
win.Ee was not only a native of the state but a part time resident

in Western North Carolinagso directly concerned with the routing

. Of this federal project.They said Mr Daniels had told them he would
?E do anything he could to assist,but that the way things were going,
v,ichanged.They told me that ¥r Browning was in on the secret,as he
‘r;Was an old time friend of ¥r Daniels in Raleigh.it this point it

;5¢ight be well to record that Mr Danlels was égcretary of the Navy

(n the Woodrow Wilson administration,and thet Franklin D.Roosevelt

awas

3 Ssistant Secretary to Mr Daniels. The friendship born in that
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relationship had even grown closer,evidenced in Roosevelt's ap~
pointment of )r Danlels to the lmportant post in Mexico City.

But Mr Daniels had told Messers Miller and Ray that he
was reluctant‘to discuss the Farkway with the President-and those
who knew the character of the Tar Keel statesman  could well under-
stand this hesitancy.)r Daniels was also very close to Secretary
Ickes,but here too,he had the same reluctance to use friendship
as a lever,

This seems a proper place to recite an incident,many fac-
ets of which have never been revealed,but which was a contribution
to our Parkway campaign.Ilt must be kept in mind that that campaign
was a mosaic,composed of numerous seemiﬁgly unrelated parts,but they
were valuable factors in the overall strategy.lTrs Harold Inckes was
a well known student of Indian affairs.She desired to visit the Cher-
ckee nation,bordering on the Great Smokiles.Mr Ickes asked his friend.
Josephus Danliels to facilitate her journey through North Carolfina.
Fe asked if !r and Vrs Daniies would not accompany her.This was some
time prior to tre critical stage of the Farkway battle,.

¥r Danieds sugéested to us ,the Chamber of Commerce,that
it would be a nice thing for Asheville to show her special attent-
lon.It was put up to me ta make the arrangements.lt so happened her

visit coincided with our annual Rhodendron Festival.Everybody was

’Jrushed,and many of us burdened with Festival responsibilities that
QCOnsumed all our time.BPut thls opportunity to please Mrs Ickes,and
“Pf course her husband,could not be muffed.l arranged a dinner in

Mrs Ickes’ honor at the Grove Park Inn.The President of the Chamber

Commedgﬁ\and members of the Board of Directors,the Mayor,the

y ”anager the Chairman of the County Commissioners,the Presidents




. parkway 42 - - -

f the civic clubs,members of the Smokies Park Commission and

geveral others/with their wives/were our guests,l had urged upon

each one the importance of this gathering,and they all responded.
You may be.sure Mr Daniels was given a list of the guests and their
position in the communitx,which list was later handed Mrs Ickes. Mr r'
- Arno Cammerer,Director of the Nétional Parks,was in the party as
Mrs Ickes’guide through the Park.The menu left nothing to be desireds ',,

Our local participants did nothing more than extend a cordial wel-

————

come to Mrs Ickes and her pérty.Mr Daniels was very gracious in his
remarks and introduced Mrs Ickeé&e knew Mrs Ickes was always happy

to discuss her favorite subject,the Indians,so we had arranged for

all the time she wanted.After dinner our guests were driven to the

very colorful coronation ceremonies of the King and Queen of Rhodo-

iendron,occupying choice seats.Mr DaBtiels told me afterward how very
pleased Mrs Ickes was at tre reception given her.We hoped her hus-

band would be pleased too.

Now to go back a bit in time,or rather to the main sub-

ject.“ﬁile awaiting the hearing in Washington, mention has been made
of our various activities during those days.We checked to find some=

thing more to add to our campvaign.The most important unaccomplished

1dea was the promised aid of Mr Daniels.I kept asking our Waynesville

i

%:campaigners to‘get a specific date for Mr Daniels to go to Washing-

ﬁfton.They reported he was still hesitant.How to get him to move was

E our big problem.,It was the more ticklish as ethics and expediency

_iWere apparently waging a conflict in the conscience and in the mind

% of this famous North Carolinian.
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J President Green and I held conferences almost daily about
our situation.One Sunday morning I telephoned him suggesting we have
a conference with Mr Charles Webb,inform him of the Daniels problemy
and see if he could suggest a method of persuasion.Mr Webb was avail-
able and suggested Mr Green and I bring our wives to his home in

West Ashville that same afternoon,and while we discussed the Park-
way,the ladies could visit.We did so.At that conference we brought

Mr W@bb up to the minute on all aspects of the campaigﬂhith emphasis
on the desireability of Mr Daniels talking with the President andMr.
~Ickes prior to the hearing in Washington.I knew Mr Browning was In
our area over the week‘end and suspected he was,or would bq,at Juni-
luska.As neither Mr Green nor I had talked the Parkway matter over
w}th Mr Daniels,it was decided we should proceed that very afternoon
té Juniluska,and bring the matter of his going to Washington to a
head.In brief we were to convince M}'Daniels that if he meant ~what
he said about wishing to aid in getting the Parkway,there must be

no further delay-that he must lag aside his delicacy in using his
persenal influencejand see the President and the Secretary at the
earliest possible moment.No sitting on the fence-but action.

So in Mr Green's auto,with our wivesywe drdove to Waynes-
ville,through a driving rain.We might have regarded it as an 111
omen.¥e ate supper at a restaurant,then picked up Mr Mil%ﬂér at his
home and drove to Jun luska,to the Danilels'cottage,It was no sur-
Prise to find Mr Browning on the porch talking with Mr Daniels.We

lost no time in getting down to the object of our visit.We impressed
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1903 Mr Daniels the grave danger of delay,and I am sure gave him
, clearer plicture of the Time factor than he had had.Still he hes-
‘tated to use his close friendship with both Roosevelt and Ickes
.0 approach them on such a matter-and there was no doubting the
ibsolute sincerity of his retiibence.lndeed our own consciences
1ad to be stifled in urging a man to lay aside his lofty and sin-
sare ideals of propriety and the niceties of friendship)and per-
~orm an act to aid his state in its rugged battle for a great pro-
ject.It was no easy task_to out aggue him.But we were four against
me.And we were sincere and desperate,

After three hours of parley,Mr Daniels,reluctantly,said
e would wire Secretary Ickes for an appointment,and asked if I
/h“}d take the telegram and file it that night in Asheville.He took
‘rom his pocket a letter,and we sat in silence as he scribbled on
she back of the envelope ,He read it to us and it asked Secretary
(ckes for a conference on a very important matter,at the earliest
>0ssible date.He looked at his watch and remarked that probably

. /
Chought it would be open until midnight,and that we might make it.

che telegraph office would be closed.I though so too,but said I

[ wanted that telegram,fearing that if Mr Daniels slept over the
natter,he might change his mind in the morning.He then promised us
208itively he would either wire or phone the Secretary next mornin%)
ind assured us he would not change his mind.We all bade him good
alght ang went our way,ending not only a most dramatic episode in

Ur great batttle,but one I still regard as the ace card in the

i3’\around splendid hand we North Carolinians had played,

3>

Of itself,the conferences Mr Danikg&s had that next week L~

"%}h the President and with Mr Ickes-and at other times-would not

e
rag

¥k,
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have brought the Parkwsy through this section.ﬁ project of such
great magnitude does not hinge on one single man's desire.But im-
posed upon,and combined with,all that had been done from the very
inception of the idea-including every detail,every organized ef-
fort,every individual endeavor,the campaign in its entirety-this
personal appeal of Mr Daniels was an ace card,in winning the Park-
way for Western North Carolina,

When Mr Ickes fixed'thc date for his hearing for Sept.l8
some of our leaders thought it would be a good idea if Mr‘ﬁaniels
would consent to be one of the speakers for our side.Some of us
disagreed,knowing secretely that he had already talked with both
the President and Secretary Jckes.Eowever I was asked to wire Mr
Daniel§.in ¥Vexico City ,where he had returned,to get his opinion
on the matter.,His letter in reply is filed with this manuscript.
In this letter he writes;"I have had se¥eral talks with Secreta-
Ty Ickeg,and a long talk with the Presideqﬁand have been in touch
with Mr Ickes ever sinée I returned from tre United States.I have
put before hin%very argument possible,and I have found him?ery re-
ceptive and quite friendly.Before the 18th,I shall againket in t
touch with him.I beleive this 1s more effective than for me to fly
to Washington.gnd advertise that I am seeking to bring influence
to bear upon him.I shall be the most disappointed man that ever
lived if he does not grant our request after our conversations".
Personally I thought his answer would be no,and I think he was
absolutely sound in his position.But I could notpand did not,
disclose the contents of his letter,simply reported he declined

to join our presentetion at the hearing.Two other letters attate

ched heretq,from Mr ﬁanielg)show how splendidly he carried out




his promlse made at that cruciél conference on the porch of his
)Juniliska cottage.

Secretary Ickes made public his decision on Nov.12,1934,
It was in the form of long letters to Governor Ehringhaus and to
Governor Mc Allister,both identicél.He declared the evidence so
overwhelmning it would be unfair to North Carolina to select the
tennessee route.He visioned ,eventually,a federal scenic Parkway
from New Hampshire to Stone Mountain ,Ga.,and declared the North
Carolina scenery should not be eliminated from such a route, He
stressed particularly the economis raclors involved ,which of course
we had emphasized in our arguments.The fact that Tennessee already
had an entrance to the Great Smoky National Parafo funnel travel
from the western section of the nation and to give that state the
entrance for eastern travel als§re said would be unjust.”I can
jee nothing equatable or fair in such a proposition%was his worde
ing.In fact every point we had stressed in our campaign was sus-
tained by Mr Ickes.

Congressman George A.Shuford obtained for me a copy of

this letter together with the National Park Service press release,

which in itself is 1nterééting readins}especially between the lines,

There was no copy of this historic decision in Asheville.,A document
whi®h meant so much to the economic future of Western North faro-
linq)assuredly deserves to be avallable, and to be a part of any
detailed account of the battle which produced it.lherefore it 1is
@ppended along with some other pertinent do(uments.

There was Jubilation throughout the state when Mr Ickes'

decision was made known.State newspapers gave high praise for the

3
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manner in which the campaign was conductedgand told what the
Parkway would mean to the economy of tre state.,Robert Latham
who had been closely identified with the campaign all the wayy
had this to say in the Asheville Citizenj"No other one project,
as The Citizen has saild repeatedly,has ever meant so much to the
community.There was no other conceivable project by which the
mountein counties could be given the opportunity to share gener-
ously in the nation's recoveryxxxWe do not belleve that in thre
whole history of the mountein counties there has ever beedgny ma
matter before the peoplﬁyhich excited so eager an interesE’or re-
garding which the people were so much a unit”,

4 victory dinner was held 2t the George Vanderbilt hotel
a few days after the decision was announced,and it drew a large
and enthusiastic crowd of Asheville leaders.,All local and state
ﬁndividuals)who had played a conspicuous part in the campaigq,
were leuded,mentioned by name.The Asheville Chamber of Commerce,
which had headed the forces in our area,its President,Manager,and
the Chairmen of its Parkway committee ,were praised by every speak-
er,as was also done through resolutions adopted by most of the v
civic clubs of this citj;Everybody thought tre long battle was at
an end,but not so.

Tennessee's chlief spokesman, Senator McKeller,would not
~accept defeat.He criticized Secretary Ickes bitterly,and hurrted
to Washington to see President Roosevelf)and-demandeqhe over rule
the Secretarxpecause he had decided contrary to the Presidential

directive)andkad thrown out the recommendation of his own svpecial

°0mmittee)appointed to select a route.Our Washiﬁgton delegation

fked oromptly,there was no reversal.That was the end of that.
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We now thought every obsticle in routing the Parkway had
been overcome.We were mistaken,.The Toute ffom Soco Gap,through the
Cherokee Indian Reservation was still to be determined.When Shair-
man Dunlap and Mr Browning began negotiations with the Indians,they
encountered a demand,supported by the Tribal 8ouncil, that the route
be run tkrough or near the town of Cherokee,instead of along the
high ridge into the Park,connecting with the highway from Cherokee
somewhere near Smokemont.One member of the tribal Council owned
some land along or near the old wagon road from Soco to Cherokcq)
and he wanted to build a motel and profit from the travel.All sorts
of false rumors had been circulated among the Indians,.The State
Eighway department was accused of trying to rob the Indians.It was
the old, o0ld story of the white man's injustige to the#ed men.The
leader of the oppositlon was keen and clever.His wife was smart,and
she aided him,

This knotty situation caused us many headaches.,Mr Brown-
ing and I several times worked out what we thought would be solu-
tiong,only to see them checkmated.lhe fact that we wefe dealing
with wards of the federal government presented complications.
Reasoning was inefféétive against ancient hatereds,Pressures that
might have been used against our own race)were not tenable uhder
the circumstances.Our final conclusion was that the only way out
was to overwhelm the opposition with an exhorbitant offer of cash
for the land needed for the right of way.This would enrich the
Tribal treasury-no individual would profit.Mr Dunlap balked at thise
Pracfically all the land along this ridge was next to worthless-

there was about 12 miles of it in length.lhe state had offered a

figure over generous-more than that Mr Dunlap declared was a gouge.
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We were in another vise-~equity and economy one prong,dangling

bait for cupiditx)on the other.Chief Jerre Blythe of the Indian
Counciﬂpad favored ageepting the stateds offer,knowing it was
more than fair.He ha# been out vbted.

A conference between Mr Browning, Chief Blyth€and Mr
Clyde M.Blair,Superintendant of the ReserVatiquas arranged Mr
Blair had been very helpful all along in trying to get an agree-
ment that was just to both parties.At this conference he proposed
a figure considerably above aﬁy amount previously mentioned . ,He
knew the sum would be excessivepbut he hoped it might be the key
to unlock the vise-should the state accept.He suggested $40,000,.00q
Mr Browning did not bat an eye.Chief Blythe nearly fainted.Mr

Browning merely said he would present the matter to the highway

fCommission)if the Indian Councilwfould pass a resolution naming

that figus@ and agreedng to deed the land should the state accept.
The Council d4id.The state reluctantly agreed.So the last hurdle
in determining the Parkway route was cleared.

Mr Browning in his continuing work of obtaining rights
of way did encounter difficulties here and ‘here.In fact,as this
is being written,there are disputes still unsetttled.Also there
have been seemingly unnecessary delays in construction.All of
these incidents hdwever have been mere skirmishes and amounted

to 1ittle more than irritations,.The main engagements are now a

% matter of history.

¥

" In this narrative I have made critical comments regard-

Ing the National Park Servicegdespite the fact that several of the

 &$p officials were warm personal friends of mine.But what I have

PERS

Titten,I knew whereof I spoke.It took some time for the Service
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\ to accomodate itself to the fact that the Ickes’ decision was
final,and that it also served the nation best.There may still
be disagreement as to that last assertion.However, from my po-
sition on the side lines,during the 17 years since my retire-
ment,with only an occasional briefing of behind the scense ac-
tivity,it seems to me there has deeeloped a climate of cooper-
atiodwith the communities along the Parkway.The various Chambers
of Commerce, and the organizatlon they united to form to publicize
and promote travel along the popular route,have found willing
helpers in these federal officials.There have been some disagree-
ments and arguments about rules and regulations,about locations
and righ#s of way,about services that should or should not be
federally supervised and established,but these differences could
be expected.The Superintendant of the Parkway,Sam Weems and his
assoclates-above and below-~-have seemed to me eager cooperators
and devoted builders,as proud of this wonderful scenic boulevard
as any North Carolinian partisan.

The main story of this narrative has been told.There are

however certain phases germane to this interesting project that

merit exploration.One that must arouse curosity is,who first sug-
gested a federal Parkway to join these two Southern National Parks?
In this recording,mention has been made of the first "suggestions"
‘i,Publicaly presented.But that does not necessarily mean that the
é;individual offering the suggestion was the real father of the idea.
tIn several places I have said Mr Theodore Straudmade the first
Suggestion-in an address in Richmond(of so it seemed) and later

3§t 8 gathering in the Governor's mansion in Richmond.Authority for

he first was a press service release;for the second,a quotation

Pack Mamorlal Bublie Library
” Asticniny, . C.
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from a National Park Service relesse telling of the Sept. 1933
meeting.

On this subject ,in his extensive scTap book on Parkway
activities,Mr Straus mentions that the idea of such g prbject was

first mentloned In a conference in the Washington office of Mr

Thomas H.Macdonald,Chief of the Bureau of Public Roads-when Chair-

man Radcliffe and Mr Straus of District #18 PWA were discussing
various possible work projects.Just which one of the three men
first suggested a connecting highway is not clear.Was it a flash
inspirationyor was it a warmed over idea that had beep previously

born in someone's brain?Leaving that question unanswered,l think

this ¥he proper place for me to say thatywhether or not Mr Straus

originated the idea or not,it was he who gave the idea its first
publicity,and with unflagging zeal kept the 1dea alive and moving

until it became a reality.There isg certainly a lot of fatherhood
wrapped up in thate

A somewhat different picture of the Parkway's inception
is found in this official memorandum from the Hationa Park Service,
delving a trifle into its historical background.Quote:

"The Blue Ridge Parkway was born in the depression days

of 1933.Work projects were being developed all over the country

and in this section construction of the Skyline Drive had started.
The Skyline Drive captivated the imagination of several prominent
men ,includiné?eorge Radcliffe ,PWA Director and later Senator
from-Marylandisgnator Byrd of Virginia,Theodore E.Straus,Arno
Chmmerer,Director of National Park Service;Thomas H,Macdonald,

Commissioner of Roads;and there was a general agreement that
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construction of a scenic road should continue to the Breat Smoky

——

Mountains National Park.Secretary of Interior Ickes gave the green o
light to this idea by earmarking $16,000,000 of PWA funds for ﬁhis
jobyunder the authority of N.I.R. Act of June 16,1933.Farly in

1834 the government had survey parties in the field and location

was being determined and agreements with the states worked out for

the right of way.The first actual construction started in Sept.
1935.Public Law No.848 approved June,30,1936 provided for the ad-
ministration and maintenance of the Blue Ridge Parkwayy and since

that date funds for this area have been included in the regular

appropriation bills."

Not an indigidual pin pointed, but a grou#élutching a

hovering though@,and pinning it to earth.

) Now enters another shining Xnight into the 1lists of this
Tournament of Originators-the venerable and revIered Senator Harry

F,.Bryd of Virginia.In a speech at the National Citizens Paanning

Conference on Parks and Open Spaceé‘for the American People,heid
in Washington D.C. May 22-25, 1955,he says he at least made the
suggestion first to President Roosevelt.Here is a quotation from
that speech:Quote:

"In 1933,President Franklin Roosevelt came to the Shenan-

doaﬂNational Park to dedicate the first CCC camp.,l was driving

along with him on part of the Skyline Drive,and pointed out to him
a road that had been built by Mr Hoover to his camp.And I sugges-

ted to the President that it would be a very fine idea to conneét

)(’«
§=
g up tre Great Smoky National Park with the Shenandoah,on top of

}the Blue Ridge,by a Skyline Drive.Mr Roosevelt was always respon3

slve to the suggestion to spend money,so he said, 'Harry,that is a
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fine 1dea,but we ought to start up in New England%'Th&t was a
good idea on his part, too,but I found out later that when he
made overtures to the New England people,and the Governors for
the Drive to start up there,provided they would furnish the right
of way,they did not respond.But themhe said to me, 'You and Secre-
tary Ickes(who was along that day)get the right of way and I will
assign some of this money,that has been given me to spend(I think
it was some two or three billion dolllars at that time)to start
trte construction of the Skyline Drive{'So Secretary Ickes appoint-
ed me Chairman of the committee to secure the right of way.It had
to be gotten in three sﬁates-Virginia, North Carolina, and Tenn-
essee,So0 we got the right of way-a thousand feet dn width I think,
tas required,and the states paid for the land."

To add to tre confusion,there recently appeared a news
item,purporting to give the genesis of the Parkway,crediting
President Roosevlet with being the father of the idea.And now if
you will read Secretary Ickes' decision of Nov.12,1954,giving
North Carolina ¥he route,you will find he gives considerable
space to what he terms "an understanding",or deal,between the
states of North Carolina and Tennessee-which ,by the way,we in
Asheville never heard of prior to the Secretary's comment,.But
this quote from that decision is pertinent to tk@ discussion of
the Parkw:hy's conception?®"My own recollection",he says,"is that
representatives of the states of Virginia, North Cardlina, and
Tennessee came to me,as Administrator of Public Workg,to propose
1vJaS scenic highwayﬁ”He might of coursezggen referring to the

proposal of District #10 which included these three states,
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There may be other claimants to the fatherhood of this
Parkway-those cited are all that have come to my attention.I do
not question the sincerity or the honesty of any one of them.I
have presented the data without passing judgement.All of the men
mentidned did loom large in the project from is Wery inception.
All hail to them, each one,The Blue Ridge Parkway 1s of suffi-
cient magnitude to diffuse glory-plenty of it- upon every single

individual who participated in its becoming a reality.




